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MY DEAR FRIEND, 

XT is now a long while since, in obedi- 
ence to your suggestions, I have enter- 
tained the idea of arranging an Account of 
the Isle of Man, for your sole amusement 
and information. My original design was 
to give you simply a sketch of living 
manners; and to this purpose I /had 
composed a series of Essays or betters, 
which I believed would answer the end I 
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vi INTRODUCTION. 

had in view ; when an event took place*, 
which gave such a check to the prosperity 
of the island, that I, who have lived long 
enough in it to identify myself with its 
welfare, began to ioquire whether it was 
not possible, even with my limited powers, 
to return some of the numberless kind- 
nesses I have experienced from its na- 
tive inhabitants. 

Scarcely had this latent hope shed its 
glow over my imagination, ere I painted 
another fairy vision; and having, like 
Alnaschar, first dreamed myself into a 
sovereignty, I next set about choosing my 
subjects, aH of whom I meant, with ex- 
clusive serupulofeity, to pick out, frotit a 
revered and long-lamented class, now 
nearly extirpated in iriy native land j biit 



*Tbt passing of an fcct by the insular legblatura, cU- 
prraqg febfcup of 4* protection they b^d hitherto found 
her^ from the prosecution of foreign claims. 
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being that m which I spent the parent 
And best years of my life, is naturally asso- 
ciated with all my ideas of happiness. I 
allude to the class who used to hold the 
middle rank: it seemed to Dae, as the 
vision floated by, that to preserr e the 
remnant of this oppressed race from annR 
Dilation, no retreat could be better ima* 
gined than this, on which I am now 
writing. The land and the people appear 
so exactly suited to each other, that I 
believe 1 have only to perform the cere- 
mony of mtrodactkm— <mly to make the 
one known to the other— and like kindred - 
minds* they will contract an intimacy 
which will end in a communion of benefits. 
Is it not true, my dear Madam, that 
by growing inordinately rich, by revelling 
in luxuries, until they have become mere 
necessaries, and above all, by changing 
the very character and principles of life 
and manners, the scene he closed on those 
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valuable and quiet comforts which used td 
spring from circumscribed expences, and 
well regulated desires? What has be- 
come of the associates of my early days, 
who, on moderate incomes of a few hun- 
dreds per annum, used to preserve a cer- 
tain superiority of character and manners, 
over the mere money-getting and money- 
loving qrowd ? — where are now the anni- 
versary days of rejoicing? — the Christmas 
gambols, in which all ages forgot their 
petty cares, and after a delightful bustle 
of preparation, met together to be merry 
with their whole hearts. When a birth or 
a wedding day brought a renewal of origi- 
nal joy, of which even the anticipation 
made no inconsiderable part, feasts and 
fine clothes were not then undervalued by 
perpetual recurrence, nor the hope and 
the happiness of such assemblies, lost in 
vapid sameness. . • , 

Am I mistaken when I say, that all 
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these things are no more ; that such narrow 
means as would once suffice, for all the 
purposes of domestic "ease, are no longer 
adequate to the bare supply of necessaries: 
and the peace of independence can only 
be preserved bf the observance of a system 
of watchfulness and penurious economy, 
equally painful to endure and to practise, 
accompanied as these circumstances too 
frequently are, by the aggravated fears of 
paternal anxiety, for the rising generation. 

How difficult is it for those, whom edu- 
cation has fitted to enjoy, and diffuse the 
elegancies of life, to relinquish even its 
comforts, and sink at once into the class 
beneath them. The desire of keeping good 
company, is another mistake which the 
young (particularly those who live in what 
is called the world) have to combat. Per- 
haps I am wrong to use the word combat; 
I should rather say, to regulate, and' in 
order to this, it is necessary to define the 
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term: I believe, generally speaking* it 
refers to that link in the chain, imme- 
diately above our own, to those who live 
more expensively, keep more company, 
9ftd njake more show, than we can afford 
to do, without the slightest reference to 
mental qualifications or acquirements. 
Now this I contend is the fundamental 
error: I will have tqy, good company to 
consist of those whom education, early 
associations, and present habits of think* 
ing and, apting, hare fitted either to 
coincide with my own, or to correct and 
guide me to clearer views and better 
purposes ; who can participate in my plea- 
sures, however simple or frugal, and sym- 
pathize from their own. feelings, in my 
cares, 43d my sorrows. 

; Having* .to my own perfect conviction 
at least, established the fact, that luxury 
is the prevailing pest of the day, and that 
it ia absolutely necessary to find a retreat 
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where congenial spirits may associate, at a 
distance from the vortex of dissipation; I 
/crime naturally back to the point whence 
I sat out, and declare that I believe the 
Isle of Man to be the very spot where this 
Utopian scheme may be realised. 

. The chief obstacle to my project lies in 

the general neglect or contempt with 

which this place has been hitherto regard- 

* ed ; those who have thought of it at all, 

view it as a mere shelter for debtors, and 

as debts imply a degree of poverty, which 

is a high crime and misdemeanor, to which 

no man likes to plead guilty, it ha* hitherto 

included a species of disgrace, even to 

contemplate a retreat pn the sea-beat 

shores: of Mona: this objection, however, 

is now at an end, protection being nd 

longer afforded to the fugitive, the field ft 

left open for another, and, let us bopfe, % 

better class, to occupy. 

Perhaps, when I have stated the ad* 



vantages this Island really offers, you will 
agree with me, that it is one of the few 
places in Europe where moderate people, 
may be moderately happy at a moderate 
expence ; nor is it a small recommendation 
to a new colony, that they may find a 
place ready prepared where they can en- 
ter, as the children of Israel did on the 
land of Canaan, into houses which they 
have not built, and gardens they have not 
planted; in truth, the want of population 
since the non-protection act (as it is called) 
lias been .most severely felt, and it is a 
great pity it should be so, for, in the few 
years immediately preceding this sudden 
stagnation, the progress of improvement 
had been rapid beyond comparison ; every 
Jthing was in a course of amelioration ; 
even the asperities of party, which had 
|onnerly beeij so fertile of feuds, (that it 
was dangerous to hazard a remark, lest 
one should start a prejudice), were begin- 
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BiDg to subside into perfect unanimity; 
Agriculture and trade had also combined 
to diffuse prosperity oyer a happy com* 
munity, wh?n this sudden cloud over- 
shadowed the whole horizon. 

In perusing the few accounts extant 
of the Island, I find none that are wholly 
satisfactory ; some say too little of the pie* 
sent day, and others appear not to have 
thought the early history of the Manx 
worth tracing out, or their primitive cha- 
racter and situation deserving of inquiry ; 
at all events, the changes of the last few 
years are important enough to^demand a 
new record. 

It would ill become me to provoke a 
comparison with other authors, all the 
merit I claim is that of having industri- 
ously collected into one view what has. been 
scattered in a desultory manner through 
different books, many of them still in ma- 
nuscript (to which I have had access 
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through the kindness of friends cm the 
spot), and others of such antiquity as to be 
only in the hands of a few individuals : from 
these sources, which I believe to be authen- 
tic, I have derived my history of the 
past, and for my account of the present 
state of manners, society, and customs. 
I have trusted to the observations which a 
residence of ten years on the Island has 
enabled me to make, and my chief aim 
has been to give the result of those obser* 
rations with impartiality tmd truth. 

I ami fearful that, to indifferent readers, 
the history of the early Kings of Man will 
appear tedious, and must be uninteresting; 
and tine account of the Derby family may 
also be considered as a repetition of well 
known facte; yet would the natives of the 
Island have been as much dissatisfied if these 
had been omitted, as the English would 
be, should a future author present them 
with a History of Great Britain, from 
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which the names of Alfred, Edward the 
Black Prince, or Henry the Fifth, were 
expunged, merely because the events con- 
nected with them were too universally 
known to demand a repetition. 
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Fire. Line. 

3 \ for antiquarians, read antiquaries. 

17 3 and 4, for something else, read nothing less* 

25 22, /o/ king, read him; 
34 12, for norde, read norder. 
40 8, for in, read on. 

65 6, fir seems, read seem. 

76 7, for daughter,, read daughters. 

89 19, for commissioners, read commissions. 
117 22, /or fort, read foot. 
148 22, /or page 94, read 98. 
154 18, for was, read were. 
204 7, /or Tabbman, read Taubman. 

218 18, for those, read three. 
231 13, for antiquarians, read antiquaries. 
2 40 12, for becomes, read become. 
328 f 4, for results, read result. 

345 17, for " clear and united," read a " clear united." 
373 14> far castanets, read carkauets. 

Note.— By a mistake of the printer, those passages of Bishop Wilson's 
life, contained from" page 151 to page 162, are marked with inverted 
commas, which should not have been done. 
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THE ISLE OF MAN. 



CHAP. I. 

Early History of the Island, andof its first Kings, 
to the Accession of the House qf Stanley. 

The Isle of Man, though actually forming the 
centre of the British Empire, and occupying a 
very conspicuous station in the neighbourhood of 
many powerful states, was yet so little knqwn to 
the ancients, or so little noticed by them, that the 
natives account for its acknowledged obscurity in 
those early times, by ascribing it to magical arts, 
whereby; as they say, it was purposely enshroud- 
ed in mists, for safety and defence. Latter 
times have, however, in a great measure cleared 
away this veil} and opened to its neighbor* 
' those scenes which I am about to describe. 
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The island lies in the Irish sea between 6& Q 
and<56 g north latitude, and 15° longitude; it is 
about thirty miles in length; the breadth not 
more than ten at the greatest width ; and run- 
ning out to very narrow points at the extreme 
ends. The circumference, seventy miles; and 
the contents of the whole, two-hundred and twenty 
square miles ; of which the centre is wholly oc- 
cupied by a range of heathy mountains, now 
partially exhibiting spots of cultivated ground. 

The bearing and distance of the island from par- 
ticular points is as follows; from the Calf to the Hill 
of Howth, S. W. i W. fifty-four miles : from Peele 
to the Copetend lights, N.W. I N. thirty-five miles: 
from the point of Ayre to the Mull of Galloway, 
N.W. by W. twenty-two miles : from Maughold 
Head to St, Bees* light-hottse, E. N. E. f N. thirty 
miles: froln Douglas to the N. W. Buoy at 
Liverpool, S. E. I 8. sixty miles. 

The name of Man is supposed by some to refer 
to it* situation Amidst surrounding kingdoms, from 
the Saxoh wovd " Maog* or * Among ;" others 
believe It to be derived from Maune, the ah-name 
of St. Patrick ; but the natites who call it, in their 
owh language, Manning, have & tradition that it 
tras to designated from a prince who is stiH the 
treto of their fables, called Mananan. The 
question, whicfcevet wty it i* derided, is of little 
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real interest, except to antiquarians j to whom 
I shall leave it, without farther comment. 

This country has been in early times colonized 
by different states. According to tradition, the 
first possessors were the ancient Britons; but 
when the northern nations made their violent 
irruptions into Great Britain, the Isle of Man 
became snbject to the Scots, who were expelled 
byoneCunedan f aDane; forhisferociouscourage 
sirnamed the Dragon of the Isle. He who is 
believed by the natives to be the founder and 
the legislator of their kingdom, is by them called 
Mananan Mac Lyr : they pretend that he was 
son to a king of Ulster, and brother to Fergus II. 
who restored the monarchical government in 
Scotland 422 *. The old statute book describes 
him thus : 

" Mananan Mac Lyr, the first man who held 
Man, was ruler thereof, and after whom the 
land was named, reigned many years ; and was 
a Paynim : he kept the land under mists by his 
necromancy ; if he dreaded an enemy, he would 
of one man cause to seem one hundred ; and that 
by art magic." 

A late writer f speaking of this wonderful 
personage, has ascertained, as far as such obscure 

* Kisg MsnanaD, Anne 4S2, t Ehhartk. 
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points can be ascertained, tbat his real name 
was Orbsenius, son of All ad i us, a prince of Ire- 
land, who was a famous merchant, on whom the 
title of Mananan was bestowed, in consideration 
of the traffic he carried on between Man and 
Ireland ; as was also the title of Mac Lyr, or 
Son of the Sea, from his extraordinary skill in 
navigation. 

It was probably before this prince flourished, 
as well as cotemporary with him, that the Druids 
had their establishment in the Island : in all like* 
lihood they had retired hither when driven out of 
Britain by the Romans ; of their actual residence 
there is undoubted proof; not only in the many 
vestiges remaining, but also in those peculiar 
features of their laws and customs, still extant. 
St. Patrick likewise, who landed in 444,* mentions 
the reigning king as a necromancer of the name 
of Mananan, and describes the religion of the 
state to be Druid ism. 

In the antiquities of Glastonbury there is a 
record of an expedition to Man in 516 f by the 
famous King Arthur; in which he effected the 
conquest of the island j but afterwards restored it 
to its native prince j whom he also admitted 
an associate of the round table ; from which we 

* St. Patrick, Anno 444. t Alfred, 516. 
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must conclude him to have been an adept in the 
learning and valour of that romantic age, by 
which alone he could have attained to so high an 
honor. 

By what means the Danes obtained their foot- 
ing in this island is not clearly ascertained ; 
though the traces of their possession are suffi- 
ciently distinct To this day the sirnames of most 
of the principal families bespeak a Danish origin, 
as well as the title of the Tynwald hill : the high- 
est mountain is called Snafield, which is also the 
name of a mountain in Denmark. 

The first prince of this dynasty is called Orry, 
who having conquered the Orcades at last fixed 
his residence in Man, where he reigned long and 
peaceably, and at his death devised the kingdom 
to his son Guttred*, who built Castle Rushen, 
960 f. After him, tradition enumerates four 
princes in the direct line, viz. 

Olave — Olain — Allen — Fingal. 

But their existence admits of no certainty, es- 
pecially as it is recorded that Guttred finished the 
castle of Rushen in 960, and in 970 J the reigning 
.prince was " Macon/ 9 as appears from cotempo- 
rary history j so that if , these four persons held 

• Qrry, about Anno 940. t Guttred, 060. J Macon, 970. 
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the sceptre successively, they must have been 
crowded into the short space of ten years. 

Soon after Macon's accession, he incurred the 
displeasure of Edgar, King of England, by whom 
he was deposed for refusing to do homage to him 
as his liege lord ; an act of contumacy which he 
afterwards repented and retrieved; for although 
he was one of the eight tributary princes, who in 
974 *, rowed the barge of the conqueror on the 
rivet- Dee, yet was he subsequently restored not 
only to his principality, but even entrusted with 
the command of a fleet, with which he success- 
fully kept the sea against the Danes and Norwe- 
gians; and, according to Sir Henry Spelman, 
obtained the honorary title of" Prince of theSea," 
with the arms thenceforward appropriated to 
the island, being a ship in full sail, with the 
motto, " Manniee Rex et Insularem." This 
continued to be the bearing till the conquest by 
the Scots in 1270, when the three legs were sub- 
stituted. 

How long Macon reigned is not known ; but 
there occurs only the name of one king (Syrack) 
between him and Goddard, who succeeded A* D. 
1055 f, and in whose reign Harold Harfager, a 

* Macon, AnnoVfe t G««W*rd, 1*6. 
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King- of Norway, made a descent on Britain, ac- 
companied by one Goddard, sirnamed Crovan, 
the son of Harold the Black, of Iceland : the in- 
vaders being worsted io a great battle at Stain- 
ford bridge, in England, sought their safety in 
flight; upon which occasion Goddard found re- 
fiige with his name-sake Goddard, ]£.ingof Man; 
at whose coprt he was honourably entertained : 
to this hospitality he made the usual return of 
those predatory times ; for on the death of the 
king in the following year, bis ungrateful guest 
reappeared with a great fleet, and after some re- 
verses expelled Fingal * the lawful heir, and es- 
tablished himself in his place, which )mppen<edin 
the year 1066 f, about the same tirpe that Wil- 
liam of Normandy ascended the throne of 
England. 

Goddard Crovan reigned in peace till the ye^r 
1082 J, when he died, leaving three sons, Lag- 
man, Harold, and OLave. Lagman succeeded 
him, but was harassed by the rebellious conduct 
of- his brother Harold, whom he at l^pgth over- 
came and put to death; an act of severity no 
sooner committed than repented of; and that 
with so much sincerity, that regardless of the 
safety of his kingdom, he determined to expiate 
his crime by a pilgrimage to Jerusalem ; apd ac- 

• Fingal, Anno 1066. t Goddard Crovan, 1066. 1 1 082. 
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cordingly he took the cross, and set out on his 
expedition from which he never returned, but 
died in the Holy Land in 1087. * 

Olare, the third son of Goddard, by the death 
of his brother, became heir to the principality ; but 
being yet a minor, and the country in a very un- 
settled state he took refuge in the court of Henry 
the first, King of England ; and left the island 
open to the invasion of the neighbouring powers. 
Accordingly we find it was at this time seized by 
one Donald f ; but whether in his own right or as 
viceroy from a King of Scotland, which some 
writers affirm, is a doubtful point. 

His authority, however founded, was of short 
duration ; and he was expelled or removed under 
the following circumstances : — Magnus, a king of 
Norway, having committed sacrilege, by opening 
the grave of St. Olave, was warned by a vision of 
the offended saint, that he must either perform 
the voluntary penance of quitting his dominions 
in Norway within thirty days, or that both king- 
dom and life would be taken from him at the end 
of that time. 

It appears that Magnus accepted the compro- 
mise, and having equipped an hundred and 
twenty sail of ships, and collected a large body of 
forces he departed within the limited space : but 

* Lagman died, Anno 1087- t Donald, 1088. 
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his repentance or his fears seem to have produced 
no farther acts of self-denial: on the contrary, he 
carried rapine and violence wherever he went, 
and having conquered a great many of the isles of 
Scotland, be at length established himself in 
Man, after having driven out his predecessor 
Donald in 1098.* Another account states, that 
this island was given to Magnus by Donald 
for his assistance in restoring him to the crown 
of Scotland, on which he had a claim : but whe- 
ther Magnus acquired his power by conquest or 
cession, the sovereignty of the isles was thence- 
forward for many years annexed to that of Man ; 
and he seems in other respects to have carried 
his power and insolence to a great length. 

First he made a descent on Anglesea, of which 
he soon completed t fie conquest ; and on his return 
he sent his shoes to Murchard, a king of Ireland, 
commanding him to bear them on his shoulders 
through his hall on Christmas-day, an indignity 
the Irish were much disposed to resent; but 
Murchard probably doubting his ability to make 
successful resistance, declared that he would not 
only " carry, but eat his shoes, rather than Mag- 
nus should be provoked to make an attack upon 
Ireland; 99 and not content with fulfilling the 

* Magnus, Anno 1098. 
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imperious orders he had received, he even dis- 
missed the ambassadors laden with presents* 

This servility, as might be expected, served 
bat to invite fresh aggression; and the re- 
port of his messengers as to the fertility of the 
country, exciting the cupidity of this warlike 
prince, he actually set sail with sixteen ships, 
ordering the rest of his fleet to follow, with in- 
tention to make a descent on the coast of Ireland ; 
but as he unwarily landed with a few followers to 
reconnoitre, he was surrounded by the Irish, and 
slain with his whole company, in the year 1102. * 

On his death the Manx eagerly recalled their 
lawful prince, Olave; f ***> had been a refugee 
for the long space of sixteen years from his native 
country, and now returned to them in the prime 
of life, and possessed of all those accomplishments 
to be derived from so long a residence at one of 
the most polished courts in Europe. Immediately 
on his accession he set himself to improve the cha- 
racter and manners of his subjects : he founded 
the abbey of Rushen in 1104, J and greatly en- 
dowed the church, giving one third of the tythes 
of tide whole island to maintain the bishop, one 
third to the abbey for the education of youth, and 
*he remainder for the support of the parochial 



• Magnus killed, Anno 1102. t Oiave, 1108. I Olave 
founded Rushen Abbey, 1104. 
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clergy. He also reformed the laws, and made 
many excellent ordinances. 

In these laudable occupations he passed forty 
years ; at the end of which time he resolved to 
visit the king of Norway, and. leave his son in 
that country to complete his education ; but this 
was an unfortunate excursion for him, and for the 
nation he had so wisely governed; for on his 
return, he found the three sons of his brother 
Harold (who bad hitherto dwelt peaceably m 
Dublin) had landed, and taking advantage of his 
absence, had raised a great body of forces, and 
now made a demand of one moiety of the king* 
dom of the Isles. 

The right of these princes, as sons of the elder 
brother, seems to be undeniable; and accordingly 
Olave, (perhaps induced by the natural rectitude 
of his disposition,) appears to have intended ra- 
ther to enter into a compromise, tiian to repel 
their invasion by force : to this end he appointed 
a meeting at Ramsay for an amicable adjust- 
ment, m presence of the principal persons on 
both sides ; but the sons of Harold (who are 
described as of cruel and ferocious dispositions, 
determined to end all negociation by an act of 
of violence ; Reginald the elder, taking advan- 
tage of the unguarded state of Olave, under pre- 
tence of approaching to aalute Mm, raised his 
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battle axe, and at one blow struck off the head 
of his opponent ; this act of cruelty and treachery 
was perpetrated in the year 1142*. 

The followers of Olave being thrown into con- 
sternation, were soon either dispersed or slain ; 
and the sons of Harold proceeded to divide the 
land amongst themselves, and their companions : 
but the various acts of cruelty of which they 
were guilty, were ill, calculated to reconcile the 
natives to this change ; and accordingly, when 
Goddard, the son of their beloved king Olave, 
returned from Norway in 1143t, he found the 
Manx prepared to receive him with open arms ; 
and by their assistance he soon overcame his 
rivals, who all three fell into his hands : accord- 
ing to the usage of the times he condemned the 
two younger to lose their eyes, but the elder, 
who had murdered his father, was put to death." 

Goddard is described as a youth of extraor- 
dinary endowments; brave, active, generous; 
polished by a foreign education; and his own 
attractive qualifications, reinforced by the me- 
mory of his father's wisdom and virtue, so that 
he became almost an object of adoration to his 
Own subjects ; and it is even related that his 



• Olave killed, Anno 1142. t Goddard, 1143. 



THB ISLE OF MAN. 13 

fame had extended to the neighbouring 1 coun- 
tries, particularly to Ireland, which people, en- 
vying the Manx the possession of a prince of 
such shining abilities, determined to share in the 
blessings of his administration; and in conse- 
quence the nobility of Leinster, actually elected 
him to be their king in 1147*: but Murchard, 
king of Ireland, not acquiescing in this dismem- 
berment of his dominions, sent his brother Oselby 
with three thousand horse, to surprise the city of 
Dublin, in which attempt he was defeated and 
slain by Goddard, who thereby settled himself 
in his newly-acquired possessions. 

This prosperity appears to have had an in- 
jurious effect on the character of Goddard, and 
perhaps to have excited the jealousy of his 
natural subjects; for on his return to Man, great 
discontents had sprung up amongst the people, 
originating in some acts of violence of which 
he had been guilty, in particular, the disposses- 
sing several persons of their land; amongst 
whom was one Thorfinus, the son of Otter a 
man of great power, violent in his temper, and 
implacable in his enmity : this demagogue, co- 
vering his own desire of revenge, with a veil of 
patriotism, fomented the general irritation, and 

* Goddard king of Leinster, 1147. 
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even sought aid from Summerled, a prince of 
Argyle, who had some distant claim, by mar-* 
Tiage, to the sovereignty of the isles ; and was 
therefore easily persuaded to send his son Dal- 
gal to make an invasion on Man. 

Goddard, though hasty and impetuous, was 
not likely to yield his station without resistance ; 
hut having equipped eighty ships, a dreadful 
battle was fought at sea, A.D. 1156*, when both 
sides being weary with slaughter, and the victory 
still doubtful, a compromise was at length en- 
tered into, by which Goddard ceded the northern 
division of the Isles to Dulgal : but this truce 
was of short duration: in 1158 f Dulgal made 
another attempt on Man, and the natives rising 
against their king, Goddard was driven out, and 
escaped with difficulty to Norway, where he re- 
mained in exile six years, whilst his rival Dulgal 
established himself in his vacant dominions, and 
flushed with this victory, conceived the project 
of subduing all Scotland to his power; for 
which purpose, in the year 1164 J, he sailed 
with a great force from Ramsay, but was slain 
in the first onset at a place called Rheinfrien. 

* • Sea.fignt between Goddard and Dulgal, 1156. 
t Gtddaxd expelled by Dulgal, 1158. 
t Dulgal kitted, and Goddairi mailed, 1164. 
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Six yeats of absence hud sufficed to obliterate 
the errors of their exiled king; from the remain* 
brance of the Manx, who on the death of Did* 
gal, evinced a disposition to return to his autho- 
rity, and invited him to resume his power ; but 
before he oould avail himself of this change of 
fortune, his natural brother, Reginald, at the 
instigation of Thorfinus, who dreaded the return 
of Goddard, had gathered an armed multitude 
from the different Isles, and made an attempt to 
secure the sovereignty to himself: the people, 
though anxious to preserve their allegiance to 
Goddard, wen defeated in a battle, fought on 
this occasion, probably for want of a leader j be* 
cause Goddard himself, landing four day* after 
the contest, with a small body of forces granted 
to him fry his friend and patron the king of 
Norway, found no difficulty in sobdsring Regi* 
nald, whom he committed to prison, with the 
greater part of his adherents, Thorihms only 
escaped by sea, but suffered shipwreck in his 
flight. 

Goddard, corrected by adversity, devoted die 
rest of his days to the service and benefit of hi« 
people; and having entirely recovered his popn* 
larity, died in the yea* 1177 f, leaving three sons, 



* Goddard dies, and his power is usurped by Reginald, 
1177. 
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Reginald, Olave, and Ivar ; of whom Olave, a 
minor, was appointed his successor, on account 
of the illegitimacy of Reginald the eldest. But 
this prince was far from submitting to such a 
disposition, and being possessed of those shewy 
characteristics which often render persons po- 
pular, without any solid virtue to justify, or 
reward the partiality of the people, he had no 
difficulty in defeating his brother's right, and 
usurping his power. 

But his whole reign was disturbed by the con- 
sequences of this injustice. Olave had no sooner 
attained the age of manhood, than he entered 
into contention with the usurper; the Manx 
had by this time discovered that the rays which 
dazzle do not always warm or nourish; and, 
instigated equally by Olave's just claims, and a 
love of change, they were ripe for revolt ; when 
Reginald proposed a compromise, and ceded to 
Olave a certain share of the out isles, called the 
Lewis, for his support. The prince, though at 
first satisfied with this division, soon found it 
wholly inadequate to his necessities ; and in con- 
sequence, returning to Man, he presented himself 
before his brother, declaring that as it had pleased 
God to place him on the throne, he no way en- 
vied his advancement, but only entreated him to 
give him such a portion of land as would main- 
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tain him, in that comfort and plenty, which he 
could by no means find in the Lewis Isles. 

Reginald, who probably had designed some- 
thing else than to make his brother independent, 
porized for the moment; but on the following 
day caused hite to be seized, and conveyed into 
Scotland, where he was kept a close prisoner by 
Reginald's friend and ally, William, king of that 
country, for a space of six years ; when William 
dying, Olave was released by his son Alexander, 
and again returned to his native conntry : from 
this time Reginald seems to hpve maintained a 
feverish and uneasy existence ; in constant fear 
of his rival, alternately contending and com- 
pounding with him, 'or endeavouring to bolster 
up his falling power by foreign alliances ; amongst 
whom, bis chief friend and patron appears to 
have been John, king of England, who granted 
him a knight's fee in Ireland, in 1212*, Ther* 
was. indeed a remarkable similarity in the for* 
tone and characters of these two princes; they 
were, both usurpers; both had alienated their 
people by tyranny and misconduct, and 98 if 
Reginald had been determined to carry the 
parallel to its utmost extent, he actually imitated 



* Reginald obtains a knight's fee from John of England, 
1212. 
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his superior in the resignation df his sovetfigfafty 
to the See of Rome, width took place in the 
year 1219*. 

But these efforts being unavailing 16 
him a peaceable possession* the people wtere 1 
exposed to all the miseries of civil #hrt indeed, 
it is impossible to read the aofcounlk of thd hmg> 
tautest maintained, and the vuribus hattltt fought, 
both by sea and land* without astonisfctaenl, that 
m small it populition sboiild hare hettl aUe to 
support stich continual devastation without briny 
entirely annihilated. 

After a terbulent reign of almost forty year*, 
Reginald at last met hi& fete At a battle hear 
thfe TynwaH hill, where he wasdain: abd the 
country exhausted and klniost depopulated, ' at 
kngth submitted entirely to its lawful king 
D&ve, who shceeeded in the yealr I2S6f- Hfc 
made two Voyages after this thn4; the one tb 
Appease the king of Norway, who had etaseerred 
some displeasure at mi otnisskta of bothagedufc 
to him from Ofeve ; aid the other to Ate jratron, 
Henry the ThiHd of Engt*nd r who, A.B. 1*8©^ 



* Resigns to the See of Rome, Anno 1219. 

t Reginald killed, and Olave succeeds. Anno 1220. 

1 Qlave risits England, Anno 1230. 
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grtatod * safe conduct to th* King of Man, to 
come into England ; and ike same yf ar bestow- 
ed 4m tun forty narks, one-bnndred quartern of 
eorn^ and five tun of wide, with a commission for 
the defence of die sea*eoast to be continued an* 
anally *o tongas be should Isithfully perform dial 
service. 

©lave died ia 12S7 *, at Peel «*stle* 
(which is the first mention piade of that fortress.) 
Harold, the son *f Oiave, was then only fourteen 
years of age, but a youth of considerable promise} 
and great popularity. Soon after his accession 
ha nade «r progress through his dominions, con* 
sbting of nearly three hundred islands, leering 
Lagtan, bis eewrin, as vica-roy in Man ; who, it 
is probable, dijl not fclfil his trast with fidelity or 
prudence, as the people being assembled at a Tyn- 
wald cfttfrt f> instead of council fell to arms ; and in 
Hie ftny,*everal person* of consequence ware slain, 
particularly one Joseph, a friend and confidant of 
the young king; at which Harold was so much 
I n cens ed, that he returned hastily, and with an 
avowed determination to punish the offenders: 
lAgten, apprehending the consequences, fied with 
Soddard, the youngest son of Olave, intending to 

« j — r 

*Oiare:diti,*adisjiet»efcdbyliitsM H«i*M,l»7, 
t Gwtt dfctaitaMt at Uw^»wiW,l*** 
C2 



20 HiSVOBY OF 

take refuge in Wales, but was shipwrecked, wttb 
the young prince, and his retinae. 

A new disturbance was excited in the year 
1249 *, by the King of Norway, who sent com- 
missioners to seize the revenue of the island, un- 
der a plea that Harold had neglected to pay per- 
sonal homage at his court. The King of Man, 
being determined to fulfil this duty without fur- 
ther delay, took a voyage to Norway, whfcre he 
remained two years, during which tube. he efc* 
tablisbed himself in the friendship of his liege 
lord, and also secured the afieetions of his eldest 
daughter, a princess of great beauty and accom- 
plishments. 

Having obtained the fall confirmation of his 
rights in Man and the islands, he returned to hi* 
dominions ; and such was the prosperous condi- 
tion of his affairs, that his alliapce was sought by 
the kings of Scotland and Ireland ; and being 
invited to go into England in the year 1247 f> 
he was received there with unusual distinction 
by Henry III., who bestowed on him the order 
of knighthood with his own hand ; an honoijr iq 
those days reserved for high birth and eminent 
talents alone; after which, loaded with. presents, 



, ; * Revenue; seised by tbe King of Norway, Anno 124&. ' 
t Harold via** England, about the year 1247. 
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Harold returned to his native land. Encouraged 
by the flourishing state of his affairs, he imme- 
diately afterwards made proposals to the King of 
Norway for his daughter ; .which being accepted, 
he set sail, attended by the bishop. of Man and a 
numerous train of nobles, and ladies, to fetch his 
bride home with the honour dtje to her station. 

The marriage was celebrated at the court of 
Norway with great festivity ; and shortly after- 
wards Harold, impatient to present his beautiful 
bride to his expecting Subjects, set sail on his re- 
turn ; but was unhappilly driven on the coast of 
R9gland,JQ Wales, where he perished, with his 
youpg quqep, and nearly all the nobility of Man 
and the isles, in 1248. # 

Xh'is Jlamentable catastrophe opened the way 
for the succession pf Regin^dd, f the second son of 
Oiavft who enjoyed his unexpected acquisition a 
v^ry; short tittle, being slain in the first month of 
his reigp by a knight named Iyarj but what was 
the caaae of quarrel is not stated : het left an in- 
fant daughter named Mary ; but the Manx up- 
accustomed to a female sovereign, wholly disre- 
garded. her claims, and seem to have turned their 
attention to Magnus* the yopng$st and only re* 



* j^ipld dinned, Anno 1248. t Succeeded by Re- 

graald, who j$ jfeiii in tipgte combat by I var, Anno. 1243. 
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eonofOlarej who, net erthtfess, did n<* 
the royal power withoat tone contest*; 
mar could he procure a confirmation of his title 
from die King of Norway, till after two yean at- 
tendance at hie court * 

That mbaaffch was indeed himself in a stale of 
some hazard. The frefseut irruptions mad* by 
liis predecessors into other eoantriee, had greatly 
weakened die ordinal etforce. Norway had Air 
fire centuries spread its onus over fiavope? ft 
Jmd gi?*n kings to England and Sicily ; dabes 
to Normandy vend held the sovereignty of thfe 
isles for -twa^hcBidtad years ; -but wtur, tft this 
ariris, in gieat danger <>f b ecom i n g a prey t*«t* 
rising power of Denmark. 

At fltogth ftfagufai bay iw^ seciFred tfce re^og- 
wtkmof tris authority, reteroed to his little stale; 
but sensible to the felUngpower of his ancient 
ally, he adopted the policy of providing a friend 
whose strength >and influence might he ha fottire 
eapport j and with this view, be turned fcfcr eyes 
to England, whither he made a**jtogein lUdQft 
tttdtnet with a? faTourabk a reception as »hi* 
brother Harold had done in a &imer visit. 

The year after lus return, Magtms toaseeitotod 



# ttwoto Mtcceeded by Stogtia V An*d W*>* fWagtow 
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the abbey of Bushem of which the foundation 
had been laid eofr-hundrad qpd thirty years j and. 
it iS6£ * he died without issue, foing the la*t 
king of ibe race of Goddard jCroyan. 

At Use death of Magnbs; Alexander t &ing 
#ff Scotland, an enterprising and: warlike prince, 
began W aeiie stfcb of the out isles a* lay moot 
*anvenient fat hjspt; and though the King o£ 
Norway, finding himself unable to defend thert 
distant parts of his dominions, offered to com- 
pound by resigning one half of the ifles on cpn- 
ditMa of biting left in unmolested possession of 
(he rp w dw , yet Alexander treated the proposal 
]yjft;c*w0em|»t, and avowed his intention to win> 
or kwe the whole. 

l!he Manx, with that courage a long .coarse of 
warfare naturally creates, for some time resisted 
the Scottish invasion'; and putting themselves 
under Hie command of Ivar, who had married 
the widow of Magnus, and aspired to the so- 
verrign power, many battles were fought, with 
various success, ttH the year 1270 J, when Ales* 
ander sent a numerous army , under 4he command 
of two distinguished leaders, Alexander df 



♦Www wotecTUtfts ,B*ifJ|pa Afefcey and di?». Anno 
12G5. t Alexander of Scotland, attacks Man qui the 
kfenAmiiW- >*$<»* fiwOlf »|icas#iV»Aw 1270, 
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Paisley, and John Comyn, * and a derive 
engagement taking place at Rannesway, after a 
long and arduous contest, Ivar was slain, with 
five-hundred and thirty -seven of the flower of the 
people; . and the kingdom of Man and tbeislep 
totally reduced : in token of which, the King of 
Scotland erased the ancient bearing of the Manx, 
and substituted the three legs, which arms they 
have borne ever since. 

A short time previews to this fatal -event, the 
young princess Mary, had, by the care of her 
guardians, been removed (with all her deeds 
and charters) from the impending ^danger,' ■ and 
conducted into England, where she tantiftued 
to reside many years; whilst the Scots maintain- 
ed their powdr by such acts of cruelty and, op- 
pression, as almost entirely .sunk the spirits and 
courage of the natives $ who from the ge^roap 
fierceness of tibar^cte* for which they had for- 
merly been celebrated, were now, degenerated 
into a sullen negligence; till at last rendered 
desperate by outrage, the whotemass rose Against 
their oppressors, determined ejtfeer to drive thew 
out, or fall to a man intthe effort. 

By the interposition of the bishop f, this 

* John Comyn, afterwards a candidate for the fer6%n of 
Scotland: ' { ' ** ■ * : ' i 

t No other name is given this diocesan but ttfctatihd ; ' b* 



^m 



THE XSLC O* MAN. 2ft 

Violent eboHition was diverted ; and the oppb« 
nents were persuaded to pat the dispute upon 
the issue of a combat between thirty men oq 
each side. 

^ Unfortunately, however, the Manxmen lost, 
the day, the whole of their thirty champions fell 
on the field of battle, whilst the Scots lost only 
twenty-five. This last struggle proved 'to the 
king of Scotland the necessity of altering the 
tystem by which he bad attempted to govern J 
and in consequence he sent over one Manned 
Okerfair*, a wise and prudent magistrate, wh<J 
set himself so effectually to compose differences* 
and correct abuses* that he succeeded in a great 
measure in allaying the animosities, of the two 
parties, as is clearly proved by the remarkable 
circumstance of bis haviqg caused thirty crosp 
marriages to be celebrated in one day. Eg* 
held tbe government only three years, whfen 
he died, equally regretted by both sides, A. J>. 

lB8*t- ' . !••*••.-.. 

Two Scottish governors are noticed after king 



is said to have been an Englishman, and was promoted to 
the See by Magnus. . 

* Maurice Okerfair, a Scottish governor, Anno I27fe; 

f Died, Anno 1282. iM 
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Mtqwm **° WM d*** m 1*87 *• and DtoAttt, 
up p mm of high rank; but hpw tag be heUihe 
goveaupei* Art uncertain, for in th$ year 128d f 9 
Edward, king of England, bestowed the hie §£ 
If an mi Walter da Uttnteocomhe, it.bww^ heen^ 
surrendered to him by the &*tti«h cemms* 
flbnett. in (he following year Edward restored 
it to John Bpliol ; yet it does not appear jttak 
be ever took possession of it; the Scottish nation 
being «t this time distorted by intestine hnaila 
between Braoe and Baliol: of which, at htft» 
king Edward being appointed jamptir?, he nwd* 
an excursion to Perth, AJ>. 1282$, as it wt» 
then called John's town, where Many, the 
daughter of AeginaU, late king of Man, pte~ 
aerttfd herself, with her charters, and offered to 
do homage to the king of England for thexnown 
which *he claimed j hot was answered, . that 
die tnust prosecute her rights before the iking joi 
Sfeedand who then held it: after whiph tbe affair 
seems to have rested, bot was revived, in 4he 



* Bremras, smother goyefnor. Anno 1287. 

f fyf Walter de Hunterccpibe obtains tip Isle from Ed- 
ward, king of England, Anno 1289. 

X tytog, f)l)9ghter of Reginald, prefers her claims before 
Edward I. Anno 1292. ' , 
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tkirtytllrird .of the same reign, when Joh* 4* 
Waldcb c o nf presented a petition to parbameat 
stttjng the rights of the said Mary, then fan 
ftifet bnt she dying whilst the 4juestion remained 
Undecided, her right descended to her sen Wit 
Kem, who, in his tarn, dakned Ike Isle of Man 
and the adjacent Isles, as true and lawful heir. 
Atthe Afeath of Edward I. J497* his saccefeo* 
Edward II. entirely overlooking these -claims* 
ssiaad the Island to hie*wn twe, and m<me year 
made no less than throe several grants to so 
maoay etfhis*fawarttee; Piei*<deG«v6stoa,'Gii» 
heit de Mc.Gascaftl, «nd lastly, to fieftrieos de 
Bello Mtnto, in l»08-»*. 

My Lord Coke afao tette of one Simon de 
Montacttte, in 1819 f, who had intruded himself 
into *e principality in the «tfe of Edward II. 
for which lie was attached to answer at the mh 
tfUbefctng. 

•9he affairs 4* ibis Kttfe state ttttn to 'have 
been >left m groat confusion ffll the accession of 
Edward HI. when a grandndangfafer and sdte 
descendant of Mary, the daughter of Reginald, 
once more revived her claims, and demanded 

-^— — — — —— ■ iii a mm ! <b^»—— A— ^^»_ » 

* Three giants of the Island, inade by Edward II. ^ the 
yemineatftluw. 
t Simon de Msatteataseissd tki Usoi, Atitolttfc 
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the detection of the king of England, who hav- 
ing: satisfied himself of her hereditary righto, 
bestowed her hi marriage upon' a valiant knight* 
Sir .William de Montacute, and withal granted 
them such effectual aid both in ships and men, 
that Sir William, in a short time drove* out'fthe 
Scots, and to the infinite joy of the Mabx re- 
stored the sovereignty in the .right line, A.D. 
1344* , •, . 

But this satisfaction was very short-lived; Sir 
William, in the prosecution of his Lady's claims, 
notwithstanding the assistance of his sovereign, 
had contracted so large a debt, that his only 
£ means of discharging it was by mortgaging his 
newly acquired possessions, for seven years, to 
Antony Beck, Bishop of Durham, who, takidg 
advantage of the footing be had obtained, in the 
next reign obtained from Richard II. a grant 
for his life, A. D. 1377 f, but at his decease it 
reverted pnee more to the natural hjeir William 
de Montacute, Earl of Salisbury, by whom it 
was l&ojdm the year 43^5 J, to Sir William 
Scroop, afterwards IjJarl of Wiltshire, who lost 



* .^il4f d ,f ptfpied fc the . right line, Anno 1344. 

t Granted to the Bishop of Durham, iar life, Anna 1377* 

: S^Wto^ir'WillmdSidtdo^AndolW^ * 
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his life in the beginning of the contest between 
the houses of York and Lancaster. 

The next temporary possessor was Henry 
Piercy, Earl of Northumberland, first the ally, 
and afterwards the enemy of Henry IV. in con- 
sequence of whose rebellion the Island was seized 
to the king's use, by Sirs William and John 
Stanley, to the last of whom the king made a 
grant for one year, A. D. .1406, which was 
afterwards tevoked, and a hew grant passed the 
great seal, A. Df. 1407*, bestowing the island, 
c*3tle peel, and lordship of Man, and all the 
jalaps pertaining thereto, with aH royalties, 
regallities, and franchises, on him atod his heirs, 
in as full, and ample a manner, as had been 
granted to any former lord or king, to be held 
of the crown of Great Britain, per homagiunp 
legium, paying to the king a cast of falcons at 

his coronation. 

* • •• -. * i 

{ . ' ' ' ; — ' ' ' — . ' ,' f ' ] J m ' ' ' I ' 

-♦ Gfr«a to Sir John Stanley, by Henry IV. Awo 1407. 
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CHAP. II. 

History of the Bishops from &L -Patrick, the 
first Founder of Christianity, to the Time 
when the Patronage of the See teas granted 
to Sir John Stanley ; with Conjectures as to 
the Condition ef the Manx under their Native 
Princes* 

ETAViKa brought the pivil history down to thi* 
epoch, I shall look back to the ecclesiastical 
records during the same period, and then in- 
dulge a few conjectures on the general state of 
thei country, and the character of the inhabitahts 
during these turbulent ages. 

The founder of Christianity in the Isle of Man 
was St. Patrick, who, in the year 444*, making 
a voyage with a company of thirty religious 

^^^-^— ^ -- - — - — 

* St. Patrick founds Christianity, Anno 444. 
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person from Liverpool to Ireland, whither tiiey 
wete bound tD preach the gospel, was* by the 
interposition of providence, drivdn krto this 
island, whetfe he arrived in the latter end of the 
rdlgn of Mananan Mac Lyr, whom he found, to- 
gether with fan people, sunk in idolatry, and as 
he says* much given to magic. 

By bis persuasive eloquence and the miracle* 
he was enabled to perform, be soon mbde a woo* 
derfttl ptogfress in atvakeoHig a better spirit, so 
thfct although fab stay in tbb iafamd was limited 
to three years, he is stated in that short time, 
with the help of his followers, to havieconsplfetdy 
effected the cbnvecsion of thte httites, or W have 
expelled those who remained obetinat* in tfeek 
errors : . which lost particular I am tu*ch iocliiied 
to qurfKoiDL In examining the ogmutifi* of 
Christianity ddrafcg the >first ages* we cannot tat 
peifcefre the immediate iaflfremteof a suptfeme 
power, in its establishment \ And that even 1 4vitb» 
out such influence the potent Example of fit 
Patrick and bis companioned should! btftet po>» 
faced conviction %x ttoinfcfcds of atftttafhityr, 
huob a* the Manx orfust; then Juttarbtftn, til fcr 
iess wenferful, than thtrt thb astasa dodUfesa tai 
instruments should have operated, as we know 
they did, on the luxurious and philosophical 
people ofGreece and &<m*- 
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Bat to expel those, whom they failed to con- 
vince, appears wholly inconsistent with the fun- 
damental doctrines of lh*t religion, which 
prescribes peace with all men. The lives of 
the early teachers were wholly governed by the 
sublime precepts they had received j and it re- 
mained for later times to twist these doctrines 
into instruments of oppression, or expulsion : but, 
however this was, it is well ascertained, that the 
church of Christ was actually founded at the time 
above stated, and that the inhabitants of Man 
never afterwards fell back, into the dark regions 
of Paganism. 

When St. Patrick recommenced his voyage to 
Ireland, he appointed Germanus* his successor, 
who died before his patron, when Connindrins 
and Romulus, two persons of eminent [Aty and 
learning, were deputed to supply his place. 
: The chronicle of early Bishops, like that of 
the kings, is very defective, one or both of these 
Jafet mentioned divines are believed to have sur- 
vived St. Patrick five years, which brings us to 
A. D. 478 f, after which the Majix have a legend 
of St. Manghold j who, having been captain of 
* banditti in Ireland, either as a punishment, or 



•Germanus appointed bishop, Anno 448. 

♦ Conniadriui and Romulus bishops, Anno 478. 
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according to other accounts by a voluntary act. 
of penance, was manacled hand and foot, and 
being 1 in this state committed to the waves, in a 
small boat, was driven ashore on that part of the 
island, which, from this memorable event was 
named Si. Maughold's head. 

Being released from his perilous situation, he 
retired to the mountains, and consecrating his 
life to acts of devotion, became so exemplary for 
his piety, that he was at length elected bishop, 
by the unanimous wish of the people. The 
existence of St. Maughold as bishop of Man, 
is further confirmed, by the tradition of St. 
Bridget's having been induced by his reputation 
for sanctity, to make a voyage from Ireland, to 
receive the veil at his hands ; according to Hey- 
Kn, he died 578*. 

In the year 600 the bishopric was occupied 
by Coranusf, tutor to the sons of Eugenius IV., 
king of Scotland, after whom there is no regu- 
lar trace of the succession of diocesans, until the 
eleventh century. During this long interval an 
error sprung up, which gives the foundation 
of this bishopric to Pope Gregory, A.D. 840 j 
the groundf of which mistake was, that the 

• St. Maughold, bishop, died Anno 678. 
t Coranua bishop, Anno 600. 
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bishopric of the isles had its beginning about 
this time, being erected by St, Columbus % pro* 
bably a bishop of Man ; who founded the abbqy 
of Hye, in the Island of Iona, which monastery 
was, for a length of time, the cathedral of the* 
isles : whose bishops were thenceforward styled 
Episcopus Sodorensis, as some say, from a village 
tyftmed Sodor, in the vicinity of the abbey ; but 
as is conjectured, with much more probability, 
by other*, from the division of the isles, into 
northern and southern, in the Norwegian lan- 
guage norde and suder, especially as it is ascer-, 
tained to have been after the Isle of Man fell 
into the hands of the Norwegians, that thp 
bishops bore the title of Sodor and Man. 

The only authentic record at this time sup- 
posed to be in existence, is a manuscript, appa-, 
rently copied from the Abbey Roll of Rush^n, 
which says* $hat " although they bad a traditional 
" succession of bishops, from St. Maughold, yet 
" they were not certainly known; and therefore* 
" it was thought proper to omit them, apd begin 
" from the time of king (Joddard Crovan, in whosq 
" reign Hey mundus or Wuymundus is recorded 
u to have been bishop of Man, and hi? decease m 



* Bishopric of the isles founded by St. Columbus, Anno 
840. 
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« dated A. D. 1151*;" but this is an evident 
anachronism ; instead of Goddard Crovan it must 
fore been Goddard, son of Olave, who was the 
reigning king in the time of Hamundua. 
' After him followed Gamaliel, an Englishman* 
Who lies buried at Peterborough, in Northamp- 
tonshire, and was succeeded by Reginald, * 
Norwegian, to whom the clergy granted third* 
of the lirings, in lien of all episcopal exactions} 
A.D. 1160f i Reginald was the first bishop con* 
secrated by the archbishop of Drontheim in 
Norway, to which see that of Man was oonat* 
dered as subordinate. 

After him, Michael, a Manxman, sat bishop* 
1203 J. Then Nicholas de Meisa, abbot' of 
Furness, who resigned 1216 1|, and made Way far 
Reginald, nephew to Olave II. 

His successor John perished by fire 1230$, 
when a divine, called Simon, occupied the 
diocese; he was eminent for virtue and learning, 
and died at Kirk Michael, A.D. 123© f. 

* Wyittundus, bishop, died Anno 1161. 

f The clergy give tithes of their livings to the bishop, 
Anno ilffih— Quay. Was this in addition to tfce third 
given by Olave, in J 104, see page 14. 

J Michael, Anno J?03. 

|| Nicholas de Melsa, Anno 1216. 

4 John, Anno 1280. . T Siwon, Aw> 1299. 

1>2 
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Laurence, a Manxman, after being several 
years archdeacon, was elected to the bishopric* 
bat never sat, being unfortunately drowned 
with Harold, and his queen, in 1243: or, ac- 
cording to Sacheverel, who is corroborated by 
the chronicle of the kings in 1248*. After him 
the see was vacant for six years, and then occu- 
pied by Richard, an Englishman ; in his time 
the island fell under the power of the Scots* 
whose king, Alexander, on the death of Richard, 
in 1 274 f, appointed Marcus Gal vadiensis ; but 
the natives, irritated by the cruelties of their 
invaders, resisted his establishment, and drove 
him from the country, in consequence of which 
outrage, he procured an interdict to be .passed 
against them, but being recalled, he laid a dnty 
called a smoak-penny on every house, by way of 
commutation. He died in extreme old age, and 
was buried in St, Germans, ^ 

His successor, Maurice, also a Scotsman, was 
sent prisoner to London, by Edward L when he 
possessed himself of the island, 1287 J : and 
his place was supplied by Allen of Galloway, 
who died 1321 y. 
i * * — ' - . -■■ ■ ■ » -■ 

* Laurence, Anno L248. f Richard, 1274. 

t Marcus Gal vadiensis died. Maurice dispossessed, 
Anno 1287. 

U Allen died Anno 1321, 
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Gilbert, the next bishop, sat only two years, 
1323*. Brennus, three years, 1327 f. 

Thomas then ' governed the church fourteen 
years, he was the first who exacted twenty 
shillings by way of procuration, from the clergy : 
and likewise claimed the tythe of all aliens' goods, 
he died Sept. 20, 1348 J. , 

William Russel was elected by the clergy, 
and consecrated by pope Clement, at Avignon : 
this was the first prelate who shook off the su- 
premacy of Drontheim \ he was abbot of Rushen 
eighteen years, and bishop of Man twenty-six j 
he died 1374 1. 

The clergy on bis decease, again exercised 
their right of electing a bishop, and their choice 
fell upon John Duncan, a native, who, going to 
Avignon, to be confirmed by Pope Gregory, 
.was made prisoner on bis return, and lay in irons 
two years at Bologna, in Ficardy : . from whence 
he was forced to ransom himself by the payment 
of five hundred marks, an enormous sum in 
those days, and implying great dignity in the 
person on whom it was imposed : - he died 



* Gilbert died Anno 1323. 
t Brennus died Anno 1327. 
X Thomas died Anno 1348. 
|| William Rtifsel died Anno 1374. 
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1306*, and was succeeded by Robert Wilby, 
who held the see twenty-two yean. 

After him sat John Sperton, the first bishop, 
asentioned in the Manx records, and the last 
before the island devolved to the house of 
Stanley. 

• John Duncan died Anno 1309* . 



► 
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CHAP. III. 

Conjectures respecting the Situation of the Manx 
under their Native Princes — Account of Sir 
John Stanley — Manner of holding a Tynrvald 
Court — remarkable Decision of Deemsters re- 
specting the Rights of ttte Kegs — Discontent of 
the People — unsettled State of Landed Pro- 
perty — Thomas, Second Earl of Derby, ex- 
change* the Title, of King for that of Lord 
if Man. 

This being the commencement of a fresh era, 
I think it cannot be unentertaining to inquire 
what was the tftate of the country, when it fell 
into the possesion of its new sovereigns, as well 
as what had been the eatty characteristics of the 
people) subjects now do far involved in obscu- 
rity, that I am aware ffljf conjectures can only be 
founded on analogy, and must after all issue in 
mere possibility, or at most probability. 
When #e consider tile situation of the Isle 
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of Man, surrounded by rival states, from whom it 
was continually exposed to invasion, it seems 
unequestionable, that the character of the peo- 
ple, must have been bold and warlike : . the 
very tenure by which .they held their posses- 
sions, included courage and skill to defend 
them : and accordingly we find their native 
hardihood celebrated in various occasions, and 
however insignificant the island may now ap- 
pear in comparison with other nations of Europe, 
its rank during the time of which I am treating 
must be estimated on a very different scale* 
when all the neighbouring countries were broken 
into small principalities under various and op- 
posing sovereigns ; the domain of Man, even 
without the numerous isles dependent on it, was 
in extent equal to many petty kingdoms, both in 
France and England. 

Nor are we to estimate the attainments of its 
principal inhabitants, by any thing we see in 
later times ; the kings of Man were repeatedly 
distinguished for prowess, and they were asso- 
ciated with the most exalted and chivalric cha- 
racters of those romantic ages. The qualifica- 
tions necessary to attain this honour, were 
undaunted courage, an unbending spirit, and all 
the scholastic learning of the times : endow- 
ments which could not subsist alone, and though 
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these were, frequently accompanied by great 
vices, yet were they in many instances adorned 
by uncommon virtues, and although in a future 
period we shall find the people little benefited 
or improved by tbe superior qualities of their 
rulers *, yet in those days, when the kings lived 
amongst them, and by keeping in Man, the court 
of the independent isles, must necessarily have 
drawn the chief of the nobility into its focus, if 
not as constant residents, yet as occasional, 
visitors to, or attendants on the sovereign, it can 
hardly be doubted that the benefit of such asso- 
ciation must have circulated through the whole 



Another corroborating proof of the relative 



• * Camden says, " that the early king* created barons, 
" knights, and esquires, but the lords of the house of 
" Stanley conferred no titles of honour : that the one should 
" exercise, or the other relinquish this right, must have 
" arisen from the different ranks they had to govern, when 
" the people were more elevated in character, titles and 
" distinctions would follow of course : but these could 
" neither be bestowed, nor would they be desired by wett 
" ignorant peasants, such as the Stanley's bad to govern." 
Camden further states, " that in his time there were only 
" six families of note in the island, though there had for- 
u merly been much nobility." 
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rank 6? these islanders, is dedacible from the 
station occupied by their fugitive princess, when 
eompeAled to qait her native land : for though 
divested of her property, yet we perceive that 
she must have maintained a certain dignity at 
the English court ; her petitions for redress were 
presented to the king in person, the alliance con- 
tracted by her was in the first class of nobility, 
and her descendants seem to have been regarded 
as royal in all the proceedings which took place 
for their restoration. 

Hector Boethius says, " that Man was in those 
" days the seat of all honest learning and erndi- 
" tion :" other authors mention it as the mansion 
of the muses. The language itself bears evi- 
dence to these truths, for though it is a dialect 
of the Erse, yet it is embellished with many 
words, and even whole sentences, derived and 
scarcely altered from the Latin. 

Cotemporary historians mention the Isle of 
Man as the academy for educating the princes 
of Scotland : Eugenius IV., a king eminent for 
talent and virtue, spent nine years in this retaMt, 
and as a strong testimony of the advantages 
attainable here, he consigned his two sons to 
pursue the same course under the guidance of 
the wise and pious Bishop Coranus; for it is 
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even recorded that previous to the establish- 
meat of Christianity, the discipline of these 
schools was advanced to a high pitch of reputa- 
tion. 

Ekteriaa and Corbred, aurnamed Gaid, for hi* 

extensive learning, both received their eduea* . 

ikm under the Druids of Mao, together with 

EageniusIL Cognatelhts, and Kinnattfllu* : all 

kings of Scotland, These circumstances form 

a mass of evidence, not easily controverted, and 

kowerer a subsequent course of events may (as 

I must confess they have done) have erased att 

firfcce of scholastic knowledge, yet is not this 

mote to he wondered at, than the total change 

which has been effected in the face of the 

country itself : which has so completely lost one 

feature as to excite considerable doubts whether 

it ever Existed— I allude to the forests, which we 

may gather from several circumstances, formerly 

flourished over the whole island! That such 

was the case, appears from the roots and even 

whole trees which are to this day frequently 

dug out from the hogs and turbaries ; besides 

which, woods and forests were so essentially 

necessary to the Druids, that without them the 

performance of their religious rites would have 

been impossible. 

In the chronicle of the kings of Man, is also 



r 
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an anecdote of Goddard Crovan, who, as that 
author relates, having been defeated in two 
descents, " what he could not bring to pass by 
force, he effected by policy : for gathering to* 
gether a great multitude, he came again in the 
night to the haven called Ramsay, and having 
hid three hundred men in a great wood on die 
the brow of a hill called Sceafield, he by this 
ambush, gave a turn to the battle, and secured 
his success/ 9 

There is also . an ordinance in the Statute 
book dated 1504, where the duty of * forester is 
explicitly laid down, implying, beyond a doubt, 
not only the existence of forests, but that they 
occupied a very considerable extent of the conn* 
try *• 

But although I have found some data on 
which to. ground my hypothesis, of the learning 
and dignity of this people, as well as in one 
particular of the fertility of the soil, I confess 
myself wholly, at a stand, as to their legislature, 
population, or commerce. For the first we 
have reason to believe that the kings, though 
completely despotic, had yet adopted some of 



* Camden says, " there are no woods now in the island, 
r though in former times there were great store in all parts 
of H." 
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the customs of the neighbouring countries, atid 
that like feudal lords they governed by a 
council of elders, or wise men, which in this case 
was borrowed, both in form and name, from the 
Danes; being called a Tynwald from the Danish 
word Ting, a court of justice, and " wald" 
fenced ; and although this assembly in its pre- 
sent form has an appearance of popular govern- 
ment, yet it was in its origin materially differ- 
ent, being really a body picked out by the 
Lord or King; assembling at his command—* 
dissoluble by his pleasure— and consequently 
only an instrument to enforce his authority and 
secure its operation. 

The deemsters are of great antiquity, and 
have ever been held by the people in such re- 
verence and respect, that it is clear they must 
have originated from some sacred source : their 
power indeed even to this time, bears a strong 
resemblance to the institutions of the Druids, 
who, combining both priest and magistrate in 
one person, were made the depositories of the 
laws, which they were even forbidden to commit 
to writing, lest they should fall into the hands of 
the uninitiated ; and this precaution has been 
observed to a very late date, nor is it wholly laid 
aside at this day. tn the statute book it is de- 
clared, " that as to written laws there were none 



40 HISTORY OF 

such known, since the days of king* Orry ;" and 
it appears by the same authority, that for a 
length of time after the Stanleys came win 
power, custom still induced an application, to 
the deemsters, to decide all doubtful questions ; 
and that their interpretation of the laws passed 
for full and sufficient authority : though by what 
intuitive or prescriptive right these men became 
such adepts in legal knowledge, is not declared. 

The population during the Norwegian soccee- 
sura is at this time very difficult to ascertain : bat 
I conjecture it must have been internally mora 
considerable, or else haye been greatly aug- 
mented from the out-isles in former ages ; else 
would the continual warfare in which the people 
were engaged, have completely drained the 
island of inhabitants; and which indeed appears 
to have been nearly effected during the last 
contest with the Scots. 

The Manx must also have possessed a flourish- 
ing navy *, several sea-fights being upon record, 
in which, from one to two hundred ships were 
engaged : these no doubt were vessels of small 
burthen, but sufficient to assert their power at* 



* The island, in former times, was well stored with 
shipping, being able to equip a fleet of four-score sail, 
though now they hare not* bark shore forty tons burthen. 
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se^ *ud plteveut the approach of invaders to the 
coast, as well as to facilitate the communications 
with the out-isles, and carry on the little com- 
merce maintained with the neighbouring coun- 
tries; which however must have been very 
limited, it not being likely that the Manx ever 
possessed any superfluities for the purpose of 
barter, except perhaps what they derived from 
their fishery, or the increase of cattle: but of 
the precious metals, or any other valuables, to 
create an extensive trade, there is no trace of 
such having been in existence. 

Presuming from what has been said, that this 
island, in the time of its early kings, held a 
different rank in this quarter of the globe, from 
that which must be assigned to it, after the 
gnat change of their government ; . it remains 
to account for the alteration, which will not he a 
task of any great difficulty. 

In other countries, combination and umeti* 
by increasing^ the physical forte of the people, 
and multiplying their resources, have raised them 
. to a pinnacle, no longer admitting of compari- 
son : whilst here, the foil of the nobility I— the 
frequent changes of sovereignty !— and the i** 
dtfeements held out to individuals, possessed 
either of talents or property, to emigrate from 
a jinking |o a rising state, must necessarily 
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have operated to cloud the scene of Manx pros- 
perity. 

When fame and fortune depended on mere 
bodily prowess* the natives of Man were as 
likely to obtain their share as any other indi- 
viduals ; but when adventitious aids bacame re- 
quisite to pave the way, it was a natural conse- 
quence, that all who could do so, would follow 
where prosperity pointed. 

. Besides all this, the frequent transfers, and 
sales of the island, were, in themselves, enough 
to eradicate the last traces of national spirit : to 
sell a whole people without reference to their 
wishes, or reservation of their rights, implies a 
raoe pf slaves, wholly deprived of the power 
either to resist or even to make conditions; 
and before the Manx could have been reduced 
to this ebb, repeated convulsions must have 
weakened the whole political frame, and sunk 
,them into such a state of apathy, that the single 
good of a bare existence was nearly all of which 
they were capable. 

. Such seems to have been the condition of the 
people when the Stanleys tods: possession of 
the island ; their kings destroyed ! their nobility 
dispersed! and scarcely an individual left in 
the country of a rank above the peasantry. The 
history of a people so depressed can be little 
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more than an account of their rulelrs, and ac- 
cordingly we find, for more than thr«e cen* 
furies, scarcely an event unconnected with the 
memoirs of their lords, from whence I have en- 
deavoured to trace out such particulars as relate 
to the island. 

* In speaking of the illustrious house of Stanley 
I shall follow the account given by Mr. Sea* 
combe, who published their history in 1741, and 
seems, with' Uncommon pains* to have collected 
all particulars relative to them or their posses- 
sions. He affirms, in contradiction to Camden, 
and other Writers, that the family, bearing the 
name of Stanley* or Stonely, were settled in 
England, long before the conquest i that they 
held large possessions in the north of Stafford* 
•hire ; but that ate heiress of this house being 
united to one Adam de Aodithley, a favourite 
of William of Normandy, gave rise to the 
idea that the Stanleys came in with the Con- 
queror: whereas the name was really adopted 
from the mother: as was frequently the case 
when large possessions descended in the female 
line. 

The genealogy is, by the same Author, very 

, clearly traced out in all its branches, down to 

Sir William Stanley, the seventh male heir, who, 

in 1354, bad issue two sens, William and John. 
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Although both these gentleman bore ft dwtm- 
guished part to the history of those days, I shall 
confine my relation to the latter, as first possessor 
*f the lordship of Mao. 

Sir John, the date of whose birth* is ralhor 
tincertain, could not however hare been more 
than twenty yeans of age, when he bore the rank 
of captain at the battle of Foietiers, where he 
greatly distinguished himself: and during the 
tnlte* which immediately followed this memorable 
victory, he set etit on the tour of Europe, visiting 
most of the ooorts y and gathering laurels where* 
ever he appeared; t* such ft height had- the 
feme of his martial achievements at length 
arisen, that on his return to Eagiand he wae 
followed by a certain French knight, who had 
the audacity to challenge all England to pro- 
duce Us equal in arms ! This defence, (as Wte 
indeed the design of the haughty champion) was 
instantly accepted by Mr* Stanley. . 

The contest tick place by the kingVdireo- 
tin, aad in his prefence* under the tfaHs of 



*,8cacembe is guilty of a strange anachronism, he dates 
Sir John's birth twenty-serenth Edward HI. that is in the 
year 1354; yet affirms him to have been a captain at the 
battle *f Fofctiers, in 1357; this mistake is she adopted 
hy Roll in hss aocouat of the Isle «rf Man. 
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Winchester, wkete Mt. Stanley fought, and 
kitted Iris opponent; which public and gallant 
action obtained him the honour of knighthood* 
and the favour of hi* warlike sovereign : not 
were the fortunate consequences of this rencon* 
toe . confined to an acquisition of mere empty 
honours: his courage, and accomplishments, «d» 
eared him a higher prise, in the affections of 
the fait Isabel, helrew of Latham, in Ijancashirefr 
with whom be soon aftet contracted a marriage* 
which {averted him with all the wealth of that 
family* 

On the accession of Richard IL to the throne^ 
Sir John Stanley was sent to' Ireland, to assist 
in the reduction of that kingdom, in which he 
had anch success, that on %h* airival of Richard* 
who followed hhn in person, in the year 1879fc 
faetmmgbt no lets than six Irish kings * to make 
etthmteien, and do homage to Hie king of 
England ; who, in consideration of this gteat 
service, granted a considerable portion of lahds 
to Sir John* in that country, and also appointed 
him governor; in which office he continued 
• - ' . » <,., i 

* O'Neil of Ulster; Rothric O'Conner of Connought; 
Carol of Urfcl; CTRsrict of Meath; Arthur M'Mor of 
Lptnsfer; and O'Briea of ThomoiwU 

*2 
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tmtil 18*0, when Richard made a second visit f* 
Ireland, and remained there all the winter; 
during whose absence the duke of Lancaster 
made bis first attempt on the crown of Eng* 
land. 

Whether Sir John had any personal cause of 
discontent, or by what motives he was influenced, 
does not appear, but it is certain he was one ef 
the first of the English nobility who attached 
himself to Henry of Lancaster, by wham, he 
teas reappointed to the yice-royaky of Ireland, 
whither he hastened in 1390, to enforce the jui* 
tbority of his new maajpr . 
1 Henry, sensible to his serrkes, rewarded 
tbent with munificence, and on all occasions 
distinguished Sir John by particular marks of 
favour ; as a new proof of which, at the suppres- 
sion of Northumberland's rebellion, he granted 
to htm the lordship of Man, in the year 1407 *, 
as before stated. 

It does not appear that Sir John visited. hie 
hew acquisition, probably rertraiqed from, so 
doing by his avocations and appointment* at the 
court of Henry, to whom he was treasurer of 
the household, and lord chamberlain : this noble- 

* Sir John, first Lord of Man, 1407* 
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man out-lhred bis patron a short time, and died 
at Ardee, in Ireland, in the year 1413*, tha 
fin* of Henry V. ; baTing made a conspicuous 
figure daring the reigns of three monarch*, 
. He was succeeded by bis son, Sir John, who 
having spent a short time in the service of his 
natural sovereign, at length turned his attention 

• to his own little dominion, then languishing 
under the effects of former oppression, and call* 
ing for the fostering hand*, of its prince to revive 
the spirits of the people. 

Accordingly, in the fourth year of his succes- 
sion, he landed* in Man f 9 and it is recorded of 
lam, that being of mature age, and great eape* 
rience, he wisely considered that a regulation of 

* the lavs were a lasting happiness to the people, 
and the best security to the lord ; and therefore, 
with the advice of the deemsters* and others 
well skilled in the ancient government, he assess 
bled the whole body of the people, at a certain 
place in the centra of the Island, called the 
Tynwald Mount, where it h*d been a custom 



£ • Died st Arise, 1413. Sir John, his sod, secoadlert, 
fame year. 
t 0is first visit to the Island, 1417, . 
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ia old times, to promulgate the laws ; and there 
lie held kin first court, on the 24th June, 1418, 
en which day the sam* ceremony hat been annn- 
ally observed to the present time, only varying 
at the alteration of the. style, to the 6th of July, 
The form and manner of holding this court 
being laid down with great precision, in the 
written statutes, I shall insert it verbatim ; and 
it may serve as an additional evidence, of the 
state and digpity maintained by the ancient 
kings of Man. 
. f How the lord should rit at th? TynwakL 

" Our donghtfol aqfl gracious lord, this is- the 
cepatitutiou of cjd times, how yon should be 
governed pn the Tyawald day; 
. «« First, You sha)l copra hither in your royal 
Array as a king ought to be, by your prerogatives 
and royalties of the land of Man j and upon the 
hill of Tynwald sit in a chair covered with a 
Toyal cloth and cushion : your visage to the east, 
your veyal sword before* you,. hoWen with the 
point upwards, and your basins in the second 
degree sitting beside you j your beneficed men 
and your deemsters sitting before you : your 
clerks, imighuu ^qpir^s, l«d, Jlf#«ep, frbout 
you, in the third degree j and the worthiest men 
of the land to be called in before your deemsters. 



► 



_ 



THBT IBIA 0* MAN. A& 

If you witt ask any thing of them, andto hfeat 
the government of your land and your wW, «tn# 
the coroners to stand without th*eitde of the fcflt 
wrth three clerks in their surplices, then the 
deemster shall call in the coroner of Qfonfeba; 
and he shall call in the coroners of Man/ %itb 
their yards in their hands, with their weapons' 
oti them, either sword or axe, and the mourn 6f 
fcfery parish. ' * 

" Then the coroner of Glanfeba shaHmafce fence 
upon life and limb, that no one shall' make dis- 
turbance or stir, in the time of Tynwaldj or anj 
murmur or rising" in the king'fe presence, 6a 
pain v of hanging" and drawing* r and fheh ahaH 
let your barons and all others know youtofcb 
their lord and king, and what time you were^re- 
ceived here into' your land, as heir apparent til 
your fhther*s days ; and alt your barony of M an> 
with the worthiest men and commons, shall do 
you faith and fealty : and forasmuch 6s yo& ai<e> 
by the grace of Q6d, Lord 1 ' and Kfeg^ot Man, 
now you Will, that jour cermnori* coffee* unfed 
you, and shew their charters how' they. hf*M 
of you and the barons, that haVe mad* ' &* 
fttith and fealty to you, shall make it n<*r,* 

Ik this formula, no specific mention it niacU 
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of keys or council; but it appears, that a* 
the first meeting, spqie new laws and several obi 
ones were made or confirmed. It was at that 
time ordained, thfit even sanctpary should be uc* 
protection! in cpses of treason : a most extraordi- 
nary circumstance in those time*. JtwasalsQ 
txprcwly declared, that the gotvernmept of Engn 
land had no authority in the Isle of Man, nor iq 
the ports of the bland, the Lord beipg Admiral 
pf Jtfao from Jteginajd. Another ordinance 
m«de it pen*! in \\fe pnd limb {p accuse the 
fleemsters of wrong. And to falsify their token j 
(viz. a bit of blue slate, with any mark they 
thought proper to use, scraped thereon,) incuri*^ 
9 fine of £3, 

. At tfcis court some questions being put to th$ 
deepstyrs relative to established customs, their 
answer? were ordered to be recorded in the sta? 
felte book, as Uws^ to be thenceforward observe*} 
in the island. 

v YFhm $pr ifolpk jetum$d to England he led 
ffne Tbufst%n his deputy, with instructions for 
tfc? further settlement qf the state, which wa* 
ftfll (pncb disturbed with doubts respecting rights 
tefl property. ft y> more than probable that 
Goddard Croven, though he acquired his pesee*** 
ffoft bj conquest, bad notwithstanding giveq % 
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Manx some sort of fixed tenures j hot upon th# 
, reduction of ibe island by the Scots, ajl this hail 
fallen into confusion : the coontry was laid waste 
and the soil impoverished, beeaeae it WN9 9ft 
person's individual interest to improve it. . 

In this fiwt Tynwald, after the accession of 
the Stanleys, it had been given forlaw, that no 
'man should hold the lord's lands, bat by pgypieot 
of the full value; and for the. better security of 
the lord and tenant, fear able man . of *ech pa* 
rish weve to be annually $worp, called the setting 
quest, who were to provide tenants for all unoc- 
cupied estates ; and if they placed an insolvent 
tenant, they were themselves to pay the rent* 
The tenants had their names entered pn the 
court rolls, after the manner of Eqgfcb . wpy^ 
holds, and the occupancy given them by tb^ 
tenure of the straw, 93 waa the custom in. all 
bargains in England in those ages; but for any 
thing I can discern, these landholders were in 
no better situation than yearly tenants, balding 
under a common landlord, 

In 1422, Sir John made a second visit to the 
island ; and at a Tyqwald court, a question being 
put respecting the keys, the folio wing answers 
V 6 ?? ffi ve P ty $* <> ri ^ittal oracles, the deep^ 
***** - 



- " Abo we give far law, that there never were 
twenty~fom< keys' in eefl£inty v einoe they wera 
fitt celled Ttffiaxe: tbeae were twenty^feur 
fatehelderts, t* w*, eight in the out isles, ami 
sixteen jn yen* lead ef Msd : end that was iq 
J&iftgQrry^ day*; and emee they have aot been 
ja eeitainty^ bat if * strange point will come, 
fee which the Hmtetiant wW have reserved to 
the Tyfrweld twke a year, and by the lemw e^ 
tfe fetttoMm*,* the- deeasttei* tbete to caH on 
the besldf hie eeunctt, in thai point as be thinks 
fit te give judgment,- And without the tafli'e 
will, none of flie twenfy-foar keyt to be," fee* 
fte. &c. 

- This decision* blew up tike lame of discontent, 
which had been long smothering} to an absfctate 
revoH; and a general thing of the commits was 
the consequence, • •The power of the lord was, 
however, too great to be materially affected by 
this popular ebullition. He had hie two gerri* 
sons hi arms; and was net l&ely to yield te a 
disorderly mob without a leader. On the can* 
trary, having first quelled the tumult, he enacted 
as a law, that rising upon the lord, or hkder 
t w 1 ^ 1 1 1 ii i 1 1 1 1 1 i 7 * f ■ i ' i i " ■ ' "i i N i , | 

• This carious repty, wbich fs leriaisly no saswer* Is 
copied verbatim* 



pity, aheddMbr pushed with death; h»t as 
great numbers were then implicated in this orima* 
he (it the saimeHime proclaimed a general pardon 
for all such as would immediately mtkeeutamk 
sien* . /Bhie measure restored the puMje p*noe > 
hot the aowoe of dieeoafteat . still renaming* 8ie 
John, on his retarn to Bugland, seat ovsr HflQlp 
Byron, a gentleman, of eseetlefcl tafefllt 'and 
gnat steadiness. 

Aware of the complaint which still rankled ill 
the minds of the people, he began by a ceaee* 
sioa, * which .established him in their eattMfc 
This was to send oat his precept, directing lift 
men to be chosen by the commeoa out of etok 
sheading, and from these sis: he selected fear, 
making up by this means the number *f twenty* 
four keys j and having tbns gratified the ofttito* 
he proceeded to hold a Tyuwnld, ayewtdi by 
these now representatives, | . ,, 

He next instituted a ser*re inquiry into 4ttf 
conduct of the lord's officers; and -having con* 
victed the comptroller, John Coatee, of gtfeat 
misconduct, both as it related to *be,*afci<*i *ad 
the, management of the lord's revenue, he dis* 
misled him with several of his coadjutor*. He 
also relieved the tenantry frpjn certain oppressive 
anhaance*, and settled the government upou a 
solid foundation. At this time the old custom 
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was abrogated, which had permitted the deck)* 
iag controversies by farce of arms. 

In *4«8,* Sir John Stanley died, end was 
eecceeded by his sob Thomas, who was imme* 
diately appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; 
and on his accession, representations being made 
a/ the miserable state of his safejeots, from the 
total neglect of agriculture, which was a natural 
consequence of the unsettled state of their posses 
sions, anew law was fcnacted, by which estates 
were to descend from father to son, or wanting 
each son, to the eldest daughter, or neat of kit, 
from which time the people were induced to 
build, and make some small improvements. B*r 
ing now complimented, as SachevereU eays» 
with the words, title, descent, inheritance, and 
heirship j they began to believe their property 
worth improving ; so that by degrees they came 
to be considered as customary tenants, and to 
pay only a small gratuity or fine, such as a sin- 
gle rent on the change of every lordf- 

The better to prevent the consequences of ill 
husbandry, aa after law was made to restrain 

i 

* Sir John Stanley, second lord of 'Man, died, sind was 
succeeded by Thomas, third lord, anno 1483. 

t Hfst Settlement of Manx tenures, made in. the year 148* 
ore. 
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ewsrjr man frrtttn setting "alienating of mortgag- 
ing, without the constat of his lord, or his offi* 
cers j but if, notwithstanding these precautions* 
any farm fell to decay, proclamation was made 
three Sunday, for the nefct of kin to assert his 
tenant right; and if none such offered, then it 
was free for some other chapman, or if none 
woo W enter upon it wiiK&gly, the eldest son of 
some better farmer was boand to uphold the 
tent ; and therefore the eldest son of the farmer* 
.was called the lord's treasure, but upon his tak> 
ing possession of his own farm, he had the op- 
tion to retain both, or either at his pleasure. This 
last regulation was, I think, carrying the system 
of vassalage as far as it would go. 
. Sir Thomas was created Baron Stanley in the 
year 1456*, and in 1460f he departed this life, 
leafing behind Urn an unblemished reputation 
and great wealth. He was succeeded by his 
eldest son, also bearing the name of Thomas, 
who was ntach engaged iti supporting the cause 
of Edward IV. then contending for the crown 
of England; and his services were rewarded by 
that monarch with various posts of honour and 



.+ Sir Thomas, created Baron Stanley, ano* 1460* 

t Died and succeeded by Lis sod, Thomas II. anno 1460. 
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profit 0a the death of tto king he narrowly 
escaped a*ta*m»tioii, in eonseqoetoce of htsde* 
tarmined apposition to the uturpetton of Richard 
III. bat he. seems* after the death of<the young 
princes, to hare temporised with the tyrant; 
who probably to secure him in his interest* created 
him Constable of England, . 

But Lord Stanley h**)Hg married to his setrond 
wife, Margaret, widow of £dw»rd, Earl of 
Richmond** by whom he had om tfett* who in 
right of his mother, claimed the «roWn of Great 
Britain, . he was early suspected of favouring 
the interests of that young prip$e: herded not 
however explicitly declare few intention^ tHI tht 
contending parties ipet ifi the' field of tattk* 
wheat Lord Stanley *ith his forces joining the 

Stf i*f Jlflary of Bichmopd, 1 decided ttefiyr* 
e of the day { and for this e«ai|wtt service hi 
was q-eated Earl of Derby.* Nor was this; toe 
yreat a return for his attachment to Henry* in 
Vrliose cause he had. actually ,ba*arded the life of 
hi* eldest json. Lord Strange whtf w*s detailed 
by the tyrant Richard as am hostag* for bis f*« 
ther's fidelity, and was very near falling a vie* 
titn to his revenge. 

* Tbomu, second lord of that same, treated Earl Derby 
in 14», and died anno 1604. 
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This young nobleman died before his father* 
being, as we are told, poisoned at a banquet. He 
left two sons, of whom Thomas, the eldest, suc- 
ceeded his grandfather, the Earl of Derby, in 
title and estate, and also in the lordship of Man*, 
of which as soon as he came into possession, he 
resigned the title of king, hitherto borne by its 
sovereigns, preferring, as be states in a letter to 
his son, to be considered as a great lord rather 
tfapn ana petty. king. Seaeombe, inspecting of 
this resignation, observes that Lord Derby seems 
to hare been farther induced by certain conside- 
rations of policy. " The grant of the isle to his 
ancestors having originated in the house of Lan- 
caster, it was doubtless both prudent and politic 
to drop a title which might hate given offence, 
now that the posterity of the bouse of York 
trere established on thettoone." . 

Nothing, however, tan be more Unfounded 
than thss conjecture, since, in fact, it was bjr a 
union of the two houses that Henry claimed the 
crowQ. of England j and of the predominance of 
that of York, he was during his whole life ex- 
tsemely jealous, so as even to sacrifice his do- 
mestic peace to the prevalence of this sentiment 

" ■ \ ■ ill M f i i > n p jw i ..I- ' .. ' , 

* Thomas, tetoad Earl of Derby; (fad fifth lord of Mao, 
wceen(edbl604 4 
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cttAP. iv. 

Pttrther History of the Island under the Stan* 
. leys — Extraordinary Magnificence of Edward 
• Third Earl of Derby — Curious Law respect- 
ing Trade — Accession of itenry the fourth 
Earl'— Regulations made by him — Accession of 
Ferdinando, and his Death — Is succeeded by 
his Brother William, who has great difficulty 
to establish his Claims. 

The second Earl of Derby seems to hare set 
a higher value on his Manx territory than his 
predecessor had done ; and to have made fre- 
quent visits; in which, as appears by the statute 
book, he enacted various laws, all of a feudal 
tendency. The island had been now for a con- 
siderable time settled in peace, and freed from 
foreign invasion : yet was the danger or proba- 
bility of such an event still present to the posse*- 
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sors, who kept regular garrisons in the two cas- 
tles, and maintained the services of watch and 
ward all round the coast with great strictness. 
The whole population were then an armed mili- 
tia, and the profession of arms, with the occupa- 
tion of fishing, seems to have been the only ob- 
jects pursued by. them for a long course of time, 
whilst agriculture and trade languished for want 
of encouragement or support. 

In the yepr 1522* this noble lord died, leaving 
one son, Edward, a minor ; to provide for whose 
security, his father appointed no less than ten 
guardians or executors of his will : over whom 
he also placed five others of the first rank as su- 
pervisors, of whom the chief was Cardinal Wol- 
sey : and his lordship farther directed, that dur- 
ing the minority of his heir, all his officers and 
servants in the Isle of Man should hold .their 
rank and stations as at his death : and to ensure 
.their fidelity, he confirmed to them the salaries 
they then enjoyed for life, doubling the annual 
amount from the period of his decease, till his 
spn's majority should be complete. . 

But all these precautions were inadequate to 
the end proposed. The English, estates of the 

., • Thomas, fifth lord of Mao, died, and was. succeeded 
>£ his sod, Edward, a minor, Anno 1522, 
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young 1 JEarl were greatly injured Arid dismem- 
bered by the supervisors, particularly &e Cardi- 
nal, who took better care of tis 6wn interests 
than he did of his ward's; and obtained riaany 
grants highly injurious to the trust. Yet with 
all these disadvantages, the Earl still retained ka 
immense fortune, as appeals fr6m the riibny ex- 
pensive expeditions in which he was efegag&l,'in 
concert with his magrirfu&hi soveteigh, Retoy 
Vtll, as weir as the untisual splendor in which 
he lived, from whence Bis house 'was styled the 
northern court. 

Immediately after he bad attaltied' hi/ Majo- 
rity, he was one of the 1 prihcipaf knights com- 
panions who attended Wolsfey in 'an £tal>asfey 
to France, fife r was also 'with Henry at' the 
Field of the (ifotfi'of Gold, as' it n w&s emphati- 
cally styled ; and" kt the coronation of Ahna'Bb- 
leyn, he conducted' the 'Que&i'in bis 'barge ito 
Woolwich. On the accession' of Kffary , he Was 
appointed Lord High Steward, arid' waited' on 
her Majesty, nobly attended by tapwai*ds"of 
eighty esquires clad in Velvet/ dnd two Bundled 
servants in livery. 

Upon Mary's Heath, although her successor, 
Elizabeth, knew he had been one of the privy, 
council to the late Queen,' against many mem- 
bers of which she. ehtettiiMed ^ell-foiffifled rfen- 
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laments, of dislike ami resentment, yet was she 
so well apprized of the. probity and loyalty of, the 
JEarl, that she continued him in the same station, 
-and afterwards .made him Lord Chamberlain. ,<»f 
-Chester, in which* high office be closed fcis,)i£e#i 
•the year K>72i* 

The following -is, a summary of , the. high cha- 
racter-bestowed upon this nobleman by : bis. bio- 
grapher ; and few, indeed, are there of the most 
'powerful monarchs whose lives ,will bear , such an 
< eulogy, as is; here bestowed upon the lord of the 
-little Isle of Man ; . of .whom it js,said, , .«, that hjs 
greatness .supported lus goodness— his, goqdness 
ameliorating, his. greatness ! He .was, kind to his 
tftnanfcv hberal to his servants, .generous to his 
^friends, and hospitable .to strangers ! .His house 
was orderly and regular^ a college for discipline 
x wither than a palace for entertainment : ; his and 
his lady's .servants being so many young gentle- 
men and ladies, trained up to goygrn themselY$* 
Jby his example* rHis , provisions •, were solid ra- 
ther than dainty, .which, cost less and cojtfente4 
more : his table was constant, where all.weije ^el- 
come, -but .none invited. :He -hfld ,^ /repraate 
-in a check roltfor fotfy years ; Jwtpecypry d%y, 
sixty old and >decrepid persons .wefe fed at his 



* Edwtrd, sixth lord of Mao, died, Mm IBM. 
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expense ; and on every Good Friday, 2000 per- 
sons received meat, drink, and money. 

" Every gentleman in his- service bad a horse 
and man to attend them ; to ail which is added 
this high and just praise, that he was not muni- 
ficent at other men's cost : for once a month he 
looked into. his income, and once a week into his 
disbursements, that none should wrong him, nor 
any be wronged by him. 

" The Earl of Derby, he would say, shall 
keep his own house, and prove that frugality, 
justice, and good management, consist with great- 
ness, as length with breadth. , Therefore it was 
observed of him, that after his death not a trades- 
man could demand a groat that he owed, or a 
neighbour restitution of a penny that he had 
wronged him of. 

" The grand word with this nobleman was, on 
my honour, . which was esteemed sufficient for 
any engagement : it was his privilege, that he 
need not swear for a testimony, and his renown 
that he would not for his honour." • - 

I trust f shall be pardoned for this long ex- 
tract, which has certainly somewhat of a digres- 
sive character ; for though it does not bear ex- 
actly on the history of the Isle of Man, it must 
yet be interesting to the natives of that place, 
who cannot fail to be proud of a lord so greatly 
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and deservedly distinguished ; and, I confess, I 
take particular pleasure in lingering over these 
vestiges of the, sol id magnificence of former days; 
nor is it possible 10 avoid contrasting them with 
the tinsel parade of the present times. 

The historian who shall have to record here- 
after the style of living in the house of a noble- 
man, in the eighteenth century, will not, per-' 
haps, say much of the charity, the frugality, or 
the stately dignity and reserve- kept up there : 
but they may tell a more glaring story of thou- 
sands expended on a single entertainment, where 
the flowers and fruits of summer were mingled 
With the ices of winter, and the very seasons 
intermixed in a confused assemblage for the 
entertainment of those who disdain the sim- 
ple and rational arrangements of nature and rea- 
son. They may tell of masquerades and pharo. 
tables, of velvet hang ngs and Grecian lamps, 
apartments representing Turkish harems, and 
parterres turned into Arabian deserts. Should 
the writer descend, as the biographer of Lord 
Derby did, to the domestic arrangements, the 
brightness of the picture will be clouded with a 
view of every species of disorder and neglect : 
where each subordinate individual is employed 
in a separate scheme to circumvent his superior, 
whilst the tradesmen who have supplied the 
whole torrent of Juxury, are either pining in di* 



* 



70 itlSfcOKY 6* 

tress for thfe sums due to them on this prodigal 
expenditure ; or enacting on a false credit, and in 
4 narrower' circle, ah* epitome bf the same vices' 
and follies, Which in their occasional visits they 
have beheld, drawn oat to their nhnost reach by* 
their superiors!! 

If tf pa A of tlte €*ten&iv6 chaHties and princely 
bdSptality of these Earlier titties, may with *ome 
justice be charged to the account of ostentation, 
y^t watf the real good effected, undoubted in its' 
optf atfoh'; and tlte Whole had at more respect*, 
bfe character than oan be aserited to the luxuri- 
es ggotiftn 'tfftrcb now prevails. 

fty pSnttfafg tAt it&tos thus 1 broh^ht forward re*, 
ftp&tfrg the tofcd Earl Of Derby, one thought 
irftftt, hoWver, dc*ut, atC61hi parried by regret^ 
sdggesttfcg Ntf# fittle his Man* domifriftrisr were 
benefited by the stfpr&rAacy of this etalted ctau 
racter. No mark, not ev£u a tradition; remslifr* 
id proVe (hdt they profited itr a gingle hfsttfn06 
i>f fftk wisffloftt or his nraitffteence. He made 
fews; indeed; but they were to' rtgtdate his oWUr 
Officers, to protect, not his people bftt hi* teveAnej 
fod WWlst sill others of hi* dependents ddmai 
horidtar or profit from the gtfc&tnesa of their tord/ 
tab ndtftferf bf the Isle of Mktt toro §wffef«d hi 
pine in tltttet rifegltefct Of oppression. 

Ori the death of Jfidwttrd, sectfnd Earl bf 
Bfetby, hi* &>fi Henry sifctofcdeti to hfe e»tatt* 
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and, titles in the year 1572*: he is described as 
a nobleman of great learning and genius, as well 
as uncommon experience in public and private 
life. At the court of Elizabeth he held a dis~ 
tinguished rank. 

In the year 1588 f he made his first visit to 
the island, where, as it is paid, " his presence 
" was imperiously demanded to restrain the im- 
" positions and severities of his officers, and to 
" revive the drooping spirits of his subjects." 
When I read this passage J turned with eagerness 
to the statute book, and expected to have found a 
new era in ]Vf anx jurisprudence, from the date of 
ijiis auspicious visit : but alas, no such traces 
appear; his regulations were, some of them, 
minute, and others whimsical enough, but hone 
of them of a beneficial tendency.* When X 
reflect on the talents, the individuals of the house 
of Stanley exhibited in public life, through so 
many feigns, I am inclined to believe that the 
mists which formerly shaded the Isle of Man 
were now employed tp dim the perceptions of its 
sovereigns in all that regarded the internal policy 
of tjie country. 

Amongst other matters of equal importance, 
we find this noble earl and nis council busied m 

* Henry, seventh Lord of Map, succeeded WJ2. 
t His first visit and several regulations made, 1688. 
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regulating 1 the distribution of charity; they 
ordain, with the solemnity of a Tynwald court, 
" that beggars shall receive alms at the bell, but 
no poke or bag to be allowed ! Aliens were for- 
bid to go further inland than the next parish 
church ! Irish women loitering about were to 
be removed with the first vessel." The poverty 
of the people may be gathered from the descrip- 
tion of the dwellings ; it being made felony, for 
any man to enter a house or cottage without first 
ascertaining that some of the inhabitants were 
within; "because/' saysan'early writer, "in those 
days, they lived in mud hovels without doors, 
the entrance to which was occasionally secured 
by a bundle of gorse, or at other times by two 
sticks or a flail set across ; which was but poor 
defence to that which was within, except a man 
were also protected by the laws." The furniture, 
however, seems to have been on a par with the 
mansions, as appears by the restraint laid upon 
the coroners, who are forbid to take the pot or 
pan of a householder (if it be his only one) under 
an execution ; and also they are ordered to leave 
the woman her Sunday blanket, because that 
ought to descend to the next heir. 

Trade was also fettered in a manner the most 
injurious. The merchant stranger immediately on 
landing on the island, was enjoined to go to the 
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deputy to shew him his news, and also to give 
to him and the lord's ofiicers the first choice of 
his wares. After this ceremony had been per- 
formed, they were then to call in four men of the 
best in the island, who were to drive a bargain 
with the said merchant ; and if these could not 
agree as to price or barter, no other competition 
was allowed: all which ridiculous precaution is 
declared to be adopted, to protect the inhabitants 
from imposition ; for which it seemed no other, 
device occurred, but the establishment of a posU 
tive monopoly. 

The only popular laws enacted by the Earl 
Henry, was one preventing arbitrary imprison- 
ment of the person ; another regulating inherit- 
ance ; and one for the recovery of debt. What 
other benefits were derived from his personal in- 
terference does not appear; if there were any 
such, they were probably of a temporary nature, 
of which all traces are now lost. 

Camden states the Isle of Man to have been 
remarkably free from thieves and beggars ; but 
his translator, Gibson, corrects this assertion, and 
observes, that though there was no stealing oa 
highways, yet that they were much given to pil- 
fering, as appears from the severe penalties 
enacted for. stealing a hen, a goose, or even 
eggs ; and that as for beggars, they were in 
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$r£*i npmtarv both Irish and natives, with this 
qharacfcwstic distinction, that the Irish were 
used; teraisq a great cry ^nd clamour at the door, 
whiUA tfcp Manx pauper catered the dwell jog-, 
and twk him seat at the fireside ti}l relieved. 
Was.Qpfcthi^Wfne^hat straits* to the practice o£ 
the Remaps? who whe» demanding relief or 
shelter,, were? accustomed to place themselves on 
the hearth, and claim the protection of the house* 
bold gods. From whatever source this method 
of eoRtertiag aid was derived, it is still preserved 
in full force by the supplicants of the present 
day, who in country places ye$ establish them* 
selves, t* the former's kitchen, till their demands 
are complied with. The saiqe author observes, 
that there were not more thw si* families in the 
island, who dwelt iq homes of two stories,, all 
the rest inhabiting the mud cottages befpre "mo- 
tioned. 

In the year 1594,* J3wl Henry retired to h# 
house aft Latham, where be died, lefurjqg two 
sons, Ferdinando and William, both of whqqi 
wens successively Earls of Derby. The first 
enjoyed his great possessions a very short time, 
feeing cut off in the prime of life by the trawtary 



• Berth of Ead Henry, and succession of Ferdinand©, 
Anns ISM. 
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of* a settant, *ho administered*, poison- to binu* 
tfhe cause of this diabolical not i? nofc v<e*yj 
clearly ascertained : the accwtot ftcny ombe'gi vea* 
of it? is far from being? satisfactory. It i* a* fob- 
low*: that Eliaabetb having afe that time many 
seditious subjects who* had fled to foreign cowrte 
to avxttd punishment, them fugitive* an* <mr 
om Rtobarc* Haokety to prevart oai th* Earl *0 
Darby to get ay a^ claim to the crowitof England^ 
foafbded; on bis decent ftfoaaM avy, seared 4«Bgb* 
Mr of Henry VII. threatening if h* diA net **- 
dertake this enterprise, thai be shook! shortly 
dijs to a meet wretched manner. The Earl na~ 
tdratty deettaed embarking? » a pftet so aboard^ 
but iti* «t#aerdia«ry, that be eafferad the 
senger to escape. Shortly after he was i 
with a severe and incurable sickness, which ia a 
lew days pat an end to his elJstenee. This de- 
plorable event, according to the temper of the 
times, was generally ascribed to witchcraft ; and 
a story is told of a : waien linage found in bis 
chamber, vrith hair* of the colour of bis in its 
belly.* 

But the real fact of this poisoning is well esta- 
blished both by the symptoms of his disease, and 
the flight of his gentleman of the horse, who 
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the same day on wbicb the Earl took to his 
bed, disappeared, and was never more heard 
of. Ferdinando leaving no son, his entailed 
estates descended to his brother, William, who 
had. been so many years abroad, that his exist- 
ence was at this time* much questioned; and in 
consequence, the guardians to the daughter of 
the late Earl, took possession of the whole pro-, 
perty for their wards, without reference to his 
priority of right as male heir ; so that on his re- 
turn to his native country, he found himself both 
an unexpected and unwelcome guest, having, 
first to identify his person, and then with little 
money and few friends to contest his rights with 
a large class of opponents equally interested and 
powerful. 

In this disheartening situation, he was recog- 
nised by several old tenants of the estates of .La- 
tham, Dalton, and Newburgh, who knowing 
him to be their lawful lord, supplied him with 
money to support his claim. The contest from 
the beginning appeared likely to be of considera- . 
ble duration, and the government of the Isle of 
Man .being in consequence thrown into a state 
of disorganization, the Queen of England, ap- 
' prehending her declared enemies, the Spaniards, 
might resort thither to the disturbance of her 
peace, for better security, thought proper, in 
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1601,* to commit the care of the iiland to Sir 
Thomas Gerrard, Knt. till the controversy should 
be decided : but as one evil is generally the pa- 
rent of others, so it happened that whilst the 
different branches of the houte of Derby were 
contending who should possess the sovereignty 
of Man, a new question arose as to the original 
.grant under which any one of them could esta- 
blish a claim. 

It appeared that Henry IV. had givtn the 
.island to the Earl of Northumberland ; that on 
the Earl's rebellion he resumed his gift, and 
bestowed it on Sir John Stanley, first for a year, 
and then for life ; but Northumberland failing 
in battle, was neither attainted in parliament, 
-nor his possessions confiscated at the time of the 
first grant, and the King's subsequent grant in 
perpetuity being founded on that original one 
for a year, made before the King was legally 
entitled to bestow it, could not be of any vali- 
dity. ; 

^ The Queen, however, out of regard to the no- 
ble house, whose ancestors had rendered such 
services to England, agreed to waive this ques- 
tion of right and the other matters relative to 

* Sir Thomas Gerrard appointed to govern by the Queen 
of England, Anno 1601. 
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' Use property being adjusted by amt of com- 
.-prnmiae and agreement, thd sovereignty of the 
afead was. confirmed to the family on the aame 
rfctradaticn. 

»A11, then, (hat remained was, to ascertain the 
*rue heir, and after long argument, it was de- 
jeidedby the judges, that » the heirs general must 
-take > it before j their wide, which decision was 
founded on the descent of the island in a former 
ooase:fa>m ReginAkl,/King of Man, tohiadaugh- 
fieeMaryyiarid through her to Mary , the wife i of 
Iflir WiJliam de^lAoatacote ; whereupon, the said 
.■Bar! sWIliam was forced > to come to a treaty 
with t the r> heirs g«net&l for the pur-chase of i ail 
,4tor ;ae*earaLclaiai8>aod interests, which he at 
den gih> effected, and being established in posses- 
ion sn the year \KJ07; # he applied to Jatnis 
otbeiPirstfor a patent, confirming the Isle ef 
7ttarv<to him and .his heirs forever ; which was 
^accordingly granted, but under a restriction, 
that neither he nor his successors should sell, 
-assign, ior transfer, >tbe island from Jus or their 

r/The^onclusien of this qobleflaan's.life iwas^as 
"remarkable as all -the farmer part had > been. 



•• • E*ri William confirmed in the Lordship of -Man by 
patent, James I. airao 1607. 
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'His early years were devoted to the pursuit of 
adventures in foreign countries, where Ms ex* 
ptoits and escapes 'made the popular legend of 
the times, and laid the foundation of taany a 
roniantic tale' as well as' song. "The meridian 
of his dfrys was involved in 'the perpl&lrig dnd 
Vexatious contests tieedftil to establish 1 'his title, 
and rescue his property, Which he otily enjoyfed 
a short time when he grew weary of the tram- 
mels of rank and dignity, add Unsolved' to repose 
his 'harassed mind and wofn-dtit 'body in the 
shades of complete retirement. 'At the time' he 
"formed this resolution, his son, the'Lofd fttr&nge, 
was of an age and character admirably adapted 
to support the splendour of his illustrious house j 
and, in consequence, Earl William made adefed 
of gift in the year 1637,* by which he put him 
in present possession of all his rights, including 
the Lordship of the Isle of Man, reserving to 
himself only £1000. per annum, with which he 
retired, to close his life in peace on the banks 
of the Dee, where he. died in 1642»f 
I am now entering on the history of a man 



* Isle of Mao assigned to Lord Strange in the lifetime 
of his father, anno 1637. 
t Earl William died, anno 1642. 
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who, though descending from a long lioe of 
heroes eminent for wisdom and virtue, and him- 
self exposed, through his whole public life, to 
misfortune and mortification, yet amidst all the 
difficulties of the times, and his own situation, 
has universally been distinguished from the rest 
of his house by the title of the Great Earl of 
Derby : those who examine the records of this 
family, must naturally expect that the series of 
actions which elicited this honorable distinction, 
would be highly interesting in the detail ; and 
therefore I shall make no apology for giving the 
leading particulars of the life of this exalted 
personage, connected as they are with the history 
and situation of the Isle of Man during that 
period. 
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CHAP. V. 

History of James, commonly called the Great 
Eatl of Derby, and Tenth Lovd of Man— 
his Arrival in the Isla*d-*~Disturbances there 
— First Account of Captain Christian— Lord 
Derby* s Return to England. 

JTames> Lord Strange, began his public career 
in the year 1627, the third of Charles I. when 
he sat in parliament, as Baron Strange, at the 
same time with his father, the Earl of Derby. 
Sir William Dugdale, in his Chronicle of the 
Times, gives him this character; that, " setting 
aside the great state in which he lived, and his 
wonderful hospitality and beneficence, he was a 
person highly accomplished with learning, pru- 
dence, and loyalty ; and was one, if not the first, 
of the peers that repaired to Charles at York, 
when the seditious Londoners had driven His 
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Majesty from Whitehall; and though he (ltd 
not usually follow the court, yet, when he saw 
the king's affairs required his assistance, he 
thought himself obliged, both by religion and 
allegiance to serve him to the utmost of his life 
and fortune." 

It is painful to observe, throughout the great 
contest which ensued, how iu the vast sacrifices 
made by this nobleman were received and re- 
quited, though the dmntofested and j>ur* prbw 
eiples of loyalty, on which ho anted, are fcyioeed 
and euhantod to an t i»fcSAmple^ isgreq by the 
tr^atjment he received $ jet must we ever review 
with wonder and disgust, the folly f ingratitude, 
and suspicion, of the court to which he devoted 
himself; nor can we be much surprised at the 
/ate of Charles \. when we see htm influenced*, 
in defiance of comtndn sense, to insult and dfe* 
countenance, the only man who, by Iris pow*e 
and inclination, was able to prop his sinking 
fortune. 

It is probable that, When questions of liberty 
and right were first agitated, in Opposition to 
the exorbitant claims of prerogative rie* up by 
tfee kihg, the.Eafl of Derby hid 1-ather taken 
the popuKrf side of the cjtlfesti^tl * * tfut that the 
moment he perceived the real: tendency +f these 
proceedings, hi decided ofc giving his Support 
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Where it was soon likely to be most wanted. 
CdntrriryjIibweverjtopoHey, which should have 
taught the miilfetats-.df Charles to deceive such 
an ally With open arms; they seem from the be- 
ginning to have wished rafther to drite him to 
contrary extretattiw} Wr which absurd cbndtict* 
only one rtttio rial Jcause can be assigned, and 
that was, the htipg of dividing his imfnehse poi- 
sessions attMngsttheih-^a hope so remote, and 
sd little supported* by the aspect of thfe time*, 
that it can scarcely be adduced as a teason. 

But thbtrgh Lord Derby was vety coldly te- 
ceived by tbi&e about the! king, yet he prudently 
concealed bis sense of their neglect; and, with 
the plainness and integrity of his loyal mind, 
held himself at bU times ready to receive and 
obey His Majesty's commands. 
* In the beginning of thfe civil wars, he availed 
himself of the tstefem and respect with which he 
was regarded by' the gentlemen and yeoihanry 
in his immediate neighbourhood, to raise three 
thousand men for the kings service, whom he 
contrived to' equip, though he had previously 
lent all his own arms to His Majesty, from whom 
hdhrfcl a warrant to receive an equal huinber, as 
Well as a sflto of money for hkr services; both 
Which, by the intrigues of the courtkrs, he was 
prevented from obtaining. 

62 
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The first considerable debate in which he met 
with strong opposition was, on the question 
where Charles should set up his standard ; Lord 
Derby strenuously recommended Lancashire, as 
being in the centre of the northern counties, and 
directly accessible to the royalists in them, as 
well as in North Wales: he represented the 
Lancastrians as generally well aflected, and 
engaged to furnish three thousand foot and five 
hundred horse at his own ; expence, besides 
which, he had no doubt of enlisting sevep thou- 
sand more under Hi& Majesty's pay : these con- 
vincing arguments so far prevailed, that it wast 
agreed the standard should be setup at War* 
rington; upon which, his Lordship sat out to 
dispose the country for die service ; and so far 
did his success exceed his hopes, that in three 
great musters made by him on the heaths of 
Bury, Ormskirk, and Preston, at least 20,000 
men appeared in each field, most of them ready 
armed with pikes, muskets, or other instruments 
of war; but, strange to tell, the king, instead of 
availing himself of these extraordinary levies, 
and of those which the earl farther calculated on 
raising by his influence in Cheshire and North 
Wales, he suffered his jealousy to be excited by 
persons, who suggested that this excessive po- 
pularity of the earl was, in itself, a danger of 
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the most alarming description; they reminded 
him, that in the outset of his political career, 
Lord Derby had been in opposition to the 
court; they hinted his own near alliance to the 
crown ; called up the popular principles of his 
ancestors as evidence against him; nay, even 
urged the act of Lord Stanley, who, at the 
battle of Bosworth field, had seceded from the 
cause of a murderous usurper, as justifying a 
doubt of the loyalty of his descendant ! 

By such ridiculous and unfounded insinuations, 
was this weak monarch induced, even in con- 
tradiction to his own wish, to set up bis standard 
at Nottingham ; and, not content with this 
change of plan, he was so insensible to his in- 
terest, as to be persuaded at this crisis, to divest 
the earl of the lieutenancy of Cheshire and of 
North Wales, and even to join Lord Rivers with 
him in the commission for Lancashire. 

EUd Lord Derby's mind been constituted on 
the common principles of human infirmity, these 
acts must have made the enemy, who was now 
pnly feared ; but the earl, agreeably to the true 
greatness of his spirit, scorned to let the folly of 
others become the parent of crimes in him. He 
was distressed, because be saw the injury the 
royal cause must sustain ; but, with reference to 
himself, preserved the utmost equanimity, both 
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pf temper and carriage, and merely dispatched a 
gentleman to York, with letters to JJis Bdlajesty, 
signifying his entire obediepc* to hi? ple^ur^ 
/and adding, 

." That although bis enemies wftuld notr alfow 
him to s^rve his king, they should never so f«r 
provoke him as to make him, desert the royal 
cause ; that he submissively resigned the lieute* 
nancy of Cheshire and North Wale*, to which 
he begged to add that of ^Lancashire alsp, rather 
than be subject to the reproach and qwpiiion 
of having a partner in the governgient," &c. 

These letters had no other effect than that of 
inducing Hi? Majesty to remove Ix>rd Riyers, 
and leave the earl single in the command of 
Lancashire. But tboqgh he restrained ^11 ex- 
pression of resentment, jet was, this injudicial 
and ungrateful return to his services highly in- 
jurious to the royal cause, and induced such & 
spirit of discontent in the north, thftt many gen- 
tlemen, hitherto well inclined, either deserted or 
remained neuter * and thg peppfc sowing in very 
slowly to the king's, standard, he began to re- 
fleet on bis ill, pgago of tlw JSavl pf Derby, on 
whom.be now called fo? that £^id he bad so per- 
tinaciously rejected before, , 

Under 5UI digadvaptag^i, ( h'i* Lordahip again 
raised, ctybe<fl, and wpied, three regim^nto at 
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Ma own 6tai^, wltK wfcoi* he preMted himself 
before the king' at Shrewsbury. Mtmfcheafcer 
being at this time in the faandn off die rebels, 
thfe«ltr6ction *f the earl's forces watt at Charles's 
particular request, grreh to Colonel Gerrard, who 
was despatched to invest that place, bat lie net 
making the immediate progress expected, the 
eatl was sent thither to quicken the proceedings ; 
nor was Ms eventual Success in this enterprise 
Very doafetfiil,*when, with the usual fatdity of 
his changeable counts, the k|ng wrtfte to desire 
Lord D&by woqM return wjtb his men, to sup- 
port him 1 against an expected attack in another 
quarter. 

'I?he earl, though mortified and disgusted, yet 
knew no principle of action but obedience, he, 
therefore, to the wonder and regret of his troops, 
raised the siege of Manchester, and* by: forced 
inarches, joined Hi* Majesty, never doubting 
but he should still' be permitted to retain the 
command of his ofatt brigade. One knows not 
which to consider as most wonderful, the mad- 
ness of the king, or the endurance of this excel- 
lent and powerful subject, when we find, that 
so far from this being the case, he w*ft without 
any reason alleged, or even an apology offered, 
deprived of his forces, apd beheld them trans- 
ferred to two other officer*, on: the ridiculous 
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pretence that he most attend hie charge as Lieu- 
tenant of Lancashire. 

The earl, for the first time, ruffled with this 
shameful indignity, exclaimed " Sire, if I have 
deserved this treatment, I have deserved to die," 
and then demanded instant justice againpt his 
enemies or calumniators. The king, however, 
pacified him, by observing, that his own affairs 
were in disorder, that the rebels were in full 
march against him ; and he entreated Lord Derby 
not to let any private quarrels interfere with 
matters of state, promising him ample satiafiui- 
tion when the present troubles should subside. 
Though greatly and justly irritated, the earl was 
induced, by this remonstrance, to conceal his 
own vexation; and even by his wisdom and 
temper, contrived to allay the natural indigna- 
tion of his friends, and induced the soldiers to 
obey the officers now appointed to supersede his 
command. But, from this time, he relinquished 
all personal attendance on the court, and em- 
ployed himself in fortifying his house at Latham, 
in effecting which, he had great difficulties to 
surmount, having divested biipself so completely 
of his arms and stores. Nevertheless, he con- 
trived in two months time, to raise a good troop 
of horse, and two. companies of foot, all of whom 
he lodged and maintained in his own house ; ap<J 
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with whom, in several sallies, he defeated parties 
of the rebels ; and with the assistance of Lord 
Molineux and a part of his regiment, took the 
lawn «f Lancaster by assault, and was in gene- 
ral so successful, that he strode a terror into the 
country* confined the rebels to their own gapri- 
scras, wd encouraged the royalists who now 
flocked to hi* standard; so that he was enabled 
to inarch to Preston, which he succeeded m 
taking, after a most obstinate and sanguinary 
contest; he then proposed to Lord Molineux to 
inarch to Manchester, anxious to retrieve the famev 
which bo had hazarded, in obedience to his sove- 
reign, when he raised the siege of that town air 
most in the moment of victory. To this expedi- 
tion, Lord Molineux had partly given his consent, 
when he received orders from the king to join 
him at Oxford j and not only so, but, to the ex- 
treme 9stpni&bmeat of the earl, commissioners 
were sent to the officers of Lard Molineux's 
party, to recruit their broken companies out of 
the new raised forces of Lord Derby, who was 
thqs not only deserted by his auxiliaries, but 
actually deprived of his own men, and left to 
make his way hack to Latham-house alone, where 
he shortly after received an intimation from 
Charles, that he had intelligence of a design 
formed by his enemies against the Isle of Man, 
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<mdth*t be considered tite lordship's presence 
there as absolutely necessary for the preservation 
ft that place. 

When Lord Derby read these dispatches, he 
efccktated wrth -more than ordinary tofieefrn, 
'*<&& his enemies liad now' obtained' their will, 
baring prevailed' on Ms 'Majesty toy banish him 
to4uctv a distance." However according to his 
tosual system of implicit obedfence, after tneffec* 
fttally representing his fears, that alt Lancashire 
would take the parliament side as soon as the in- 
fluence and restraint of his presence shonhf be 
removed, he reluctantly prepared to ftftowthe 
course prescribed for him; having 'taken soeh 
precautions as were still in Ids power, for the de- 
fence of his lady and children, whom* he was 
necessitated to leave m Latham House, he' took 
shipping for the island ; but brfore he departed, 
wrote the following letter to his son, Lord 
Strange, in justification of his conduct; and as 
he says, ' 

* 'Ttf tfcke off the objections which those 
who* knew not' all the Causes of his departure 
blight very naturally make, when every gallant 
spirit 7 had engaged himself for their king and 
country, that he only should leave the nation; 
tteSert his Majesty's service, and remain neutet M 
fl^th^n goes on to relate, * that at this time a 
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report WW spread, that the Scots intending* te 
asfost ,th# parliament would labd in Aha norths 
and io their wty endeavour to take the life of 
M«n, which uugtat prove of ill fcoosecpience't* 
hiftMajesty's effaws, «* I had also," says his lord* 
ship*" received letters from the island, intimating 
great dinger of revolt there; for that maty 
people* fallowing* the example of England, bp» 
gnn ty murmuring and cotoptiining against tike 
gesempsent, aqd from some seditious and mefced 
spirits, h*d learned the iaine lesson with tht 
JjOP^onpfSy to come 4o the court in a tumnltoous 
nwntf, demanding new laps and a changt of 
the old: that they would pay no tythesioth* 
ahkffetf* bwrk np bishop, despised authority; and 
ewft rescued some, whom the. governor had imi- 
piwoned for insolence and: contempt It 19 alee 
reported *h*t a ship of. war, which I had for the 
promotion of the island, is tahen by the parlia; 
toept fleet; ; and therefore the ftuben, .with those 
of her council, strenuously recommend that I 
should go forthwith to the Island to prevent im* 
pending mischief, as well for bis Majesty's ser* 
vifcfci .ft* for the preservation of my own iahefrit- 
Aae& Bow* ftthftrs may be satisfied with, this 
ahtrt ration, Jkudw not:; but yen, my mm $ 
are hound to believe icell.of-your- fetber, and- 1 
to bo thankful to Ctoi that yousauweltimder* 
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stand yourself and me ; as for others I am Mi- 
jsoneeraed whether they understand me or not" 
... r M be Earl on his arrival at his principality,* 
found things in. greater coafasieto than he had 
Jlppfahended ; to which many separate causes 
had combined. Two or three years before* a 
QMestioa had beeo agitated respecting the rights 
ky whieh the inhabitants held their lands* The 
officers of Lord Derby, by raking up some old 
records and customs, either bad, (or pretended 
they had) discovered that the lord bad an indefoa- 
eiMe and absolute right in the landed property 
of the whole island, founded on the conquest of 
Goddard Crovan; who according to their ac- 
count, when he took possession of Man, divided 
the .whole among his followers, not as an abso- 
lute gift* but by grant as tenants at will ; and 
as the sovereignty when bestowed npon Sir John 
Stanley* invested him with as full, positive, and 
unalienable rights, claims, and authorities as any 
former king had possessed, so it followed that 
his original title in the lands was equal to that 
of the first conqueror, 

I know not by what logic this claim could be 
maintained, in opposition to the statutes, which 
provided in case- of a failure of heirship in the 

'" ill, * n - ,-- — - - - -■■■ 

* Laid Derby arrived in the island, Anno 164% 
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direct line, that proclamation should he made 
three successive Sundays for the next of kin to 
assert his tenant right; but in all probability, 
the lands had by this time increased 4 in value, 
S|nd the old rental or fines being thought too 
little, this expedient had been resorted to for 
improving the revenue; and as ho title deeds or 
charters were in existence, the estates having, 
as before related, been granted by verbal cession, 
the people were entirely at the mercy of their 1 
lord, who now intimated a design to reassume 
the whole into his own hands. 

This alarm having been spread, and suffered 
to take its full effect, it was not difficult to per- 
suade ah ignorant people t6 accept of the com- 
promise which was subsequently offered: namely 
that they ahopld make a voluntary resignation of 
the *hole, on condition of receiving back their 
individual possessions on lease for three lives ; 
and to this measure they were the more easily 
seduced by the example of their chief deemster, 
who was the first man to deliver up his estate ; 
but no sooner had he led his countrymen into 
the: trap laid for them/ than he obtained an act' 
of Tynwald, reinstating him in his former pos- 
session* ; fend by this shameless avowal of his 
perfidy, he opened the eyes of the natives to the 
treaAery by which they had been misled. 
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This whole proceeding' at any time would be 
rtgarded to equally hazardous and unjust; but 
at 11ms crisis was mote than commonly impolitic. 
The spirit of inquiry and resistance which had 
burst out in Englatad, could hardly be prevented 
spreading to the Isle of Man; and fosttoed'by 
such aft act of oppression, was almost sure to 
create disturbance and revolt* Indeed, the pro- 
ject itself is so infcOtUistent with the high charac- 
ter and integrity of tb* Bar! of Derby, tjiat I 
cao only account for its being carried into effect, 
by supposing that he was at the time so com- 
pletely occupied in the affairs of his sovereign, 
and the situation of his native country, thAt he 
left the management of the island wholly to his 
qflHoers, who took advantage of this neglect to 
oppress and circumvent the people ; or, perhaps, 
bfelferved, by this arbitrary act, they . should eri- 
hancg their power, and' be the better able to re- 
strain the Manx, if in imitation of their nfeigh- 
boprs, they should grow restive. 

fhis policy, if such it was, proved extremely 
shotf sighted. The murmurs excited about the 
IfWfa, sow ran oat into ©titer channel? ; . and 
some impositions of the clergy, wherein* they 
had hitherto acquiesced, were now loudly decried 
apd even resisted. That there were some serious 
complaints made e gainst the officers of Lor* 
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Derby, appears evident .from One of his letter 
to but son, in which he offers the following rea« 
sous for having appointed governor Greenbalgh 
at this tirab to be lieutenant. 

< 4 First, that he was a geritte man. born, and 
mch tonally scorn a base action* Secondly, that 
be had a good estate of bis own, and therefore 
need Aot borrow, of another, which hath been lei 
fault id* this country : for wben governors have 
wanted* aiid been forced to be bttolden to thosd 
who may be the greatest, offenders against the 
lord and the ooatitty, in such ease the borrower 
becomes servant to the Under, to the stoppage, 
if n*>t the perversion, of justice* Next, he sms 
deputy lieutenant and justice of the peace in his 
*wn country; and he governed his own ajfeim 
well* .and therefore wa; thenars likely fo^do 
flfrfne«" » ..t*.;«r#; i*\ 

His lordship observes further in the same let- 
ter, ** My o&tnipg was in good time, for it is be- 
lieved by iftos4, tfeat & few days longer would 
hate ended > the happy peace which this island 
bad #0 long* efrjoyed/ When the people knew 
tf my arrival, they were much affected with it ; 
Md^fouAdlbflft'^Qreenhalgh" had wisely cor. 
f§6t£d mflfiy'fcrror* by patience and good con* 
dtttf; frr tob&rvilig the general disorder, h? had 
<&tirtfefeil fjbe"p#>ple were to be won as tame 
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wild beasts, and not by violent westling, lefct 
they should turn upon us, and know their own 
strength. 

" The captain before my coming had impri- 
soned a saacy fellow in the face of the rabble, 
by whom he was loudly supported, theydeckiF- 
ing they would all fare as that man did ; which 
the governor only answered by threats to lay. 
every man by the heels, who should continue to 
behave in the manner that he had done ; well 
knowing, if he had proceeded to punish the of- 
fender at that time, the rising would have been 
general, and they would have soon ascertained 
how little his staff of office could really do to N 
annoy or hurt them. " Greenhalgh" then ad- 
journed the court to another time, and ordered 
that they should put all just causes of complaint 
in writing, to which he promised redress, and 
so allayed the tumult for that time." 

Soon after Lord Derby's appearance in the 
island, whither he was attended by a considera- 
ble train of gentlemen and servants, he called a 
meeting at the Tynwald Mount; where he in- 
vited every man to state his grievance, and by 
the dignified affability of his manner, revived 
the hopes of the people in his wisdom and justice: 
but as liis own words will best describe the tem- 
per of. the natives, together with the policy 



L 



THE ISLE OF MAS. ' 07 

adopted by him, 1 shall transcribe the passage 
from his. own memoirs* 

" When the people are bent on mischief, it is 
a folly rashly to oppose them, without sufficient 
power, and force ; neither is it discretion to yield 
to them too much, for reason will never persuade 
the senseless multitude ; but keeping your gra- 
vity and state, comply with them seemingly, and 
rather defer the matter to another time, with 
assurance that yon will forward their desires, 
by which you may gain time, as if convinced 
by their reasons, and not the fear of any dan- 
ger from them; and by the next meeting 
you may have taken off some of their leading 
champions, and otherwise by good words and 
fair promises, soften them to your own will; 
remembering that tumults are easier allayed 
by daring and undaunted men, than by wiser 
ones." 

, " And thus J chose rather to give them hopes, 
and prevent their falling into violent measures 
till I could be provided for them j and, indeed, 
I feared so many were engaged by oath and co- 
venant, after the new way in Scotland, that it 
would not be easy to make them sensible to their 
error. . Nevertheless, matters were not so ripe. 
%s I could have wished ; and it was not amiss 

H 
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•rea to address myself to the chief aototfa in the 
business, telling them somebody was to blame} 
that I apprehended the people were misled, and 
that it would be an acceptable service in those 
who could bring them out of it j and if the- com* 
mon sort. could be persuaded of their mistake, 
it would hinder any further inquiry into the bu- 
siness. Upon which some really confessed their 
faults, amd discovered to me the whole design, 
by which I made one good step in dividing the 
faction, remembering the old proverb, "Divide 
et impera." 

What this design was, is not explained ; but 
. I conceive from the regulations then made, that 
it mm* have been a limitation of the aatlprity of 
the lord, or rather his officers, and a total ex* 
pulsion of the clergy, against whom a violent 
and general aversion was engendered by their 
interference, in certain temporal concerns, by no 
means properly coming under their cognizance/ 
particularly the making of wills, an office they 
had so entirely arrogated to themselves, that 
the heads of the church actually refused to register 
any but such as had been drawn up by a . minis- 
ter; and the influence thus /obtained over the 
minds of weak and superstitious persons on their 
dtatb-beds, had been found highly injurious to 
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their descendants. Besides which, in many cases 
where no wills existed/ the ecclesiastical officers 
had interfered to make unjust and arbitrary dfe* 
tribations of property. They also claimed a fee 
called a corpse present, which bore very heavily 
m proportion to the property left to a family ; 
and withal demanded a tythe of the wearing 
apparel of the deceased, with many other ex- 
actions equally grievous and oppressive * and on 
the omission of survivors to pay any of these 
dues, or the neglect to bring in their tytbeg, it 
was a custom to repel the offenders from the a»» 
erament at Easter, as veil as to prosecute the 
matter in the spiritual court, where the clergy 
being judges in their own cause, and subject to 
ilo appeal, their proceedings were pretty sure of 
being supported and confirmed. 

In fact such was the disgust this body had 
excited, that it absorbed many other subjects off 
complaint quite as imperious, though not so im* 
mediately felt, for we find that these grievances 
being redressed, and the clergy thenceforward 
restrained from all interference in laical con- 
cerns, the great question respecting the tenures 
was suffered to sleep, and actually did so till the 
time of James, the last Earl of Derby, in the 
year 1707. 

H2 
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I now recur again to Lord Darby's memtirs 
for some further account of the affairs of the 
island. 

" After this/' says his lordship, " I appointed 
another meeting at Peel Castle, where I ex- 
pected much wrangling, and met with it, but 
had provided for my own safety, and if occasion 
were, to curb the rest j for in such cases it is 
good to be assured, of whiph, notice being taken 
you will deal with them much better j otherwayg 
the old saying is very true, that he who is not 
sqre to win is sure to lose." 

Many busy, bodies spoke Jfcfanx only, which 
some officiously said should be commapded to 
hold their peace, to which I objected, for I 
eame prepared to give them speech, knowing 
by good experience that those people were their 
mother's children, loving to speak much, and 
should be ^ dealt with accordingly, giving them 
liberty to put themselves out of breath, and they 
will be the sooner quiet, aud the more content 
if you deny them after much speaking , than if 
yon prevent it. I resolved ; to give them liberty 
of speaking in their owu way, for to reason with, 
them. was in vain, provided they crossed not my 
motions, which I was careful should be just and 
lawful ; and to bring my designs to pass, I had 
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spies amongst the busy ones, who after they had 
sufficiently spoke ill of my officers, began to 
speak well of me, and of my good intent to give 
them all the satisfaction their grievances re- 
quired ; that they were assured I loved the people, 
•and that if any were so unreasonable as to pro- 
voke me, they would ran a great hazard, as I 
had power to maintain my actions, from which 
there was no appeal." 

Lord Derby then proceeds to speak of Cap* 
tarn Christian*, of whom he says, " tv/dUt I 
was here 1 became acquainted with one Captain, 
Christian f t who, I observed, had abilities suffi- 
cient to do me service, and being recommended 
to me by a friend, I inquired more of him, and 
was told he was a Manatsman born, and Ami 
made a good fortune in the Indies, and he 
offered on these terms, that being resolved to 
reftife into his own country, whether he held the 
place of power or not, he would be content to 



* The 4 same who Afterwards suffered for alleged treason 
to thejcountess and her family. 

t By what. follows, it ia plain he nm&t allude to ,soin* 
former period, most likely when he took possession of the 
island in his father's life time, as I find many acts confirmed 
fay him when Lord Strange. 
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hold the staff of government, until I made choice 
of another ; when he would willingly resign, and 
a* for pay, he valued that so little* that he would 
do the service without any, or what pleated 
aae. 

" He was an excellent companion, and as 
rode aa a sea-captain should be ; bat somewhat 
more re6ned and polished* by serving the Duke 
of Buckingham about a year at court:, thus 
far I cannot much blame myself; but think if I 
bad a jewel of value* I prized it at too high a 
rate, which he knew very well, and' made use 
thereof to his own end*, abusing, and presuming 
on my support, in all his actions, which from tiote 
to time be gilded ever with such fair pretences* 
that I fbelieved and trusted him top inuqh ; also I 
gave too little heed to the complaints against 
him, which was my fault, for which I have be*n 
whipped, and mil do se no mure. Whilst h# 
governed for mm* ymrf t he pleased me very 
well, and had the quality of the best of servants; 
for whatever 1 bid him do, he performed, and if 
it succeeded ill he would take it upon himself, 
but if well, he would give me the glory of *tt; 
this he did whilst I continued my favours to him, 
the denial of which would have been as ungrate* 
fnl as unwise in me ; if I should not thereby 
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tare obliged him to me, as the only means id 
beep him good; but he was over forward ki 
making many requests, whith, while they were 
fit for me to grant, I did not deny ; hot indeed a 
good Servant would rather be prevented by hi* 
lord's generosity, than demand any thing of 
himself ; and choose to be enriched as if enforced} 
rather than pretend to it ; and ascribe the benefit 
to the honour of bis office, rather than to merit 
Bat I observed the more I gave, the more he 
asked, and such things as 1 could not grant, 
without much prejudice to himself and others r 
so after a while I sometimes rafosed him, e* 
which it was observed to fall oat according to 
the old observation, that when a prince hath 
given all, and a favourite can well dewrn no 
more, then both grow weary of one another*. 
The earl now exerted himself so eifectaaBy to 
amend public grievances, that he soon estab- 
lished peace and unanimity in the island, an4 
having lost all apprehension of farther tumults; 
from curbing he turned his attention to benefit 



• It is worthy of remark tow greatly this account gives 
of Christian differs from another, both taken from the tame 
tather. 
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his people, and to this purpose framed several 
wise and beneficial schemes, which were unhap- 
pily frustrated by the sequel of his melancholy 
fortune; speaking 1 of his. sovereignty, he says, 
" no subject that I know hath so great a royalty 
as this, and lest it should at any time be thought 
too great, I keep this rule, that I may more 
securely keep it ; ' To fear God and honour 
the King/" 

. His lordship remarked, with some concern, 
that by going to the top of Mount Barrule he ' 
could see England, Ireland, Scotland, and 
Wales, an extensive prospect of adjacent king* 
doms, such as no other place under heaven can 
boast, and he adds bis regret, that his own prin- 
cipality, though within sight of all, should yet 
derive so little benefit from any ! He declares, 
that the country is far better than he had sup* 
posed, and takes shame to himself who was so 
little acquainted with his own, observing in a 
letter, to his son, that this Isle wiU never prosper, 
until some trader or manufactory be established 
in it, and even that, if carried on simply by 
ffl£rChTTnt§7~or strangers, wHl ~n<5F^uffice~unIess 
encouraged and supported by the example of 
the lord himself,, by which means you may grow 
rich yourself, and others under you improve 
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the land, so that ia time you shall have neither 
beggars nor loiterers, and where you have one 
friend now, you shall have many ; every house 
shall become a town, every town a little city ! 
The sea will abound with ships, the country 
with people, to the great benefit and enrichment 
of the whole*" * ' 

The earl even entertained an idea of erecting 
a university here, a thought probably originating 
in the traditionary fame of the island, for scho- 
lastic learning, and certainly he mentions, somte 
things which might have been advantageous in 
framing such a seminary, particularly the cheap- 
ness of living, and the absence of all temptations 
to luxury or dissipation : at the same time the 
barbarous and almost savage styte into which 
the natives had sunk, during two centuries of 
depression, left no likelihood of support from 
internal talent or example : and to lay down a 
design, of which all the materials were to be 
drawn from foreign sources, seems a scheme al- 
most too visionary for the steady and rational 
character of this noble map. 



* The truth of this observation is every day becoming 
more obvious, nor do I think Lord Derby's extensive cal- 
culations of benefits to be derived from •uoh co-operation 
are at all exaggerated. 4 '*Z* 
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Ail these purposes of utility and public good 
were, however, interrupted by the alarming in- 
telligence the earl received, of the extremity td 
which hit wife and family were reduced m 
Latham boose, which had now been under siege 
lor four months, and was still defended by the 
extraordinary courage and genius of the heroic 
countess* 

His lordship, in consequence, resolved one* 
more to revisit England, where he landed in 
April, 1644, and immediately implored the 
king's favour and assistance, for the relief of his 
lady and children. Ifrinee Rupert having, at 
this time, obtained a victory over the rebels at 
Newark, his majesty directed him to take La- 
tham house In hi* way through Lancashire to 
York; and to quicken his highness in his march, 
Lord Derby gave the soldiers a largess of 
£3000, which * he had raised on his lady's jewels, * 
conveyed to him out of Latham house by tf 
sally. 

The prince having entered Lancashire, and 
defeated a party of the enemy at Stockport 
bridge, the news of his approach induced 
Rigby, the commander of the forces before La- 
tham, to raise the siege of that house, and ac- 
cordingly he quitted the trenches, and with all 



1 



THE 1MB OF MAN. 107 

his strength, being about 2000 men, hastened to 
secure himself in a garrison of the rebels in 
Bolton, where, with this accession, they made 
op an army of 2500 foot and 500 horse. With 
these Rigby resolved to give defibnce to the 
prince, who, being advertised that the siege of 
Latham was raised, and the late besieger with 
his army fortified in Bolton, determined to do 
all in bis power to avenge the affronts and 
sufferings of his relation, the Lady Derby; 
wherefore be hastened to . Bokon : here he at 
first met with a repulse, and called a council of 
war to decide upon his future proceedings, 
when the earl considering how much he was 
Concerned for his lady and children, who, unless 
the town was taken, would immediately upon 
the prince's departure, be again besieged, re- 
quested his highness to allow him only two com* 
panies of bis own old soldiers, then on the spot, 
under the compiand of Colonel Tyldesley, and 
to give him the honour to command the van, 
saying, •« he would either carry the town, or 
leave his body in the ditch." The prince, after 
some importunity, consented, and every thing 
being prepared, orders were given to make the 
assault on all parts of the town at once, where it 
Was possible to make any approaches. 
To conceive the enthusiasm by whidi the 
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men commanded by the earl were actuated, we 
most take into the account, that these were a 
part of his own tenantry, called forth at ficat 
from affection to his person, clothed at his ex* 
pense, separated from him with a reluctance 
which had never been forgotten, now unexpect- 
edly restored to his sight and his command ; and 
led by him to avenge the insulte which every 
man felt in his own person, as having been 
offered to the beloved lady and children of their 
lord, their friend and benefactor. Thus in- 
spired, no physical strength could withstand or 
pppose their energy ; they followed their brave 
leader directly to the walls, and after one quarter 
of an hour's dispute, entered the town, and 
either destroyed or drove out the whole rebel 
force. This action was performed May. 23d, 
1644, and the sudden and surprising conquest 
of this town is wholly to be, ascribed to the 
courage and resolution of the brave earl, and big 
200 Lancashire m^n. 

The prince sent all the : colours taken at 
Bolton to the Lady Derby, and from this plactf 
was prevailed on to inarch to Liverpool, where 
the rebels bad a strong garrison, under Colonel 
Moore ; and where, after some difficulties, . the 
same success attended them as a£ Bojtpn ,• . after 
wh ick the Prince and Lord Derby took Latham 
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heuse in their way to York, where he staid 
some days, to refresh himself and his men, and 
viewed with regret and astonishment the shat- 
tered state to which that magnificent building 
had' been reduced during the siege, without 
havipg subbed the heroic spirit of its noble 
mistress. 

Having well considered the outworks, toge- 
ther with the commodious situation of this place 
for defence, the prince gave directions to add 
several bastions, counterscarps, and other works 
necessary for its better protection, in case of 
another attack, and bestowed the command at 
the request of the countess, on Captain Edward 
,Rosthern, leaving two troops of horse for a 
garrison : and having recruited his army, his 
highness now urged the earl to return with his 
lady and children to the Isle of Man, a piece of 
advice so inconsistent with the interest of the 
king in whose cause they were now contending, 
that it is. impossible at this distance of time to 
account for it:, but in whatever motive this 
council originated, it was immediately adopted, 
and the whole of the noble family sought on the 
barren shores of Man, that peace which was 
banished from the more fertile plains of Great 
Britain. 

The earl left in his house at Latham, his 
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domestic chaplain, Mr. Rotter, then arobdeacon, 
and afterwards bishop of Man ; and also another 
gentleman, who had hitherto been attached to 
his person, by whose excellent disposition due 
proriwion was made for the defence of that 
place, of which the siege was very soon renewed, 
and the house was at length taken, after an ob- 
stinate resistance. 



V 3 
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CHAP. VI. 

Continuation of the History of the Earl to hi* 
Death— The Island surrendered to the Parlia- 
ment—Restored to Charles, Earl of Derby, on 
the Accession of Charles II — Trial and Exe- 
cution of Captain Christian — The Manx oh- 
tain the Act of Settlement from Earl William, 
on whose Death the Island passes into the 
Attiol Family— and u finally invested in the 
Crown of Great Britain. 

FkOM the time of the earl's return to the Isle of 
Man, till the year 1651, he and his family re- 
posed in peaceful, seclusion, ^nd the benefits 
attending his residence were widely diffused 
amongst his subjects. . Until this time the 
Manx had scarcely known the use of coin as a 



112 HISTORY OF 

circulating medium, uone having ever been 
issued in the island, and but little brought from 
other countries : hitherto the cents had been paid 
in corn or cattle; and the little commerce 
carried on had been maintained by barter : but 
as many people besides those immediately at- 
tached to Lord Derby sought shelter here from 
the disturbances in England, the prosperity of 
the community was greatly advanced, and a 
x striking improvement in the manners aud habits 
of society took its date from this era. 
, As to the earl himself, his state and his means 
were much curtailed by the sequestration of his 
vast possessions, a small part only of % which he, 
or rather his children recovered in 1646, being 
sent over by him for that purpose, in consequence 
of an act of parliament then passed for com- 
pounding with delinquents; under which his 
seat and lands at Knowsley were restored to the 
use of bis family : and he was further informed, 
that on his submission to the existing govern- 
ment, the whole property should be refajrfied: 
but this he absolutely rejected, and at length the 
short gleam of peace was clouded over by the 
renewed malice of Bradshaw-, commonly cjriled 
the bloody president, who instigated the parlia- 
ment forces against the family, on account of 
the resistance of the earl, who detained the Isle 
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of Man, in defiance of their orders : and m con- 
sequence, the two ladies^ his daughters, Cathe- 
rine and Amelia, were made prisoners in Liver- 
pool, whither they had fled from Knowsley on 
the first alarm, intending to proceed to the 
island ; and so deplorably were these illustrious 
persons reduced, that they were even obliged fo 
solicit their daily bread, from people almost as 
necessitous as themselves. Upon a complaint 
made to General Fairfkx, by the unhappy suf- 
ferers, he sent a message in writing to the earl, 
puiporting, that if he Would deliver the island 
to the parliament* Us children should not only 
be set at liberty, but he should peaceably return 
to the enjoyment of his English est&tesi to which 
his lordship returned tins answe* : 

« Tbfct he was greatly aftieted by the suffer-* 
togs of his children ! that it was not the coursd 
of great or noble minds to punish itifiocfent 
children for their fathers 9 offences ; and that it 
would be clemency in Sir Thomas Fairfax to 
send them buck to him, or to Holland dr France; 
but if he could do none of these, his children 
must submit to the mercy of Almighty God, but 
should neter be redeemed by his disloyalty."* 

• Than is soother kttsr spaa retail in «hs Msoa Stststs 
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Jt 4tai tktt* thfey cdAffi^d^tiddnenftt eighteen 
irionths, until dikrl^J If^Mvirig 1 beeto crowned 
krhg^iri BctiHand/wa# f €ril*Wd^to > ftiake ah at- 
tempt bh^Erfgland, 1 AAA irtVited-Ldrd Berby to 
jbin hlnr there':! 9*h«fc efcrl nmn4diafely took hia 
flfcparttir& with' a train .of IWrfee' hundred gentle* 
men, 1 who liatP at^onip%&& 1 feitkin Iris fretreat* 
fctad rib^'glkilf'ieifrtkngea^^cene^oTqhieft and 
safttyriSi'afeotfi^^flFaft iff the royal otose.*- 

J ivi odr«j ;>i-« «w !■» ^.e/ x* r Ma ' v .; , . i : 
btttti* dattft UMfi^^dd^fiwd by*4e W<tt>portc«tftae- 
qtrai lrt*>4 .^^6^^; ^ Jimy** <>ftr*,ftf)4e;(|> jpfo as 

f#!°«?: vdi^M. f id ..•• -rf * . i : .:i,' ;* ;»«;. 
:! >j - "^aiV^'rjicO dr il^al' •:".» '• , j- . 7* § ■* • 

" I received you* tetter ttfchiUiigiiatift* and cretin* you 
tbif *o»wt$, t^tfl <wgf* baf, ^**dei; wheitfe 3*14/ could 
ga^ anyhop^ f^^mr, tJjptf,! jbojiM, like you, prove 




your ^6ftA,^KWltkifoiA- fcwr, add aMldfc'yitit- friwotf, 
and *n* ib ^tatidif veriag> up this dlafa*to vmnpltom 

solicitation : * hut, if jpu trobble me with, any more mes- 

* Lord Derby returns a second" Time to England, Anno 

£%»- .-v. " tit *; &-1.091 r qc ;*« .-. t-«j f .r, : Jtfo7 * 
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Whep k flipcb|lw]io h*4 charge oft Bit family, 
heard offluurd ©ferby'rarrivaly beidhnHbied them 
off to Charter, fearing; as U » <>iar<ft.ithat nobfe 
lord would? khocfc athife,dbei\4tt inqniiMbr them. 
4Phe king had raanehedi thfougfe Lancasht ^be- 
fore *he bacTs atrival, *h5otv hastened ht&Lord- 
ship'* depdrtaret to 'Warrington* wheife iMapic- 
-Generil Afasgey waited ttd receive hio), «nd that 
Teryovght brought in' niany pf AeiPmbytetian 
party; to his'Latfdship/ rkhoi <«ldr€&in£r himwrtf 
to thm*; h&\A s , 'ytbidbeiV^in^&ifrbm the Isle 
of Maw, to de Jfcfife Majesty ;aH the aerriqe - in* his 
<power f that the kbiy h»d. r given him a ptetioife 
WMirafacto, that * a)L thbwgenttaaiea ; of <thkt uper- 
BtasiiMi (Presbyterians) wodkKbe rteady to ijeia 
'hitn^:andthatt<he^ds.ready^ to receive whole r*r 
pleased to come to him, and to march directly 
fcobjainifthe royal arnrjr/t> i«H) rr ; Li ;./ . 
, .To thfa, km»of ^eniw^ktem rephedv "> that 
he boped,o*nd *> dUkuafafhoSfe who* *rare with 
^m, %A te^Ikwlkhip,^A%rid (put away all the 
Xapistfrhehqi brdagU ftoiwlfcetislasd, and that 
Jbel would rhiinself tfak^tfee^overiaat, and theft 
th^(WoU6,AU^il:bilttiV> no/ I: , . m :>u>.'- 

Lord Derby expressed his astonishment at this 
unexpected requisition, and begge<T toTtnow, if 
what the speaker had JttpaaUfil, were the senti- 
12 
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meats of the whole parly ; which they unAni* 
metisly declared they were, and without his com- 
pliance* they could, en do consideration, co-ope- 
rate with him. To which his Lordship rejoined, 
that on these term*/ he might long since have 
been restored to his whole estate, and the Messed 
martyr, Chferle? I. to his kingdom ; that he came 
toot now to dispute, bnt to fight, for His Ma- 
jesty's restoration; and would, cm. the issue of 
the first battle, submit himself to the king's di- 
rection in that point; that ha would refuse nooe 
of any persuasion whatsoever, that came in cheer* 
folly to serve the king, and hoped tbey.wouty 
give him the same freedom; for that be was 
well assured, all. those gentlemen be brought 
with him, were sincere and honest friends to tbfe 
royal cause. ••' 

It was in vain that General Massey seconded 
the earl's arguments, mad made us* of the streng- 
~ est, exhortations to petsuade them to lay uBide 
all animosities ; the whole party insisted peremp* 
to^ily in their demands, so that, perceiving all 
further reasoning useless, the earl only added, 
" Gentlemen, if you will be persuaded to joia 
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me, I make no itotibt, in a few days, to raise ' as 
good an army to fellow the king', as that he has 
now with him ; and, by God's blessing, to shake 
off the yoke of bondage, resting- both on yon 
fctfd as — if not, I cannot hopfe to effect mucfc, i 
may, perhaps, have men enoagfa at my command, 
but all the arms are hi your possession; without 
which, I shall only lead naked men to the' slaugh- 
ter: however, I am determined to do what I 
<*an With the handfii! of gentlemen now with me 
for His Majesty's service, and if I perish, I pe- 
rish ; tut if my master sofffer, the blood of an- 
other prince, and all the *nsuing rmseries, win 
fefe at ?oar dooifc." 

~* This remonstrance havtafg no effect; his Lord* 
ship vent out warrants for all persons witting to 
serve the king, to repair to him forthwith at 
Frestfen, where many catee to him from all 
parts j but before he could possibly raise itad *o* 
centre a sufficient number, Colonel Lilbom, with 
one thousand eight btridred dragoons, and the 
fbrt militia of Lancashire and Chester, marched 
directly against Lord Derby, who, having nt 
that time about six hundred horse, and trusting 
to the goodness of bis cause, and the courage of 
his companions, he resolved to engage with that 
small force, the gfert body of the enemy; and 



accordingly ^aye ojdeiff; tq 4lRW ch, % Wjgan, 
cb*o$pg that, tqwiy oa,^f^t of its faith and 
Iqgg^as Jhe be^pflffr io^wa^tthe eoetny .; but, 
MB^WP'yv jkilfcwv- by farp^d, marches, had m- 
V C .%?A?4 jWp* W4 -.*>«%? W» iJLordship ,.could 
iTe^hhisdestia»tiop»hacl Hi>ed the hedges in the, 
apu|Qach . to .the. to^n ^ith. M bi£ ..infaauy, an,d 
g*ea^y apuqj^^e. ad van^ng, party. The- earl, 
fcoweyer, ^qgt on, b>. ,vay ,jj» good ord.ejj, apd, 
having .^ded* hi*Lho<s<*oi/»*> two., pag^a,^ 
gay<j tfc?,c#i* maf^^f. ,4he,-te*r to S^T/ypuas 
^djejsley., and'^)Q^he,v,a^hiofisel^ tyy^feH 
Iftfda&p **! ajj,b^ f par^ W de >eif jjjay (%r 
through the large body of the ^emy^Jju^. at» 
tfmp|iogj ^.ar.thiid^une, and, t^ing,. oppraqped 
apd . «wf(^d , fey SM&efliial , ,£9?»t)ep* . % , Jlfl& 
Wi*W?»g$Oo„.:gir .Th/^ttas 0} TyJUJesley»? ,anjj 
mw>ih<**h«r: fcraije .g^le*^ *k»< the„.)vhp^ 
w«r* )t yqpBa|4^t«}g overftfj»^ ,^4<pfld.I)erf>y haji 
«■!«, hwsdJ J^.uqder.hiWi Jl*eiflg r reroou^e,d 
both,,tiip^ hy^ faijthfid ^ryawt,, a F^nphava^, 
tohtoM la#t lo*»his lifp.by.bia maMejf ? » fide^ 
*e4hiixi<hajS0. »i . )mA •..,.;.„ .; -,; 

V ::.-••?• U.;i: , • i. . : 'l» . ,• J*.;-; •" • ■: . •...•« 

"1 . ... ii««rj aii; hi^ .• •/•.-• .' •< <•, . i: .,•_ -.j ,. 

* * TOirl is af-tbtf- tiad a ■Mteometii in-Wigm; Lane, in 
ofitfaeferato #b**U in lfl» Wm< . •. • 



mounted rfas tfeiye* aid, jvfiOpflUrpt^r sintfa.; 

^pted%#intt«ad jhgife *#4 aciua%*«aah«}d, 
tbfttfcwa, w£Kfe*b» fcojrifbjp jlfareM hjm|etf&<np 

deoly f>Butti|$ # befofiftrAbft->ewwjfl <*phf/W?» 
fete hijnj ; t!J»e W9ma*>ftf- Jfc* taljWvltf pjkjtetol* 
tilj.h* was tfWi£?<»L fc*A . |4ve*«rf.#riiaW« ,wb$j* 

iog^,j»p* ; in4^Tvqw «eawjb waSLWWJa % hu»* 
Of iJ*erP»»rtalft4r»* -glWtli|p%^hfeJbjgl a^fon** 
P*nie&bjnfr,/fc M «4i#>^.Wf f .«W 1 4^MWWlf ; Wn 
ceivqd say£n : .8bete «Mhje: bjrpasfrrpto^ *>vj,&K r 
teen co(s Mpo»,fcip ^^-^^^wL^ W? Wft 

W«Rfr» began his jo^^Jtajq^^ight,...]^ 
wards Worcester, where he^r.ipedjJjejiflre^the 
battle ; and though still suffering from his harts, 
attended his Majesty thraaglftfabfarirife Sght on 
t^^dofeeptegi^J^L^ „,. ■ Aif)! ., „ 

.: 33* .ifH^r^f ^^T^VtMPatejeflgagfmentfb^ 
ing so decidedly fatal to the royal party, Lord 
Derby con ducted th e 1rtng- vs the~lraose "of a 
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#ay to Worcester, and taring thafte disposed of 
hit Majesty in safety, he pfepared for his return 
to Lancashire, being 1 accompanied by the Earl 
of Lauderdale, and about forty mete, who, 
taking* their march through bye-way*, had Afe 
nrafortaae to fall it* with a regiment of foot and 
a troop of horde, commanded by Major Edge ; 
and after h *ery short contest, the earl and his 
companions tiaade themselves known, and de- 
manded quarter, which was granted with a pro* 
tttise of honorable Usage on their submission; 
bat no soon* had this valiant nobleman fallen 
into their hands, than measures we** taken to 
revetoge the febntefflpt he had ever shewn for the 
reb*b> by bringing him to trial and death. 

Dtrfctg the preparations for this iniquitous 
business, his Lordship wrote the following letter 
to the Countess, then in the Ide of Man with 
three of her children, the others being still de- 
tained m Ch^hire-* 

« My 4ear Heart, " . > 

" It hath been my misfortune since I left ybir, 
not to have one line of comfort from you, which 



* IVdiea filer the battle of Wbfteskr, Sept 6, Aano 1661, 
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bath been most aftettve to me; aftd'tfttt, and 
what I how farther write you, mast be a miss of 
many things in one/' • 

He then goes on to detail the particulars of 
die engagements, and his captivity, and adds, 

" I thought myself happy m being sent pri- 
soner to Chester, where I might hare the com- 
fort of teeing my two daughters, and to ted 
means of vending to yon ; but I fear my eominf 
here may cost me dear, unless Almighty 6od, in 
whom I trust, will please to help me in some 
other way ; but whatsoever come tf me, I have 
peace in my own breast, and no dtscouteat at 
all, but the aflictive sense I have of your grief, 
and that of my poor children. 

" Colonel Duckinfteld, governor of £b town, 
is going, according to his orders from the par- 
liament General, to the Isle of ASan, where be 
will make known unto you his business: I have 
considered yoor condition and my own, and 
thereupon give yon this advice, take it not as 
from a prisoner, for if I am never so close con* 
fined, my heart is my own, free, still as the best, 
and I scorn to be compelled to yoor prejudice, 
though by the severe* tortures. I have pro. 
cured Baggarley, who is prisoner in Ms toWn, to 



qpipe ^fltr,** you ^h.f»]f ( fetter; J have JpWk 
^jjm my reasons, and he ^il^iell ./y^a them j they 
may save the spilling of blood in Jthat jslantf, 
and it may be of use to some here dear to you : 
^ut.gfUiat^ake 4W> ; Rare, Djeithet; trpat alkali* /or 
I pefg^v^^wiU^oyoij.flpoije^hprt than gppd.', 
" Have a care, my dear soul, of yourself and 
Wy M d ?^ c |Wr* I, :i a^for/t^ .Jiprej, I ^illjgive 

SiAw'fsffift?^;^^:^ $*<*»* that 

Wfl^bbs^iPHWb tfiqMEfdifor % bette^l 
thgi^k G#4> ancL^opkL have beon^gi^er com- 
fort to me if I could Ijave left him move, or if he 
IwJ B r ^^fM ^^(f? r bM*^£* ; The discpurse 
I4tavqjha4«h#*e of the Isle, of Man, has produce^ 
&fe ^flftfceejdftjfirj at l§asl>^V^h /desires pf mine,. «| 
* f /J ) :c.^i!i>tHl »* ! an/ t »:,u; ... ■ J .' . ■ uw 

!-• • .. ' o / I i . ' • :jO , f . • .- (U* 

, * ^i*;slgjtyt aj^Kajrfttcc,^ /discontent, .jritii. Lo*| 
Strange^ former proceedings, wbich/*appears from these 
few wVnJs. to have influenced*! he mind of his father, origl- 
tiatecf, rb'il^rbtititftyi 'mH^maVftrfge h* had contracted 
wHti'tfl^&dy Helena Rtffc-'jt'Gtrmftii of hettbratfte ft- 
wHrfi bat ad f Jrtuoe,. wttw^ siAtequoptt p* ridencd and gottt 
c*ndu$ jieyggialf sfej m(ififjl hi* cfioic* , , ; . ■ . 
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Itfk*Pti r ' BaggwrWy' frill deliver to you upoa 
«at|i» toJbeutWBfri aad, truly, as wattes go, it 
wJibeAbet beflk.fcr .you//ta make conditions for 
y^mtf, .vbildreo f ia*dl friend^ in the manner a* 
propose*}*, #• as y*m can>fw*ber agree with CoL 
Pjftckiftjiejf); whc|, being so much a gentleman 
btiRDtillfiU doabtlesft fpiv.Jiis own honor, deal 
feiriy withiywu I-l-^ 

".•SToli know hbwmtfeh that place is my darlings 
but* sitiqe it i*<*k>d's will to dispose, in the maa* 
M^JfiWoC this nation,, and Ireland too, there is 
nothing- fujrtber to be said of the Isle ef Maa, 
buti\o refer all to the will of God ; and so, trust- 
ing to.!his assistance- and goodness, begin -the 
watfd again, thongb near t6 winter." 

The judges being appointed, and court formed, 
for the trial of the earl >at Chaster, be appeared 
before diem unsupported. by councilor assistance, 
and contended strenuously, that, having. yielded 
*px>h aasufcance of • quarter, his presort trial was 
contrary to the usage of nations, and the rales of 
fear;<but these objections were over-ruled, and 
his oftericesr being summed up, he was declared 
to-be guilty of treason, forasmuch .as he had 
borne arms for Charles Stewart against the par- 
liament, and that) he .now held the Isle of Man 
in defiance oCti^em; and they instantly proceeded . 
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to pass sentence of death upon htm, alfowtfcg 
only the short interval of foor days between that 
and execution, which was intended to prevent 
his appeal to parliament. However* Lord Strange 
having previously ordered relays of horse*, mde 
post to London in one day and night* and got 
his petition read in the Junta, by Lenthfcl, the 
speaker, the only man who would either receive 
or read it ; and it is even probable it might have 
produced a mitigation of the sentence, had it 
not been for the manoeuvres of Cromwell and 
Bradshaw, who, perceiving the turn things were 
taking when the speaker rose to put the ques- 
tion, themselves, with eight or nine of their ad- 
herents, quitted the house, so that the number 
left being under forty, no decision could be 
made; and Lord Strange, finding all other ef- 
forts fruitless to save the life of his father, re- 
turned with incredible speed before the hoar of 
execution. 

The. earl received this confirmation of the fatal 
sentence with fortitude, and calling those who 
he wished should witness his death, he prepared 
for the scaffold, having written his last letter to 
his lady and children, and given further directions 
to Mr. Baggarley, who had orders to proceed 
without delay to the island. He was then conn 
ducted to Bolton, the - place appointed for the 
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iduditig scene. of bis mortal existence, and 
there satiroundtad by a weeping multitude, his 
head was severed from his body,* and next day 
die corpse being earned to Ormskirk was depo- 
sited with Its ancestors.! 

In the epistle he left for the Countess, besides 
much affectionate regret for her sufferings; and 
adviee as to bar fiiture conduct, he repeated his 
former counsel respecting the Isle of Man, re- 
marking that whatever she might do for the pre- 
sent, it Would be grievous and unavailing to re- 
sist the parliament forces, seeing that they bad 
at that time the command of three nations. 

It may truly be said, that with this nobleman 
the sun of the house of Stanley went down ia 
clouds and darkness : he had married early in 
life to the most noble Charlotte, daughter of 
Claude, Duke of TremouiWe and Trevors, by 
whom he had issue three sous, Charles, Bferoi 
Strange, who succeeded him, Edward and Wif- 
Mam, both of whom died young; also three 
daughters, Henrietta Maria, married to William, 
the gteat abd unfortunate Earl of Stafford, and 



* For the particulars of this lamentable sacrifice, see ap- 
pendix A.; as also for the whole of the letter to the Countess, 
and instructions to bis son, Appendix B. 

f Loid Derby, beheaded at Boston, October XQ, 1051. 
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died without issue* as did likewise the second 
daughter, Catherine, tvho married H^n^y, Mar- 
quis of Dorchester; Afnetia, tlte-youngeM, was 
united to John, Earl of Atbol* through whom 
the lordship of Man devolved to thfe Ath*Wa- 
inily. .: j.- »• \J' 

The deplorable fate of the Eari was^ fcr 
from being considered as a sufficient atonement 
for his offences against the reigning powers; 4hat 
they vigorously prosecuted their designs Against 
the Isle of Man ; being resolved 4o deprive his 
unhappy family of their last asylum* ;" Dubttin- 
field" and " BirfcK" werg inlmediatbiydespatciiod 
with teio ships and a considerable military fbtce, 
to whow the island was surrendered without fut<- 
ther contest ; though, as it is said, -contrary to 
the inclinations and intentions of the tvwfo wed 
Countess, and evert without proprfrttiputotfofe 
in hor favour/ The hiNtorian-of tie ho<n» of 
StanJey, as well as several contemporary writert, 
chaig0<]!aptain Christian with treason/ in yields 
ing up his trust <S6a^mbe^< account of the 
matter, in which hfc* copied by SitftrafereLin hi* 
history of the island, is, "that the two generals 
corrupted " Christian/* to whom the Earl bad 
solely entrusted the* prpjpctipr^of his family wd 
the command of the militia ; that h* in conse- 
quence suffered them to land without opposition, 
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and 'th^ti treach&Uusly seised upon Am lady ao4 
tier chi!dren,**fth th#« gbtdHIMfrs-ef both castlfts, 
iu tbe-ftiiddfe ef tf* ni^lfti 'r*h»4Mkr mtfrntog*, 
tbe safia'e •ftdttr'IftW'trig ftotytred biii'fctainlrfmett 
to «Uoper$te»Vith4i&By4»otlght» hfo ^prisefcws *e 
" Dackin^eld" aa*-''««Vblk t M '^ImI t'aW-tU 
CotHUe& that 'Ch»fifciaW'»batid%u«re&«»ed *he 
Islahd apbtf articles.''' .■-^•'"dO no •..-, *•*:«(» 
By wn^'of'teigliynitigtfie im^tltWttb^'tt-^- 
^if; it is furthH- sfaWJ-thaf tffi*m«ttJ*& JhifebtelL 
W'the late * a rT fWf^fo ^hflk fdrtun*? haV»fc 
4ieeh brOugW up byhW'froto a,#Bll3, and ew. 
Vrch'ed'softl^byhw interest and patrtiirag'e. The 
fcontrMtet&ns bMhiif Whole relation a?6 WnifcSt ; 
by the Earl's"' oWnicibixnt, 'hie 6nly becaine ac- 
ijuainteJi^ehCbrislcWn at ia'tery laW date, and 
after ttatV&rftfrh'atf realized a large fortune in the 
*Ea& Indies; }>0 f?eitfefer is hVvery likely that Lo'rtl 
toe^haff'fet&rfyfclaW^ny particular feonfi- 
felfcjf WRta? limce He-hatf pfevlbusly discovered 
TfaanyldiWR^Wlji* character and conduct. It 
^&nwH(Pfiy§7tMFentffe, War* tnou^h ■ he mijght'-etf- 
«rttft sM [ ei}Jnlly J a^a}nkt ( ttie i noble femily, be 
-cmfBcft jttMfy *«* <***£& Wfth treachery'-; aHo* 
though " Christian ^Arafd^lost^^lift^' 
th^^a^yklWn^a^^/fteiWi/eva^r^ea. 
sot? ftf ^^S'rflartHfe fcfarreTffler of'^he'island 
WaS'AaaV witeWhe!ccrtfeivanw 3f 'tfce-Countes*, 
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and in obedience to the last will jmd directions 
of the deceased Earl j who in two several letters 
recommends this step in the strongest terms, be- 
sides referring to a verbal message on the same 
subject, which be directs his chaplain, " Bag* 
gfcrley*" to deliver opon oath. 
. I conceive therefore the only fault justly 
chargeable on Christian, must have been that 
of precipitating what could not be avoided, or 
perhaps neglecting to secure sucjt favourable 
conditions for the Countess, as he might have 
done. Though from the treatment the Earl 
had undergone, it is not likely any great trust 
could have been reposed in the engagements of 
thpse who had the full power to enforce the sub- 
mission of this island, without binding them- 
selves to any articles; and though the difficult 
situation in which tbe Earl stood, previous to 
his last return to England, might have induced 
him to continue Christian in the coapmapd of 
the native troops. Yet is it much more proba- 
ble, that his confidence waa engrossed by his 
own friends, whom he left with Lor4 Derby, 
particularly the two Governor* who were bro- 
thers of the name of Armstrong. 
, Lady Derby, on being acquainted with the 
capitulation, expressed a wish to retire to Peel 
Castle, from whence *he probably thought it 
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would be easier to effect a removal to France or 
Holland; but this was peremptorily refused; 
and she was very strictly guarded in Castle 
Rushen, where she continued a prisoner till the 
restoration. 

Meanwhile the parliament bestowed the island 
on Lord Fairfax,* who from his characteristic 
generosity, would unquestionably do all in his 
power to ameliorate the distress of his illustrious 
captive. He appointed a gentleman of the 
name of Challomer as his deputy ; and the 
change seems to have taken place without ex- 
citing any extraordinary sensation in the natives, 
who probably so long as they were governed by 
their old laws were very little concerned to know 
by whom those laws were administered. The 
character of the Manx in the course of two hun- 
dred years had, as we have before observed, been 
completely altered ! They were no longer a war- 
like or chivalric people, who could be stimulated 
to exertion for the relief of a distressed lady ; and 
her merits or her afflictions, appear to have been 
passed over with perfect indifference. 

By the vestiges still extant of an encampment 
made at that period, I conclude the forces under 



«TIj« bland giaofid to bndFsfe^ Anno 1W*. 
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the rebel general* mwt have remained sogie con- 
siderable time in the island ; but there is no record 
of a single alteration in the existing laws or cus- 
toms in consequence of the transfer. Mr. Cballo* 
mer, the new governor, who was a man of talenta 
3nd learning, amused his leisure hours in writing 
a short history of the country, which I have seea 
in manuscript ; but it affords little either to in- 
terest or inform : nor was the possession of Lord 
Fairfax of sufficient length to afford time for the 
ditplay of his . legislative abilities. He held the 
power only from the year 1952 till 1661 or 2, 
when the King of England being restored, 
Chajrles, Lord Derby, was reinstated in his 
tight* in the isle ; which was almost the only 
act of justice he obtained from bis sovereign j 
who* notwithstanding the eminent services of 
hi* father, aad his deplorable end* dying as he 
did a, Wfcartyr to royalty* peremptorily refused, 
tft^sign Manual to an act unamwQUfh/ >oted n% 
both Houses of P^rfiao^ent* for restoring thei 
wgptestered estates sf th* IXerby family •* 

This excessive ingratitude* and the failure of 
her last hope for the re-es$abU§Utae*t <?f her cfeil- 



Tin ; truth of this relation has been denied by Mr. Pen* 
iinnt and oih* rs, but I have ifoilowed the historian of the 
house of Stanley, who suaerts.theL fast. 
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dren in their just rights, had such an effect on 
the spirits of the Conntess, who had hitherto 
borne the reverses of fortune with unexampled 
constancy, that she entirely sunk under it, and 
shortly afterwards died, as was generally be- 
lieved from disease, brought on by this aggra- 
vated mortification. 

Of the Earl Charles little has ever been said, 
during the period in which he might have dis- 
tinguished himself, wheta his father was con- 
tending for his king and country, or exerting 
himself for the protection of his own possessions, 
Lord Strange seems to hare remained in a state 
of inaction ; and one cannot but observe that 
in all Lord Derby's discourses and tetters, there 
is no reference to his eldest son as the natural 
protector of his family. He gives him, indeed, 
certain abstract rules and maxims for his own 
conduct j but on no occasion does he present to 
his lady in her distress the consoling hope of her 
son's doty and affection ; nor does he even re* 
commend to him the care of his younger chil- 
dren: but as in these sad times, the quiet of 
families was disturbed by the same circumstances 
which destroyed the peace of nations, it is very 
possible (though from the prudent reserve of the 
parties, it doea not appear) that some political 

KS 
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questions had interrupted the domestic harmony 
of these persons, more especially, as we find 
that Lord Strange was at liberty, when even the 
daughters of the Earl were subjected to close 
imprisonment. 

In one case, however, the Earl Charles seems 
to have been actuated by a desire to avenge the 
injuries of his mother ; and that was evinced in 
the severe prosecution he caused to be set on 
foot against William Christian, on account of 
his capitulation with the rebels. No sooner was 
Lord Derby reinstated in power, than this man 
was brought to trial on a charge of treason 
against his liege lady and her children j and that 
he had given them up to the hands of their ene- 
mies contrary to his duty and allegiance. 

This cause was tried before the usual court of 
the island, consisting of the deemsters, council, 
and keys. On the first hearing Christian pleaded 
the king's act of general p*r<Jon, ip bar of all 
proceedings. The majority of the court denied 
the efficacy of this act, whicfr they contended 
could not exfeod to, the Isle of Man, that having 
30 often been declared, to be an independent sove- 
reignty, and *9 being at apy rate of t no effect in 
acts pf treasop, charged to be committal against 
the persop,o£%$y of the,, Q^Jtff^ Iwd °5 Jwty 
of the island/ * . . t . 
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Oi> this oceasmi, one of the de0mste>4> named! 
Edward Christian, (probably a relation of the 
culprit,) dissenting from the rest of: the court, 
made proclamation against the whole proceed- 
ings, and withdrew himself first from theee&t of 
judgment, and afterwards made hia way to Eng- 
land, where he represented die affair as it was 
in agitation. Meanwhile, another deemster be- 
ing hastily appointed, they came to a prompt 
decision, by which sentence was passed on the 
delinquent, who in vain claimed bis right of ap- 
peal to the King in council j and though through 
the deemster who had fled, such representations 
had been made, as obtained a royal order for 
suspending his sentence, which was transmitted 
to the Lieutenant Governor No well; yet under 
pretence that this order did not arrive in time, 
the unhappy man was carried to the place of 
execution, and there shot ; after which his large 
estates and property were confiscated to the ser> 
vice of the Lord. 

However deficient in public spirit, or submis- 
sive to the will of their superiors the Manx might 
be at that time, it was not likely that such p*o* 
ceedings> should pass unnoticed. Accordingly we 
find in the year 1Q63< thai a son of this William 
Christian petitioned the king for redress; upon 
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which petition an order was made to bring the 
persons composing this prttetubd court of jastice, 
as it is thert termed, to answer for their conduct 
before his Majesty : when it was satisfactorily 
proved that William Christian had been illegally 
pat to death for treason pretended to have been 
committed against the Countess of Derby, in de- 
fiance of the act of indemnity, of which he had 
daiped the benefit, and also of his appeal to his 
Majesty. 

Whefenpon the King, with advice of his <oun~ 
cil w*<* graciously pleased to order that Thomas 
Norris.and Hugh Cannel, the two deeotetars 
who had decreed this violent sentence, should 
be imprisoned in the King's Bench, to be thence 
after proceeded against, and receive condign 
punishment, for so heinous an act ; and the other 
parties were bound in a penalty to see full satis* 
faction and restitution made of all costs and 
chargch incurred in prosecution of this appeal; 
and further the sentence of confiscation was com- 
pletely reversed and set aside, and the estates 
and prapsrty of theeeid William Christian were 
entered to be restored to his son and heir, with 
fuH compensation for all damages. And more* 
over it was peremptorily ordered by the King in 
AM^cil, that Edward Christian, the deemster, 
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who had withdrawn himself to ovoid being 
made a party m their illegal proceedings, should 
be reinstated in his office ; and that the Earl of 
Derby should have notice forthwith to restore 
and appoint the said Edward Christian one of 
the judges of the said isle, so to remain and con- 
tinue in the fall execution of his* office. 

And lastly, Henry Nowell the governor re- 
ceived a serere reprimand for concealing or dis- 
regarding the order of his majesty, respecting 
the suspension of the sentence against William 
Christian. Whether any or what sentence was 
passed against the deemsters, besides imprison- 
ment, I have not been able to discover. 

The course adopted on this occasion seems to 
contradict the opinion of Lord Coke ami other 
Writers of equal' authority, who have declared 
that the Lord of Man has full power of life and 
death m his principality. The pardon pleaded 
by Christian Was granted by the king and par- 
liament of England, for all acts of rebetliofe 
against the royal authority, in Great Britain or 
its dependencies: but the crime charged against 
Christian was treason committed against his 
liege lady and family: and if no other plea 
could be set up on his part, I cannot compre*- 
hend how an indemnity given to offenders 
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against one sovereign, could be pleaded in bar 
of punishment for specific acts of aggression 
against another. 

Nor is the lofty order to the Earl of Derby to . 
reinstate, deemster Christian in the office be had 
voluntarily resigned, at all consistent with tke 
independent and unquestionable rights of that 
nobleman, to appoint or displace his own officers. 
As to the charge against William Christian, 
I am of opinion nothing could be more ua- 
founded, and that his sentence was a manifest 
injustice, as it appears from the letters of the de- 
ceased earl, as I have before observed, tljat the 
surrender of , the island wfp decided on by him; 
even befpre the generals came against it, as an 
untenable popt ; . but in all probability this man 
fell a victim simply to an expiring party 
spirit. 

There are several popular Manx bajiadp yet 
.extant, on, ttys subject, in all of which thjs turn 
is given to the, affair, apd the,- natives yet recite 
the tragical fate of a whole family- of the 
name of Cpicott, who were particularly active 
against Christian, both, iq, procuring bis condem- 
nation, and suppressing the reprieve j and whose 
subsequent inisfoftunes they ascribe to the judg- 
ments of heavesu inflicted on them for this 
cause* 
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During the whole life of Earl Charles, he 
was involved in the difficulties of narrow ctr- 
->cumstances, aggravated by the ingratitude of 
the JSnglish court, but for which, he might have 
recovered a very considerable part of his posses* 
•ions ; and of those estates which remained, the 
mansions and buildings were in a ruinous con- 
dition, and the tenantry impoverished by the im- 
positions they had suffered. Nevertheless, by 
observing a very strict economy, and by some 
judicious sales and purchases, he succeeded in 
laying a foundation, which eventually restored, 
in some degree, the wealth of the family., . 

On his death, in 1672*, he was succeeded by 
his son William, who was more remarkable for 
excellent sense and great generosity, than for 
prudence, in the management of his property.. 
He was utterly averse to all employments at , 
court, being much and naturally disgusted at 
the injury his family had sustained in the civil 
wars, and the abominable ingratitude of Charles 
II. ; nor was the recollection of this likely to be 
eradicated from his mind, for as he observed on 
one occasion to his house-steward, that he pas* 



* Death of Earl Cbarlei and succession of his son Wil- 
liam, Anno 1672. 
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M&td fto estate in any county of England or 
Wales, but that, whenever he viewed any of 
them, he could see another of equal or grente? 
Tfilae, lost by his grandfather, for hid loyaky t* 
the crown. 

It does not appear that Earl William took 
much interest in his Manx domain, though he 
conferred one benefit on the country, which t6 
this day must command the gratitude of the 
people ; and that was in the appointment of th< 
great and good Dr. Wilson to the bishopric: 
this worthy man was preceptor to Lord Strange, 
who, in the year 1700, died at Venice ; hot as 
many particulars respecting the Earl are inter- 
mingled with the history of the bishop, I Shall 
pass to the succession of James, who, in 1703 *J 
on the death of bis brother William without 
issue, inherited the title and estates, as well as 
the lordship of Man ; which, at his accession, 
was once more in a state neatly approaching to 
destruction. By this time the leases granted 
(as I have already related in the history of tta 
seventh earl) for three lives had nearly expired, 
and as no provision had been made relative to 



* Death of William, and succession of his brother James, 
Anno 1703. 
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their renewal, the neglect of agriculture had 
became to general, that repeated Masons of 
scarcity, almost approaching to famine, bad eo 
asrted* - The people being wholly given up to 
the fishery, or the pursuit of a contraband trade* 
and depending entirely on the opposite coasts 
far a supply of com necessary for their susten* 
Mice, Bishop Wilson was the first who had 
courage to point oat to the Earl of Derby, how 
entirely this injurious system bad originated in 
the lords of the island themselves; and this 
he did with sb powerful an effect, that being 
seconded by a firm and respectful remonstrance 
from the keys, it produced entire conviction in 
the mind of his lordship : in consequence of 
which, he granted to his dependants that Act of 
Settlement, whieh is justly considered as the 
Manx Magna Charter, as by it, the possessors 
were finally established in their lands, and the 
descent arranged in perpetuity, on the payment 
of certain filed fines, rents, and duties to the 
lord*. 

From this auspicious period, the progress of 
improvement has been decided, though lis first 
advances were somewhat impeded by the pre- 



* Act of Settlement, Aano 1707. 
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valance ef the smuggling trade andotbar adven* 
titious circumstances, only conquerable by time. 
James, the ninth Earl of Derby, dyidg .wtthwrt 
children in 1786*, the lordship of Man defcolvmi 
on James Murray, first Duke of AthAl, ton 
and heir of John, Marquis of Athel, by ithe 
Lady Amelia Sophia, daughter of James, *e- 
venth Earl of Derby : whilst the earldom pa^ed 
in the male line to Sir Edward Stanley, de- 
scended from Thomas, the first earl. 

Soon after the accession of the Duke of AthQl, 
the British government finding all other mean* 
employed to check the illicit trade were entirely 
ineffectual, made overtures to purchase his right 
and revest it in the crown of Great. Britain* 
But as the duke expressed great reluctance ,tp 
comply with this proposition, the affair was 
suffered to stand over, on his promise tp impose 
such restraints on the people, as should . .protect 
the revenue from further injury j but whether* 
the duke wanted the power, or the inclination to 
produce this reform, it is certain none such took 
place during his life, and in fact, matters were 
carried to such a pitch that a cotemporary 
writer declared, " that the Isle. of Man could be 

* Death of Earl James, Anno 1780; at which time the 
island passed into the Athol imfy. , 
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eMstdert^'in'tto other light, than as a fortress m 
the hands of our enemies, which it had become 
imperiously necessary to retake into our own/' 
In 1764* the first Duke of Athol died, leaving 
only one daughter, Charlotte Baroness Strange j 
who was united in marriage to her cousin, the 
male heir to the dukedom, and who now, in 
right of his wife, became possessed also of the 
Isle of Man ; and scarcely was he settled in the 
property, when the question of the revestment 
being again brought forward, he received the 
following letter from the Lords of the Treasury. 

" My Lord, 

" We think proper to inform your Grace, 
that in pursuance of the powers vested in us by 
the 12th of George I. we are willing to treat 
tvith you for the purchase of the Isle of Man, or 
for such part of the rights claimed by your 
Grace in the said island, as shall be found expe- 
dient to Vest in the' crown, for preventing the 
pernicious and illicit trade which is at present 
carried oh between that island and' dther parts 
of his Majesty's dominions- in violation of the 
' _ — — 

* Death of the first duke, Anno 1764; from whom the ^ 
island descended to his daughter, and by marriage With her 
aousio, to the second duke of Athol. 
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laws, and to the great dimieutien end 
ef the revenue* ef this kingdom," fee 



The letter then goes on to specify their powers 
to make this agreement, and concludes with 
these words : 

" But if your Grace is not inclined to enter 
into treaty with us upon the subject, we beg to 
be informed of it, that we may pursue such other 
methods as we shall think our duty to the public 
requires of us/' 

This letter bears date July 26th, 1764, to 
which the duke gave answer on the 20th August, 
as follows: 

a Mr Lords, 

" I have received the honour of your letter, 
&c. and am sorry to hear there has been so many 
complaints of smuggling from the Isle of Man, 
which is a practice I give no manner of en- 
couragement to; my revenues arising from a 
fair duty collected upon the importation of 
goods. 
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• " I have the mm* idea with, regard to the 
sale of the island as the late duke had, wha 
always declared that no temptation of gain 
should induce him to give up so ancient, so 
honourable, and so noble a birthright, such as no 
subject of the crown of England now has, or 
ever had, which has been in our family for near 
four ceatoriea; and that he thought nothing 
could be an equivalent to one of bis rank and 
circumstances for so great a patrimony ; at the 
sine time hi? dtjrty 'and att&ehnaent to the king 
wart such, that if it was esteemed upon a full 
consideration an important point for his majesty's 
service, and for the good of the public, he in 
that event was willing to enter into treaty lor 
the disposal of iA, and these are the only reasons 
that can induce me to do the same. 

" The purchase of the Isle of Man has been 
frequently thought of by former administrations, 
but upon balancing the advantages and disad- 
vantages which might arise to government, 
they did not think proper to treat conclusively 
upon it. 

, " 1 have been but a few months ia possession 
of the Isle of Man, and never in the least turned 
my thoughts towards a sale of it; it is impossible 
for me> uninformed as I am, ta fix open what I 
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should think an adequate price for a possession 
so very considerable, both for honor and profit. 
I can therefore at present have no proposal to 
make, bat will always be ready to receive 
with respect, any proposal which shall come 
from your lordships/ 9 &c. &c. &c. 

• To which a farther answer was written by 
the negotiators, still requiring* that the compen- 
sation should be pointed ont by his grace, and 
concluding with the former threat, that if such 
proposal was not made, parliament would take 
the power into their own hands ; and in con* 
sequence, in January, 1765, a bill was brought 
into the house of commons for mpjre effectually 
preventing the mischiefs to the revenue and 
commerce of Great Britain and Ireland, from 
the clandestine and illicit trade to and from the 
Isle of Man. 

A petition was presented against this bill by 
the Duke and Duchess of Atbol, and council 
heard upon it : and it being conceived that they 
had made some impression upon the house, a 
new intimation was received by the duke, that 
possibly a treaty might still be entered into, for 
the purchase of his chartered rights ; but as the 
bill was still proceeded in, and even had gone 
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m i+t as on the 20th of February to be com- 
mitted for the next day; he apprehended, with 
every reason, that the design was to strip his 
family of these valuable rights, without making 
them any compensation at all : he was therefore 
induced, in concurrence with the duchess, to 
join in a direct proposal, by which they offered 
(though with every expression of reluctance at 
the sacrifice imposed on them) to resign their 
sovereign rights in the Isle of Man, for the sum 
ef £70,000. In consequence of this letter an 
agreement was prepared and signed by the 
parties, at the same time that the duke express- 
ed his concern at the compulsion which had 
obliged him to resign his power, in which the 
duchess participated with equal feeling; nor 
was this sensation confined to those noble per- 
sons, all ranks in the island were agitated by 
fears, that their ruin must be the inevitable con* 
sequences of this revestment in the British go- 
vernment : and such was the general impres- 
sion, that numbers prepared to quit the country : 
but as this change open* a new era in the 
history of Man, I shall, previous to pursuing it, 
return to give some account of the bishops who 
had held the see, under the government of the 
house of Stanley. As the character of the last 
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poeecsfOrp of the bishopric had a. oonm4#»U« 
infceaee ia forming that of the petple, under 
Ibeur charge, and as many and eesentiel benefits 
were derived foopa these divines* which are sfcifl 
felt and adwowiledged in the island* 



fir 
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CHAP. VII. 

Bishops 4HXMpyi*g the Ske from the Aaeestwmof 
ito Hoaso cf Stanley to the prwent Time} 
with a particular Account of the Life of 

' Bishop Wilson, and the various Improvements 
effected by him during his Episcopacy. 

jVoT to detain my readers with an uninterest- 
ing legend of names and dates, I shall give the 
succession of the bishops in as few words as 
possible. 

The first diocesan appointed by the house ot 
Stanley was, 

Evan or Huan . . Date unknown. 
HughHesketh . . Died U9Q*. 



• Hugh Hesketb, Anno 1499. 
1/2 
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Robert Ferrier . . 1554*. 
Bishop Salisbury . Date unknown. 
Thomas Stanley . . 1578 f- 
John Meyrick . . 1577 J ; this is the bishop 
mentioned by Camden, from whom be pro- 
cured his account of the island, published in 
the Britannia. 
George Loyd . • 1600 1|, translated to 

Chester. 
Bishop Forster . . 1605 §. 
John Phillips . . . 1635 f } be translated the 
Bible and Common Prayer into Manx, though 
of the former no copy is extant: he was eminent 
for goodness and charity, and a very celebrated 
preacher in his day. 

Dr. Richard Parr was inducted 1637 **, and 
sat during the civil wars: it was during his 
residence that many oppressive ordinances and 
practices of the clergy were reformed in conse- 
quence of a great resistance of the people, and 
by the interference of James, Earl of Derby. 
See page 94. 

* Robert Ferrier, Anno 1554. 
f Thomas Stanley, Anno 1573. 
J John Merrick, Anno 1577. 
|| George Loyd, Anno 1600. 

§ Forster, Anno 1605. 

1T John Phillips, Anno 1635. 
•♦Richard Parr, Anno 1637, 
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Samuel Ratter was a long* time archdeacon, 
and also tutor to Charles Lord Strange. He 
was the frietid and companion of the great Earl 
of Derby, who, on many occasions, expressed 
his high sense of his worth, particularly in his 
letters to his son, in which he recommends Mr. 
Rutter as a sore guide, and most valuable ad- 
viser. He only sat as Bishop two years, from 
1661 to 1663,* when he died, and was suc- 
ceeded by 

' Dr. fsaac Barrow. To this respectable di- 
vine, the Manx are indebted for the first gleam 
of learning, that irradiated the long darkness 
which had overshadowed the island. He founded 
parochial schools ; he also made a collection in 
England, with which he purchased the impro- 
priations, and added to them two valuable estates 
of his own gift, towards the establishment of a 
free-school, for the education of young men in- 
tended for the ministry. He also obtained for 
the poor clergy, a share of the royal bounty, and 
though he only sat two years, he crowded into 
that short space, an almost incredible number of 
benefits, which are still felt throughout the 



* Samuel Rutter, Anno 1643. 
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island. He wa* then promoted to the ice of St. 
Asaph, and 

Dr. Henry JElridgeroan, Dean of Chester, oc? 
copied his place. to 1671 ;* after whom; 

Dr. John take, who we* also, at an early 
period, translated to Chester* and was one of tl»Q 
seven bishops impawned for a libel against 
James H. After him,. foUftwed 
. Dr. Baptist Lewnge, a* amiable and worthy 
prelate, who died 1693,t and the see njD&aipejl 
¥aeaat£t* years, «»hen, to tbe MKxpvefieible be«< 
Befit of rthe iftfebiAanto *f Mfca* 
. Dr. Thomas Wilson w&a procaated to the ge-\ 
teouneat of theoboMtb j b«t, $* the life of tfcia 
bishop ia itttiniatoty ccm&jectad with the state o£ 
the island and it* history during . a period of sixty 
years* in *bicb *U tfee energy *£ toscapaoiotia 
wild, and all tbe virtues of bis excellent Jieart, 
mere devoted to benefit* anA iqigrore bis charge, 
I cannot pass bite ower, its X tave done etJtars* 
«Ufc a brief notice, heHeywg: no partieylaip of * 
life so exemplary* can b# ui^int^r^ting to mjr, 
Headers. I shatt* therefor *W&e a, tesge, extract 
the history of tfris qposteftc diviftfe as it wasi 



4 Isaac Barrow, Anno 1671. 
t Baptist Levinge, Anno 169ft. 
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published, under the authority of bis ton; in 

1/87. 

t * Dr. iThotnasr Wilson* was toorn at Barton, in 
Cheshire, September 20, 1663, and, as he Wm- 
steff says> in his diary, of honest parents, fearing 
God. After a preparatory edncation in his own 
country, he was sent to Trinity College, Dublin. 
His first design on entering at the University 
was, to devote himself to the study of physic, in 
vthiefc he made some progress j and even after 
having yielded te the advice of his friend, AretK 
deacon Tie wet son, to dedicate his services to fo& 
church, be stirf continued to pursue, at iriterv&ls, 
the study he had wigin&Hy set out with, which' 
afterwards proved of essential service to ffte* 
people of his diocese; and, what was of the ut- 
most importance to Mr. Wilson himself, greatly 
extended his sphere of usefulness. 

" He continued a* College tilt the year 10**, 
when he was ordained deacon? of which event/ 
he, ever after, kept the anniversary, as «. season 
of particular devotion. The exact time- of hte 
leaving Dublin is net known; bat sou* affter hi* 
return to England', he ^as licensed curdle of 
New Church, in the parith of Winwick, iM&b- 
sHire, of which Ms maternal uncle, J>r. Sherlock* 
Was rector,- atA heire, out of a stipend Of £&).' 
per auburn, he* devoted one-*etfKb to chfttitebie? 
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uses. On the tOth of October, 1600, be was or* 
daine<r priest, on which occasion, he formed cer- 
tain solemn resolutions, from which he never 
swerved throughout the coarse of his life. 

" The first, that no temptation should induce 
him. to occupy two livings at one time. 

" 2d. That whenever he should obtain a cure 
of souls, he would, on no account, dispense with 
constant res^dqnce on t£ie scene of his doty. 

" 3d. Nev^r to give a bond of resignation, or 
to make any contract or promise, pieisly to ob- 
tain church preferment. * 

" It was not long before bis religious deport- 
ment and amiable manners in private life, re~ 
comme;nde4 him to the notice of the Earl of 
Derby, whp, in 1693, appointed him his domestic 
chaplain and tutor to IfOftd Strange, with a salary 
of j£30. per annum, to which was soon after 
added £20. more, for the superintendanceof the 
qlms-houses at Latham j on which occasion, he 
increased the sum set apart for the use of the 
poor, from one-tenth to one-fifyh of his income. 

" The manner in which he made this dedica- 
tion is worthy of record $ on the receipt of all 
monies, he regularly placed the portion designed 
for charitable uses, into the drawer of a cabinet, 
with a note of the value to be kept saere4 for 
the poor; and. in this sacred repository,, fast a 
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tenth, then a fifth, then a third, and, at k*t, one 
half, of his revenues were placed ; and when- 
ever he deposited the poor man's portion, it was* 
with the same reverence as if it had been an 
offering to heaved. 

44 Mr. Wilson's resolutions, as before stated,' 
being entered into, from a conviction of their 
propriety, were ever after considered as matter 
of religious obligation, from which no motive 
couW induce him to depart; as he fully proved, 
when, soob after Lord Derby offered him the 
valuable living of B*ddeswo*tb, in Yorkshire, 
his Lordship intending that he should still con*' 
tiaue with him as chaplain and tutor to his son ; 
but hi refused to accept it, being inconsistent 
with bis retfolves against non-residence. 

" The same regard to the dictates of conscience 
influenced bis whole behaviour, and it was not 
long bgfore he gave his noble patron a proof 
that no selfishtmotives could deter him from pur- 
suing the path of doty, or restrain his zeal in a 
good' cause. In consequence of an extravagant 
expenditure, and great inattention to his aflhirs. 
Lord Derby had become deeply involved, and 
the tradesmen about his estates -were many of 
them most seriously injured by the state of his 
accounts. Mr. Wilson beholding with equal 
concern the ruin of his patron's property, and 
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the distress of bis dependents, determined to ha- 
zard ft respectfot remonstrance, which, however; 
be wfcs fully sensible was a step replete with 
danger to his hopes of preferment; yet, being' 
unable to dispense with what he considered to 7 
be hie daty, he waited on his Lordship in his 
dratting-room, and, after a short conversation,- 
left with him a letter, which is remarkable for 
tile simplicity, good sense, and integrity, it poui^ 
traysv* The res«U of' this unusual proceeding 
was equally honorable to the noble patron, and 
his upright depandfcnt. iPhe earl, convinced of 
his chaplain's probity, was aroused to a 4erioris» 
investigation of bis affaire, in* the arrangement 4 
df which, he received hie most willing assistance, 
and by the meaaureaibenceibrwafd adopted, Mr. 
Wilson was made the happy iABtrnmettf by wbibh 
the reputation and property ef his patron was 
retrieved, and many of Us tradesmen, by tiri* 1 
timely arrangement, sated from bankruptcy; 
' Nor did bis zeal arid* integrity miss of theft 
reward > f#r, in the ensuing year* the earl 1 of- 
fered him the bisfcoprie of the* IsJeof Mdn, whicfe' 
had been vacant since the death of Dr. Levmge 
in the year 1603* 

" This offer, however, l£r. Wilson at first de- 

. n 4 i ii I t> i , mnn i»i i n « ** i * ■ I i ■ a * A ' t i f i ' 

• See Appendix, 2. 
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clined, believing the charge too great far hi* ta- 
lents and strength, and thus the. matter rested* 
till complaint being made to King William, that 
ail lucumbent had long been wanting for thi* 
4iocese; and* i*. consequence, Lord Derby fear* 
ing the patronage would lapse to the crowfe if 
a* immediate nomination did not take plpfe, h# 
insisted on hi* chaplain accepting the preferip^M,} 
and thus Mr. Wilson was* to use his own expre*> 
njkWt farted wife tfc$ bwhopric.* Bat bowepe* 
u*>4*&t might be his estimate of h^o^n abilities* 
it is certain* thq history of kmnan nature har41jB 
presents aa e*aippte where intellectual wortfe 
has been carried higher* or accompanied owe 
completely, by the moat admirable christian vir? 
tuee* The rules laid down for his self- govern-* 
ment at hh outset in life, were maintained; wi& 
imdeviaiing strictness j his- considerations were 
not directed to what woi*Ul make his sojourn- 
ment on earth pleasant* but to what would i?eiv 
dw his transition to heaven certain ; and to thia 
gp*at epd, all. his labors for his own conduct, on 
tjbe benefit of hi* fellow-creatures were made to* 
conduce, 
" T#roomf>reUend the nature of the sacrifice he 



* Ay pWnA*4 Bjtfapp of Sodar and Mao, Anno 109a 
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made, when be became bishop of Man, one must 
take into consideration , the state of the country 
to which he was banished, and contrast it with 
the society he renounced. On the one hand, he 
beheld a people depressed, and almost brutalized 
by poverty and neglect, with whose language he 
was unacquainted, and who were prepared to 
receive him with dislike and suspicion ; and for 
this hopeless association, he had been compelled 
to resign the ease, elegance, and distinction, of 
a nobleman's, mansion, where, from the lord to 
the lowest servant, all regarded him with respect 
and affection. Happily for Dr. Wilson, the first 
few years of his residence in the Isle of Man 
were cheered by the society of a woman, who 
seems to have been formed on the same model 
with himself, and to have participated in all his 
laborious acts of charity with equal interest and 
readiness. The difficulty respecting the language 
was of no long existence, he was soon able to 
deliver his paternal exhortations in their own 
tongue, and by convincing his flock how much 
their real good was his sole object, he secured 
the affection and respect of the whole body, with 
the exception only of a very few whom interest 
or jealousy taught to oppose him. 

" When he first took possession of the see, he 
found the residence appropriated to him in ruins, 
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the chufches throughout the diocese in a falling 
state, the clergy sunk in ignorance and vice, the 
people not merely untaught and rustic, but greatly 
debased by the illicit trade, then almost their 
sole pursuit, and which naturally led to a com* 
merce with the worst characters of the a^ja^ent 
countries ; whilst the most extreme ignorance of 
religion, or even morality, pervaded all classes, 
or rather, the one great class ; for, with the ex- 
ception of the officers sent over by Lord Derby, 
to occupy the posts of government, the residue 
of the population were alike subject to the sud- 
den influx of abundance, or as sudden depression 
of poverty. 

" The only sources of circulation were derived 
from fishing or smuggling, and the money thus 
acquired was almost invariably spent in intoxi- 
cation, or vulgar dissipation, under the idea, that 
the same channels of gain were stijl open to 
them. It was to correct these fundamental er- 
rors, that Bishop Wilson strove to divert their 
attention to agricultural pursuits ; and, as a first 
and most material step, in concert with the keys, 
he prevailed on Earl James, in the first year of 
his succession, to grant the act of settlement al- 
ready mentioned. Whilst this question was un- 
der consideration, the bishop also occupied him- 
self jn restoring the dilapidated state of the reve- 
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noes of the see, and rebuilding- his house ftt 
Kirkmichael, as well as in repairing the churches; 
and renewing the discipline of the parochial 
schools. From the beginning be exacted his 
tithes, not with severity, but certainly with suffi- 
cient strictness ; and this unquestionably from a 
conscientious design to protect the dues of the 
church, and not to stifter that; which shavrid' be 
set apart for sacred purposes, to be diverted into 
other channels. 

" His house he enlarged, and rendered capable 
of receiving several young men, whom bfc edu- 
cated under his own eye, and by his example, in 
order to have a succession of clergy, who might 
walk in the way he set before them ; and thus 
he laid a solid foundation for the extension of 
knowledge, and practice of piety, in the next 
generation. In repairing the parish-churches, he 
" always set the example of a large subscription 
from his own purse, and exerted his influence 
where he knew there was ability in others, so as 
to obtain his end without exactions from the ne- 
cessitous; nor were his exertions confined to these 
public acts : by frequent visits, he acquired a pa- 
triarchal influence in nearly every family in hid 
diocese, and acquainted himself with the cha- 
racter and circumstances of each individual, to 
whom he administered aid, council, or reproof, 
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as the >e*qe -demanded j arid so tempered bis wis- 
dom or severity * with kindrwss and candescent 
sion, that be was soon regarded a& a ministering 
tng&l* and bis presence believed to. produce a 
blesetng wherever he came. His charity was ih*« 
wearied > at his door the indigent wane sure of 
relief, for he scrupulously observed the Scripture 
precept, ' never to tarn his face from any poor 
man/ so that it w.a* said of him, < he kept beg- 
gars from every house but his own/ For a long 
time, there was no medical man in the island* 
and he was in the constant habit of giving ad* 
vice and medicines to the sick of all ran); s ; but 
when, at length, some persons in tliat line estab- 
lished themselves there, he willingly relinquished 
to them the care of the wealthy, but still afforded 
his aid. to those, who had nothing but prayers 
and blessings to give in return. 

" Soon after his accession to the bishopric, 
Dr. Wilson was united to Mary, the daughter of 
Thomas Patten, Esq. of Warrington, and in the 
year 1690, she accompanied him to the island. 
This most amiable woman was, in every respect, 
the companion best fitted for him, pious, hum- 
ble, and cfiaritable, as himself. By her be bad 
four children, only one of whom (a son) arrived 
at maturity ; the period of his connubial happi- 
ness was very short, Mrs. Wilson, at the end of 
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>fire years, fell into a languishing complaint, in 
which she lingered nearly twelve month/*, and 
then resigned her pare spirit to her Maker. 

"This afflictive trial was, borne as Bishop 
Wilson bore all the dispensations of Providence ; 
situated as he was, a greater bereavement can 
hardly be conceived! he had lost the only one 
who could participate both in his pleasures and 
his troubles, and his loss was irremediable ; but, 
notwithstanding his keen sense of thexaffliction, 
he knew how to bless the hand that chastised 
him ; he felt like a man, but ' not like one with* 
oat hope; 9 his prayers during her sickness, and 
on her death, are amongst the finest examples of 
devout resignation; and in his meditations he 
drew such a character of the deceased, as, while 
it must have aggravated his regret, was yet cal- 
culated to elevate his hopes.* 

" The annual return of his episcopal revenues 
in money, did not exceed £300. some necessary 
articles, and some particular objects of charity, 
conld only be purchased or relieved in specie ; 
but the poor of the island were fed and clothed, 
and the house, in general, supplied from his do- 
mains ; those who conld weave and spin, found 



* See Appendix, ft. 
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at Bishop's court, the best market for their com- 
modities, where they bartered the produce N of 
their industry for corn. 

" Taylors and shoemakers were kept constantly 
at work in the house, to make into garments the 
cloth or leather* which his corn purchased, and 
these were distributed as gifts, or at low prices, 
according to the measure of their wants, to all 
who applied for them. He considered himself 
as the steward, not proprietor, of the revenues 
of his see, befog resolved, from his first acces- 
sion, not to heap up wealth for his children 
from a source, which the strictness of his religious 
principles led him to believe,, ought not so to be 
appropriated^ He kept a register of all the 
poor in bis diocese, in which he entered the 
names and circumstances of his pensioners, and 
this he called ' Matricula Pauperum:' 

" Boring fifty-eight years of his pastoral life, 
he never, unless visited by sickness, omitted to 
perform some- part of the church duty on every 
Sabbath day. In the year 1703, he framed those 
ecclesiastical constitutions, of which it was said 



; * The Manx then generally wore a shoe of ontanned 
leather, laced on the foot, called Careens. 

t See his Address on this subject to his Children, in the 
Appendix, 4, 

M 
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by Lord Chancellor King, that ' if the ancient 
discipline of the church was tost elsewhere, it 
might be found in all it* purity in the Isle of 
Man. 9 In September, 1708, be consecrated the 
chapel at Douglas, to which he had been a prin- 
cipal contributor. In 1709, tjie library at Castle- 
town was finished, derived almost wholly from 
the same source. In 1711, he went to London, 
to settle some excise business relating to the 
lord and people of the island, when he was 
greatly distinguished by Queen Anne, who of- 
fered him an English bishopric, which be de- 
clined, because, as he said, he 'felt that, with 
the blessing of God, he could do some good hi 
the little spot where he then resided, whereas, 
should be be removed to a -large sphere, he 
might be lost, and forget his duty to God, and 
to his flock. 9 

" His paternal care of this favoured people, 
appears in the various annual exhortations deli* 
vered by him to the clergy, in which it was his 
custom to comment upon the events, pf the past 
year, to admonish the negligent, and encourage 
the diligent; he insisted strenuously on the du- 
ties of visiting and catechising the uninformed, 
and furnished each parish with books of instruc- 
tion and devotion ; but, above all' things, re-» 
quired from his clergy the most scrupulous regard 
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to their otarn character and conduct, as the only 
means of giving efficacy to their doctrine. 

Nothing could more strongly evince his anxiety 
on these subjects than the prayerts composed by 
him for the use of all the churches in his diocese, 
when certain persons lay under sentence of -death 
for violations of the laws. He treated these 
events as national calamities, and employed his 
utmost exertions to render the examples thus 
necessarily made, of public utility to warn and 
awaken his whole fleck. His own deep concern 
on these occasions most have been to the last 
degree impressive, and could not have failed to 
operate forcibly on the minds of the people. 

" So also on occasions of scarcity, which fre- 
quently occurred in those times, he evermore led 
the sufferers to God. He taught them to endure 
with patience whilst the chastisement lasted, 
and when the trial was at an end, he joined 
them in such fervent thanks as created in his 
hearers a perpetual sense of the superintendence 
of providence, and rendered even want and de- 
privation eventual blessings. 

" Those who have not lived as I have done on 
the scene, of Bishop Wilson's apostolical exer- 
tions, who have not heard his praises after the 
lapse of a whole century, still the theme of every 
toogue, and seen the still unladed monuments of 

M2 
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his benevolence, may be inclined to think these 
praises are exaggerated ; bat I may safely ap- 
pea to the inhabitants of the Isle of Man, to 
say, whether I have not curtailed and omitted 
numberless instances of his piety and charity." 

It is with infinite pain that I have now to 
change the scene, and from exhibiting the man 
of God in the ( delightful performance of his duty, 
followed by the praises and love of his people, 
and secure in the respect of aU ranks, Iq describe 
him as persecuted, insulted, and even imprisoned. 
Whether his extraordinary piety, combined with 
his deserved popularity, had excited the jealousy 
of his contemporaries in office, cannot now be 
known ; but it seem* more than probable sdtne 
such predisposing cause must ham existed ; a* 
the alleged ground of quarrel between him and 
Governor Horn appears, so trifling, that it is 
hardly possible to believe it should have beet* 
suffered to disturb the peace of a man, whose 
exemplary character had at that time secured 
him the applause of persons of the first distinction 
in all parts of Europe. 

A story i* current in the island, which offers 
a kind of solution ta these difficulties, but being 
unnoticed by the historian of Dr. Wilson, or any 
other writer since his time, I can neither veji* 
tare to insert as an unquestionable fact, not can 
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I wfiefly pas* over *hafc » universally believed, 
where every particular relative to the bishop is 
preserved with, religious calre. 

It is said (and in this particular the author of 
his life concurs) that when he took possession of 
the see ef Man, he found the revenues rt a state 
of dilapidation; the tithes in particular had 
' been suffered to fcpse frtim the neglect of former 
incuotftbents; and a practice had crept in of 
wholly reserving 1 the estates of the principal civil 
officers from this species of taxation j which ex- 
emptions, founded only on custom, were termed 
prescriptive rights, and at length came to be 
set tip as indefeasible. The first efforts of the 
bishop for the improvement of the impoverished 
revenues of his cbArch, were directed against 
these powerful bpponents. 

In the prosecution of this matter, much anU 
-Aotity was engendered on both sides ; and there 
are aotneddcumtats extant, which certainly bear 
out the relation. That a man of the bishop's 
upright tad independent spirit should have set 
himself to abrogate chutiis merely founded in 
power on one side, and admitted from weaknesk 
on the other, is very highly probable, that he 
should also have gone resolutely to the source of 
the fevil, is consistent with his whole course of 
acting and living j bpt that he should have con* 
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ducted this matter with the asperity sometimes 
ascribed to him, I find it difficult to believe* 
According to the ecclesiastical laws of the island, 
a process may be commenced in the bishop's 
court, which does not even require a hearing on 
both sides, or a notice to the defendant ; and on 
an expart£ statement, an order may pass against 
a person complained of, which if not implicitly 
obeyed, subjects them to imprisonment during 
the pleasure of the court, or till an appeal is ac- 
cepted to the metropolitan ; and it is said, that 
under authority of this law, (certainly existing, 
but not often acted upon,) Bishop Wilson in 
consequence of the resistance of the then Clerk 
of the Rolls to the payment of his ty the, issued 
his precept, and committed him close prisoner to 
the dungeon at Kirk Germain. In confirmation 
of this statement, a petition appears on record 
from the Glerk of the Rolls, complaining of such 
treatment, and praying to be heard in person 
against the demand ; to which petition the an- 
swer, signed by the bishop's own hand, is, that 
such Iteming was not. customary j nor would be 
granted. 

In what manner this affair ended I have not 
been able to ascertain ; but as most of these pre- 
scriptive rights were annihilated, in all probabi- 
lity the bishop obtained a victory, as in justice and 
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reason he ought to -have done: for the iniquity 
of assessing the poor and exempting the rich, 
roust be obvious to all. 

In the present times, when the indefeasible rights 
of man are so well established, perhaps we may 
wish that what it was perfectly just and proper 
to do, had been done with more regard to those 
rights ; we are naturally shocked at the idea of 
claims, however well founded, being arbitrarily 
established; and, perhaps, we must also admit 
that if there was a blemish in the character of ' 
Bishop Wilson, (and what human creature is 
without one,) it consisted in an attachment, ap- 
proaching to bigotry, to the canons of the church j 
in exacting conformity to ecclesiastical laws, he 
followed both the spirit and the letter. It was 
enough that the church had decreed a point to 
render even debate on the subject a sacrilege in 
his eyes. He shrunk with horror from every 
question that might by possibility disturb the 
faith either of himself, or his flock : in his dread 
of the incursions of infidelity, he even excluded 
discussion. 

It is Well known that he suspended a clergy* 
man in the island, for hazarding a doubt, in one 
of bis discourses, whether the power of granting 
absolution for sin had really devolved from the 
apostles to their successors in the ministry. 
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Bat after all, these mistakes* if su<*h they were, 
sprung from a mind zealously devoted to the 
cause of .genuine religion, Dr. WUson had 
settled his belief on convictiop, as his whole 
course of acting through a tang life evidently 
proved; he knew the consequences of agittftiag 
doubt in ignorant minds, such as he had to go- 
vern ; he saw that to give efficacy to ^is doctrine, 
be must follow the example of his Saviour, and 
" teakcb as one having authority j" and according 
to the character of the times in which he lived* 
be could admit of no compromise. Controversy 
was not then as now, under the control of mode- 
ration or even good manners, it was a species of 
warfare, in the prosecution of which, all means* 
whether of insult or injury, were considered a* 
lawful weapons j and such in all probability had 
been the conduct of his opponents in the differ* 
ence arising on the subject of tythes. In th* 
lapse of. time all that is not upon record is 
lost, and we see only a severe infliction, with* 
out knowing any of the aggravation that led to 
it, or the circumstance? which might make it ne-r 
ces^ary. One thing, however, is Qbyioqs, that 
had the bishop exceeded his authority, the means 
of obtaining redress against him were open and 
easy, and that this was never attempted. The 
use he made of the improved revenues of his see* 
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am also a»proof, written in unfading characters, 
of the .disinterested purity of 'his motives j and 
at any rate the course of retaliation adopted 
against him, if such it was, was wholly unjusti* 
liable, as being founded neither in law or equity; 
betides which, the number of years that had 
elapsed from the time when Dr. Wilson eata* 
blished these offensive claims, and the change* 
which bad taken place in the governing power, 
leads one to doubt whether the extraordinary 
persecution he afterwards underwent could have 
originated in this source. 

. The history of this affair, as .it may be ga- 
thered from hid life, is as follows : In 1719, Mrs* 
Horn, the wife of the governor, having soma 
quarrel with one Mrs, PuUer, she carried her re* 
sentment so far as to charge her opponent with 
a criminal intimacy with one Sir James Poole, 
then also resident in Castletown; and had so 
much influence with the archdeacon Horrobiq 
as to prevail on him to refuse the sacrament to 
the supposed offender, on account of this accusa* 
tiou* Mrs. Puller, mortified and exasperated by 
this public disgrace, had recourse to the mode 
pointed out by the ecclesiastical constitutions to 
establish her innocence, namely, by oath ; which 
she and Sir James Poole tendered before the 
bishop, with compurgators of the best character: 
and no evidence being produced by their accu- 
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sere to establish the charge, though repeatedly 
called on to this purpose, they were in conse- 
quence cleared of the imputation, and sentence 
passed against Mrs. Horn, as inventor of the 
calumny, for which she was required to ask 
pardon of those she had traduced : but far from 
complying with this moderate requisition, the 
governor's lady peremptorily refused obedience j 
and openly expressed the utmost contempt both 
for the bishop and the censures of the church. 
For this indecent disrespect to the laws, which 
her elevated situation rendered the more offen- 
sive, she was in her torn banished from the 
altar, till atonement should be made. Notwith- 
standing which, the archdeacon out of pique to 
the bishop, or for some other unworthy motive, 
received her to the communion. 

An insult to himself the bishop would, have 
had no difficulty to forgive, bat disobedience to 
the church he could not consistently overlook ; 
and after some farther discussion, he was com- 
pelled to suspend the archdeacon; who in a 
rage, instead of referring the matter to the Arch- 
bishop of York, the proper judge in ecclesiasti- 
cal affairs, threw himself on the civil power, 
where he was assured of support in his contu- 
macy. 

In the interim, the bishop had appointed the 
Rev. Mr. Ross to officiate in the chapel at Castle- 
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town, during the archdeacon's suspension ; but 
the governor refused to deliver the keys to him, 
and kept the chapel shut up altogether. , On 
which the bishop made a strong remonstrance • 
at tibe Tynwald court against this entrenchment 
on the spiritual authority. This document, which 
is dated June 25, 1722, being addressed to the 
governor at the Tynwald** was not noticed but 
at the conclusion of the meeting, and when 
nearly all the keys and most of the council had 
retired, Captain Horn, with those who remained, 
made an order, in the name of the whole, that 
the bishop shoald be fined 601. and his two vi- 
cars 20L each, for illegal and extrajudicial pro- 
ceedings in supending archdeacon Horrobin, 
And on the 29th of the same month, on their 
refusal to pay the penalty, they were all three 
committed to Castlernshen. The lawsof the island 
must have been in a most indeterminate state, 
when such proceedings as these could be carried 
into effect, on a sentence actually disavowed by 
nearly all the persons pretended to be concurring 
in it, and of which no previous notice bad been 
given to the defendants, to afford them an op- 
portunity of rebutting the charges brought against 
them. 

■ — .- ■ ■ ■ . — i... ■ .... — - ■■ ■ ■ ■ <m ■ . i ■■ - ■», 

* See Appendix, 6, 
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The concern of the people oa this insult being 
offered to their beloved pastor, amounted t* 
agony* . They assembled in crowds round the 
prison walls, and it was with infinite difficulty 
they were prevented levelling the governors 
house with the ground ; nor was it preserved at 
last bat by the exhortation* of tbie bishop, who 
being permitted to. address them through a win* 
do*? of bis .prison, entreated their forbearance 
find submission, telling them he woald " appeal 
unto Caesar," (meaning the king,) " and had Ho 
doubt he would vindicate his catae* if he had 
acted right/' Bat though he restrained them 
by hit in6tience from open violence, nothing 
could, allay their anxiety. Ail business through* 
0ot the island was at a stand, one sole object 
attracted the attention of the whole community, 
and nothing but personal and almost daily coo* 
yictton of his safety, could satisfy the individual 
apprehensions of his flock* who resorted from 
all parts in hundreds to the walls of the castle ; 
nor would they depart without his benediction 
and council.* 

With what sensations governor Horn must 



* The bishop, afterwards declared, that he never governed 
his diocese sD well, or instructed his people with such ef- 
fect as from the walls of his prison. 
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have beheld these scenes of public distress an4 
gratitud*, it is not difficult to conceive ; but it 
is wonderful that it should have produced no 
effect on bis conduct; for so far was he from 
relaxing any part of the perscution to which he 
had subjected these divines, that he actually de- 
tained thena two months ; and Airing that time 
dictated every possible aggravation of their suf- 
ferings, refusing admittance either to friends or 
servants, and treating them in all respects a* 
persons confined for high treason. 

The case meanwhile was fully stated by the 
bishop in a petition to the king in council, which 
was, however, dismi&ed on the ground of infor- 
mality, inasmuch as it should have been ad* 
dressed to the Earl of Derby j but it was re* 
commended by the law officers of the crown, " 
that the bishop and vicars should deposit the fine* 
as a means of procuring their release, under an/ 
assurance that such compliance should not pre- 
judice their appeal; and accordingly they did 
pay down the money, and being then set atlibes* 
ty, they immediately repaired to England t* 
prosecute the affair before the proper tribunal. 

In a subsequent petition, the bishop states 
that his. reasons for not appealing to the lord of: 
the isle, in the first place, were, that as the pno- 
teeution against him. was conducted by the earl's 
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attorney, he did suppose it was with His lord* 
ship's concurrence, more especially as the fines, 
if legally assessed, would have belonged to his 
lordship also. 

That the bishop judged right in believing the 
matter was to a certain extent countenanced by . 
the earl, is rendered evident by what followed ; 
and the only justification, or rather apology, to 
be offered is, that Lord Derby must have been 
deceived by misrepresentations, which however 
ought pot for a moment to have counterbalanced 
the high and well established reputatioa of the 
bishop. However, on finding it necessary to 
carry his appeal through this channel, the bishop 
and his vicars went into Lancashire, and re>- 
peatedly presented themselves at the mansion of 
the earl, who nevertheless refused them all ac- 
cess to his person, nor would he even examine 
into -the nature of their complaint; but after 
keeping them in attendance from August fa 
November, he at last peremptorily refused to 
accept the appeal on any terms. On which they 
were obliged to resort to London, and offer a 
third petition to the king. 

The Attorney General then gave a regular 
notice to liord Derby of the proceedings, and 
demanded from him if he had any knowledge 
of the affair, or any tiling to object against the 
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appeals being entertained. To which his lord- 
ship returned an answer in substance as follows : 

" That not having had any previous intima- 
tion of the proceedings from any of the consti- 
tuted authorities io the Isle of Man, he could 
give no answer as to the complaint ; but that be 
believed the persons complained of to be honest 
and well meaning men ; and had no doubt, the 
matter in the bishop's petition was misrepre- 
sented." 

The result of this iniquitous business, after 
two years prosecution, attended with heavy ex* 
penses and much personal vexation, was, that 
the whole proceedings were declared to be illegal, 
and the fines were in course reversed; but for 
recovery of damages against the governor and 
officers, or even of costs of suit, no provision 
was made; but these matters were to be referred 
to a fresh suit at law, to which the bishdp had 
no inclination to resort. All personal offences 
or losses he could easily forgive and overlook ; 
his sole object had been to establish the discip- 
line of the church, and having succeeded in that, 
he had no further resentment to gratify. The 
suspension of Archdeacon Horrobin was taken 
off by him after proper submission; bnt whether 
Mrs. Horn submitted to. the terms enjoined, I 
have never been able to discover. I conclude. 
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however, that the bishop would not relinquish a 
point of such importance t» the established dis- 
cipline of the church* 

One cannot contemplate the issue of this ex- 
traordinary proceeding, without sensations of 
regret, that the principal actors in it should have 
escaped without due punishment. Nor can I 
help reverting to the ease of Captain Christian, 
wherein a course so decidedly different was pur* 
sued by the court of England. In his affair an 
irregular appeal was- received in the first in- 
stance ; though offered by a person 41 having no 
personal interest in the prosecution ; and on that 
petition a reprieve was granted. In a subsequent 
stage, the judges who had passed an illegal sen* 
tence "were fined and imprisoned, and full resti- 
tution made, with all costs and charges to the 
Heirs of the sufferer; but here in an instance' of 
admitted injustice and tyranny, exercised on » 
man rendered sacred both by his function and 
die virtues of a long unblemished life, the court 
declares itself unequal to the task of redressing 
bis grievances, beyond the reversal of a paltry 
fine, and leave all the rest as they found it, with 
hardly a slight reprimand to the offenders. Ito 
* i , i - i - ] ■ - ... — 

* The deemster Christian, who had fled to England to 
avoid befeg^ a- parry in the judgment. 
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considering this outrage, a natural comparison 
arises between the times when such misconduct 
could be so passed over, and the present, when 
notwithstanding the violent cry raised against 
Existing defects in tjie government and breaches 
of the constitution, I think no one will deny, 

' that if such a scene was enacted in one of our 
remotest dependencies, and on the person of the 

' most obscure individual, it would raise a clamour 
which nothing but the fullest redress to the in- 
jured, and punishment of the delinquents, could 
pacify or allay. 

Bishop .Wilson felt the consequences of the 
rigprs he had undergone during the remainder 
of his life, having contracted a rheumatic dis- 
ease from the dampness of the prison, which 
disabled the fingers of bis right hand. The ex- 
penses also fell very heavy on him, being in the 
whole more than 5001. of which he received 
3001. in a subscription, set on foot without his 
knowledge, to assist in carrying on the cause. 

In the year 1739, the clergy of the island 
were thrown into great trouble by the death of 
the Earl of Derby, who leaving no issue, the 
lordship of Man devolved to the Duke of Athol j 
and by this event they were nearly deprived of 
their subsistence. Their livings consisting of 
one third of the impropriations, which had been 
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purchased Ik*i * former earl, m the episcopate 
of Dr. Bat*o# ; «fa aftttte betettgiftig to *e 
Dert>y family in LaMasbiffe having been cofHtu 
terally bound as security for tihe payMvent of the 
anrti&l returns. On the separation of the isfomd 
from the eatldobn, ttoe Dukfe df Atfeot ctanrfcd 
thte impropriations as an inseparable ap p e n da g e 
to Ms estate <and royalty. Th* deed *f cowHey- 
aticfc wastttrfbrtunately drifting from the records, 
nor cotold toy title bt tnadfe out eithfer to the 
original purchase or thfc collateral security* 

Under this alarm the clergy would h*ftet&ta*i 
a very small ram ift Ika of their fckritas ; awd the 
%ishop tifefetioito *n a IdM&r to %fo son, how tenth 
they tWfrfe troubled t6 #hd proper pen*** to 
serve in the Yiaibistry ; pfeeflfe feeing enl*rely dis- 
couraged from bringing tip their vans to tfee 
tshurth. But at length by the wnceaaiag indnrtty 
*nd perseverance of the diocesan k&& his soa, 
%he original •deeds werfc discovered to h&ve been 
lodged in tire Roils Cftfcpd, Lofcikta •; ttftd heihg 
tortfcedkrtely ^s^plHtaA uoder the great seal of 
England, theseetfrity of the iift p ttoprtettons was 
established to the great relief of the patties coto- 
♦cerned. 

In 1740 a severfe scarcity occtarted in the 
island, where in feet the uorn raised Wing al- 
ways far short of tbettottitotnption, wfoenener (as 
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•t happened at that tinae) an embargo was laid 
*n the English ports, .great necessity was sure to 
«noe. The bishop distributed bis ow& gram as 
iar at at would gn, and bangbt up an additional 
quantity at a high price, to aril oat at a Deduced 
One, bat afl bis effort* were inadequate to relieve 
the presence of distress. To increase the cala- 
mity, an epidemic disease broke oat, aad as he 
**as the cnkf pkgsickm in the island, his bodily 
Jhtigues i*ust have heeai inoessant. In Ibis de- 
plorable states, at petition* was preferred to the 
iking in ooudcH, by the bishop's eon (who was 
chaplain to Oeonge II.), that tbe embargo anight 
be taken -off to a certain extent; a supply of 
•oorn was, at length, obtained just in time to save 
the whole people from starvation. Tbe Duke 
of Atbol also exerted himself for their relief, and 
imetsaed due acknowledgment from the ikeys on 
stake occasion. 

In 1743, the hiahep wrote a letter of thanks 
4d his Majesty personally, tfbr the distinguished 
•honor he heal conferred on his son, in making 
him a prebend of Westmisister.t The bishep's 
apostolic character had, at this time, secured 



* fie* Appendix, 6, fcr 4he petition. 
t 9ee Appendix, 15, for tfhe 4etler to4lie kng, and abo 
one to his son, on the same occasion. 

N2 
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him the veneration of all ranks; and the most 
exalted personages in various parts of Europe, 
bore testimony to his virtues. In the Isle of 
Man, the people were so strongly persuaded 
that a larger portion of the blessings of heaven 
attended on him, that they never began their 
harvest till he did, hoping to participate, through 
him, in these advantages: and if by chance he 
passed near any field where they were at work, 
their labours were suspended for a moment, 
whilst they asked his benediction ; and then re- 
newed, under an increased conviction, that for 
one day, at least, they would be prosperous.* 

At the advanced age of eighty, he gives the 
following account of his daily labors in a letter 
to his son. 

"I bless God I am pretty well. I preached 
on Palm Sunday; administered the sacrament on 
Easter Eve ; preached and administered the sa- 
crament on Easter Day at Peele ; the next Sun- 
day at Kirkmichael ; and last Sunday at Jurby, 
when I performed the whole service/ 9 



* The same reverential regard obtained even in the great 
City of London, where, during his last visit, crowds would 
flock around him, with the cry of " Bless me, too, my 
lord." 
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In 1744, he purchased some land, which he* 
added to the living of Jurby. In 1755, fain so- 
licitations, added to those of his son, obtained a 
renewal of the royal bounty to the clergy, which 
had been suspended for several years. 

He continued to ride on horseback till the 
year 1749. In 1751, he wrote a letter to the 
new governor, in which he apologized for his 
neglect of personal attendance, under the plea of 
his great age; indeed, the scene of his earthly 
existence was now drawing to a close, and with 
what delight he must have contemplated the 
"prospect of transmission from time. to eternity, 
may be partly conceived, when we review the 
events of a life uniformly devoted to the service 
of God, and the good of his fellow-creatures. 
The immediate cause of his death was a cold, 
caught in walking in his garden in very damp 
weather. His end was easy and tranquil, it was 
like his life, devoted to prayer and praise, till he 
fell asleep to wake in heaven. 

Words are inadequate to paint the angnish of 
Us flock, when thus deprived of their beloved 
pastor. He was attended to his grave by the 
whole population 6f the island, without a single 
exception, unless of those who, by age or sick- 
Bess, were incapacitated. The tenants of his 
nearest demesnes were appointed to bear him to 
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his last eartMy home ; hot at every testing* place 
a contest ensued amongst the most respectable 
persona present, and happy were they who coord 
perform this last sad office lor their friend and 
benefactor. He was interred in Kirkmichael 
churcb-yard, at the east end near the chancel, 
and over his grare, a square tomb-stone was 
placed, surrounded by iron rails, on wjikb is the 
following inscription : 
On the sides, 

Sleeping in Jesus, here lieth the Body of Thomas 
Wilson, D. D. Lord Bishop of this Isle, who died March 
5, 1755, age* 93, tod in the 58th year of bis Consccratm. ' 

At the ends, 

This Monument was erected by his Son, Thomas Wit- 
so H 1 , a native of this Parish, ' who, in obedience to the ex* 
press commands of his rather, declines giving bim the cha- 
tacter he justly deserved. 

« Let this Island speak the rest" 

On the decease of Bishop Wilson, the patron- 
age of the see being vested in the Duke of Athol, 
his Grace paid a compliment to his memory, 
most honorable to himself. From a conscien- 
tious desire that the benefits effected by the late 
excellent incumbent, should proceed under the 
auspices of his successor, he waved his right of 
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Domination, add, disregarding the many claim- 
ante who were, no dwbt, looking up in hopes of 
a prise, now rendered both valuable and honor- 
able, he referred it to the bencl) of bishops, re- 
questing them to point out a man worthy of 
wearing the mitre, which Bishop Wikoa had 
adorned. 

In consequence of which request, Dr. Mark 
Hikdesley was unanimously recommended by 
them, and appointed by his Grace, being conse- 
crated Bishop of Man, April 25, 1766. On 
commg to his diocese, hi* sentiments wore thus 
expressed: 

" I know it i* sometimes said, that ' a person 
succeeds with disadvantage to an office which 
has been filled by a predecessor of remarkably 
eminent qualities/ 1 must take leave to think 
the reverse ae nearer truth; at least, with respect, 
to the instance I am about tQ refer to, namely,, 
my coming after the great and good Dr % Wilton* 
to this see of Man ;, feraamwh as I seer many 
excellent, thing* dome and established to my 
hand, in regard to the government of the church* 
besides the example which* by the traces he ha* 
left, his Lordship still lives to shew, and which 
I will endeavour, aa far aa I am able to follow, 
though I am sensible it must be ' mm (ttnbvf 
liquid' " 
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The first great work Dr. Hildesley sat himself 
to complete was, the translation of the Scrip- 
tures into Manx, begun by Dr. Wilson, who, at 
his own expence, had printed the Gospel of St. 
Mathew, and prepared the other Evangelists, 
and the Acts of the Apostles ; and thin, with the 
assistance of the clergy, he was happy enough 
to finish. It might, indeed, be truly said of this 
good man, that he had caught the mantle of the 
prophet as be ascended to heaven, though he 
had but just completed the great work above- 
mentioned, when he was called to give an ac- 
count of his stewardship, having often been heard 
to declare, that he only wished his existence 
might be protracted till the Scriptures were 
finished in the native language; and it is ex- 
tremely remarkable, that he received, the last 
part of the Bible from his publisher on Saturday, 
November 28, 1772, on which occasion, he em- 
phatically sung his Nunc Dimmittis in the pre- 
sence of his whole family ; and next evening, 
after family prayers, he read a lecture on the 
uncertainty ot human life, observing, that many v 
people were in a moment deprived of their senses 
and existence ; and thus, in a prophetic manner, 
foretelling his own decease, for, on the following 
Monday, he was seized with a stroke of the 
palsy, which deprived him of his perception; 
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and in this situation he lingered till that day 
week, when he died, and was buried according 
to his own directions, by the side of Bishop 
Wilson , that he might be united in death with 
that man, whose example he bad endeavoured to 
imitate whilst living.* < 

On the death of Dr. Hildesley, the Rev. Dr. 
Richmond obtained promotion to the Isle of 
Man; but, on the period of bis episcopacy, I 
take no pleasure in expatiating, the unbending 
haughtiness of his disposition formed so decided 
a contrast to the characters of his predecessors,' 
that he excited a general sentiment of aversion 
in the minds of his people, which must have de- 



* When Dr. Hildesley was at Scarborough in 1764, the 
following line? were stack up in the Spa room, which, being 
taken down by his sister, were found amongst his papers 
after his death, with these words written on them by the 
bishop: " From vain-glory in human applause, Dcus me 
liberat et conservat." 

If to paint folly till her friends despise, 
, And virtue till her foes would fain be wise ; 
If angel-sweetness, if a godlike mind. 
That melts with Jesus over all mankind — 
If this can form a bishop — and it can, 
Though lawn were wanting— Hildesley is the man. 
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feate<% tfce efficacy of his doctrines, however pure. 
He died* and was succeeded by 

Dr. George Mason, who sat till the yew 1785. 
The last part of his life was disgraced by a scene 
of necessity, and derangement of circumstances* 
utterly inconsistent with his station. \m hi* 
baodp were placed the funds subscribed towards 
building the church dedicated to St. George, on 
an elevation above Douglas, and by his insol- 
vency and death, the persons employed in that 
erection, were actually deprived of the sums doe 
to them, to their great injury, and, in one or two 
instance*, their complete ruin. 

The last incumbent was, the Rev, Claudius 
Crigan, a man of simple and unostentatious man- 
ners ; but, from the absence of all energy of mind 
or character, not very well calculated to sustain 
his dignity, or embellish his office. He aat twenty* 
eight years, and then resigned his life and his 
see, without exciting any considerable regret in 
the minds of his flock. 

The present bishop is a gentleman of distin- 
guished rank and polished manners; he is a son 
of the late highly respectable and Rev. Lord 
George Murray, bishop of St. David's. At the 
death of Dr. Crigan, the bishop elect being un- 
der the age at which, by the wuou* he Wight 
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assume the pall, the see was held unoccupied for 
twelve months. He has now been consecrated 
about two years. It would appear too much 
like flattery of a living character, if I was to ex* 
press the sentiments of hope and expectation 
which are entertained by all ranks in the Isle of 
Man, from the commencement of his career. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Review of the State of the Island under tlie do- 
minion of the House of Stanley — Excessive 
Alarm excited by the revestment in Great Bri- 
tain — the revival of Prosperity and general 
amelioration of Character and Manners result- 
ing from a better order of things — Prejudice 
against the Duke of Athol, whence it origin- 
ates , and how maintained. » 

Having brought the history of the island down 
to the time when it underwent its last great 
change, I shall endeavour to give a summary 
view of the condition in which the Manx people 
stood, when the power of the house of Stanley 
was extinguished. * 

As I have before observed, the population had 
been essentially reduced by the Scottish usurpa- 
tion, and the inhabitants were levelled to a class 
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of mere peasants, who,: at the time the Stanleys 
came into possession, were too poor to emigrate, 
.and too ignorant to effect their own improve- 
ment. Their new lords, therefore, claimed an 
indefeasible right! in the whole landed property, 
.and appear to have considered the people in 
.much the same point of view, that a Russian 
noble regards the vassals on his estates, as crea- 
tures existing only to cultivate lands for his be- 
nefit, in which they had, individually, neither 
right or interest In this state of humiliation, 
the Manx remained with little variation for three 
centuries, employing themselves in fishing during 
the short season the herrings were on the coast, 
and for the rest of the year devoted to complete 
idleness, except the trifling garrison duty ex- 
acted from each, whilst the women performed 
the task of cultivating just so much land as, on 
the closest calculation, would supply die wants 
of the family, and pay the lord's rent.. . They 
dwelt in mud huts, without doors or windows, 
merely serving {the single purpose of defending 
them from the inclemencies of the weather. 
There was at this time an essential difference 
between the Manx and the Scottish Clans, in- 
habiting the out-isles, formerly associated under 
the same government, and> probably, then actu- 
ated by the same habits and manners. / 



In thorn isolated spots, though the laud be* 
longed altogether to om chief, yet w^ Mb w- 
to msto so fceand op by participation and relation- 
ship with those of tie dependents, that his aape- 
rionty seemed to be reflected back, and to gvve 
to the whole community an elevation proportioned 
to his own. On die oonttnry, the tond of Mao, 
•!br many ages, came amongst bis people, bet to 
ooerce their persons, or to subtract from their 
dittle gains : in comparison to him, they were a 
distinct aad inferior race of beings, who oeetd 
-wily gem on him in his elevated sphere, as a 
meteor or * comet, likely to endanger or alarm, 
4mt without a premise of advantage to mark Us 
track, fie •ciraamrtancied, they had quietly taken 
the evil with the good, neither stimulated by 
■comparison, nor encouraged by hope, *M ahout 
twenty years before BitAop Wilson'* tune, whan 
« mew channel was opened hy a hand ef adven- 
turers who came from Liverpool* and settled 
Jbeanmhres in Douglas, for the aMswed purpose 
etf cartying on an illicit trade; and hy the ad- 
vantages they held out, they soon induced sh ip s 
to and from the Eset and West ladies, as well 
as those engaged in the Guinea *ra4e, to toneh 
"at the iaUmd, where they found * ready market 
4br part of their cargoes, which were afterwards 
conveyed in Manx vessels (and by these means 
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etading the custom dues) into other countries* as 
WeH as Grant Britain and Ireland. 

The pmfits attending this nefarious traffic 
were soon perceived to be. so large, that Ike 
natives, awakened from their stupor, resolved to 
participate -with the strangers. The lord of the 
Me also, deriving advantage from certain small 
4aties paid to him, was little concerned to sup- 
press * > and the people* already trained op to 
the sea, and toured to hardship, were well cabm- 4 
'tetod to enecuntw the dangers of such a» «m- 

• $>loy • Bvsrt, in a pursuit of this kind, it is obvious 
the morals of the nation went be pot to etttraoie 
feaaard j it was impossible a commerce, fcoadad 
*n trick and fraud, oooM be prosecuted, without 
eta eatiue smrearier of principle, and the convic- 
tion that sueh was the tsase, gave to the tgeed 
Bishop Wilson, as way be easily imagined, the 
most lively concern. Da * letter to 4ns sea, dated 
*n 174t> he say*, 

* * Oar people are -mightily intent opoa enlarg- 
ing the hariboom act Fed, Jtamsay, and Douglas j 
hilt the iniquitous toaflfe carried on, to the iaf ury 
and damage of the oimnh will tender the hfass- 
imfg of «od from fcftmg upon us. 9 ' 

He <eametfly strove to divert their awakeaed 
activity into another ehamid; bat, in this parti- 
-etfar, *N his frdhi eii fc e <ooold impose *ie restraint, 
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the gains and profits were obvious and preset*, 
the injury done to a government whom relation* 
ship they scarcely admitted, was founded upon 
abstract principles, which they had a difficulty, 
as well as disinclination, to comprehend; and it 
became evident, that only the strong arm of 
power could extirpate, this nest of plunderers. Oil 
this ground, the investment of the island in the 
crown of Great Britain was proposed, add car- 
ried into effect, as we have related, greatly against 
the wishes of its former possessors ; and yet their 
reluctance bore no comparison to that with which 
the change was regarded by the natives. This 
feeling was also considerably aggravated by the 
secrecy observed on the part of the Duke of 
Athol or his officers, in relation to the treaty 
whilst pending ; it appears by evidence given in 
before the English commissioners in 1792, that 
the first news of this intended sale was, only a 
slight rumor, which reached the island in Ja- 
nuary, 1785 ; in consequence whereof, a requi- 
sition was made to the governor to convene the 
keys, with" which he did not comply ; that, in th& 
month. of March following* the proceedings in 
parliament becoming a matter of notoriety, and 
when, in fad:, the consent of the dnke and 
duchess had been given to the transfer, a second 
petition was presented for assembling the legis- 
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latare of the island, which .was at length granted ; 
and, in consequence of this meeting, two gentler 
man* were deputed by the keys to attend par- 
liament on* behalf of the Manx, accompanied by 
a merchant a* agent for commercial affairs. 

To have thus transferred a nation and its in- 
habitants, without the compliment of informing 
them of the change abont to take place, appears 
a stretch of arbitrary power, hardly reconcile- 
able with our ideas, of civil liberty. It is 
true, that when complaint of this disregard to 
their claims and feelings was made to the duke, 
he expressed some surprise, and declared he had 
given direction to one of his officers to • make the 
matter known in the island, whilst it was yet un- 
determined. ,>Thtt offtcer, when applied .td, al- 
leged hi» obedience to the order j but, on further 
investigation, it came t out, that he had . only ae* 
quailed the governor, and befaueea these two 
gentlemen the secret bad rested till the. whole 
was effected, and remonstrance had become 
equally vain and useless. 
, . Soon after this event, an act passed both houses 
of parliament, not merely calculated to root out 
the illicit trade, but imposing such severe restric- 
tions. on the regular commerce of the island, that 
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the people, pseaiaasly aht t asod an d agitated^ 
aott driven to *»ob drapair, that? they 
their rain to he ^oaftpkrte; iasutar property soak 
to the lowest state of depreciation, and nearly aB 
*ho had the means cf removal* began to enter* 
tain the idea of emig cation* when* a* a iast ef- 
fect, three other commissioners ware dispatched 
to Bnfhmd» to represent the nueerable coochfee* 
of the inhabitant* smAtarfoairoarto obtain i 
stdrass of tfcehr grievances. 

Happily* tlnala* 
with sacoess; some clauses of unnecessary 
tity us the aot ce ittptiyaed ofr rase rep e at ed* and 
osttaua eiroureganieats held out to die fci* 
toido* which s pcm sd a. brighter prospect, «ai 
e&qtoally irafora* the pufattc aoad. From thin 
tin* th»>;hainitm and iiftaatioa. of the Map* 
bee been gmdtatty itpprowag > *♦ adsa^tagna 
of beiag. goa oa aad by % great nattoo, instead of a 
petty lord, is, d n asoss eM y fah. Thosawtoha* 
already aoanaanlatsri targe gsinsfroaa tfc* centra* 
band trade, were, by the change* obbged- ekhpt 
ta sib doadi japan, the .leads they had acquised, 
and tars theie thoughts tocgriculture, or to em- 
bark their capital ia regular commerce* Yevp 
fcw sunk faaak.iiito.the state of apathy faaoeity 

awakened ; MHfeiwpsiaP*, to*, fed «wpt in* 
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which* ttMlgfe trot always beneftcml to individual 
diameter, are still, up to a certain heighth, ooi^ 
versally product! * e of national advantage. 

Bat whatever pursuit? were superinduced, the 
herring fishery* supported hy ancient habits and 
early association, was regarded as the chief good j 
and to this pursuit, requiting neither talent net* 
labor, the mass of the peasantry stiH confined 
thteir hopes aiftd eft&rtions; oft which account, 
agriculture, with its moderate returns and per- 
manent advantaged, was yet ahnosfr entirely neg* 
lected. 

' The Dafte of Athol, in making a gate of the 
Maud, had reserved all hid feudal rights as lord 
6t the sod, with certain 6ther profits -coming un* 
der the same description. But the enmity «*» 
dted in- the minds of his late subjects, was too 
aCtWe a principle not to produce continual restet*' 
ance against ftesfe clahns, which, no longer backed 
by sovereign power, were met by every specie* 
of opposition; so that it became necessary it* 
17M, to resort to patfiament to establish bis an* 
tflated rights, which was accordingly done by the 
ptfcMttt duke, who fbrdfer complained, that t*wr 
snm given to hit anoestor was greatly banaaih 
the value of ther e* ** ** ceded to the crown. Hi* 
petition, therefore, weht to obtain an additional 
otrmpensatieo, and also to aMaHi* tltoai ua» 

08 
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aortal rights, which, being unnecessary to the 
purposes for which the revestment was made* 
were never intended to be disturbed. 
. On this petition much contention ensued j the 
general feeling was averse to the first article ; the 
keys petitioned against that clanse which affected 
the insular rights ; and, at length, after sever* 
4ebate, the bill was thrown out. 

The dnke being thus left even in a worse situ* 
a|ion than before, renewed his attempt in 1701, 
when a case was presented to the privy •council, 
containing such strong allegations, that commis- 
sioners were appointed to visit the island, and 
toake a thorough investigation, both as to the 
particulars in dispute, and also into the general 
state of the revenues, produce, and trade. 

The result of this inquiry proved, that great 
part of the duke's complaiqt was well foifnded ; 
tjiat the sum of £70,000. given for the cession, 
bad been calculated on a revenue ill-managed 
*pd unfairly collected; consequently, facing much, 
short of what, under a better system,* it might 
have produced, and that, in xKh^r respects, the 
property, meant to have been reserved to the ne* r 
ble complainant, was unnecessarily crippled. 
- In consequence of this report, .a fresh bill wa** 
offered in 18Q5» W: which, the fonner cop teutons* 
w§r§ WMwodiJA b»th; hoope^ 4B^pjf.»emb^ 

i <: 
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asserted, that the duke had received full com- 
pensation for. the Isle of Man in its thenstatd, 
and that if by the festering care of J the British 
government the revenue had been increased, it 
was no reason why the late possessor should caM 
for farther remuneration ; it was asserted, that thtf 
last Earl of Derby had farmed his whole receipts 
to a merchant of Liverpool for £1000. per ami. j 
and it was observed, that if such a precedent 
was set up, with equal justice might any man, 
who had neglected his estate and sold it for a dew 
predated Talue, demand an additional compen- 
sation of the next possessor, when he should, by 
his industry or skill, have improved and restored 
the dilapidated property. 

Oh the other hand, the friends of the duke 
maintained, that 1 the loss sustained by him and 
his family, might, at a moderate computation; 
be estimated at £620,000., a sum so enormous 
as to excite the ridicule of opposition, but at 
tength, being supported by ministry, the affiur 
Was decided; the manorial rights clearly ascer- 
tained and established, and an additional sum 
of £3000/ per annum out of the consolidated 
fund bestowed on the duke and his heirs for 
ever. 

This success 'renewed the* ancient grudge of 
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ike people against the Athol fiuoily ; in the year 
J798 the duke bad accepted the post of gover* 
IKNr of the island, an office, as it appears to roe, 
poeh below bis raak, and which, by constantly 
keeping alive the recollection of his former svpre* 
macy, ought to have been painful to bis feelings \ 
nevertheless, when he first assumed the govern* 
pent he was received with every sentiment of 
MSpeet; the people were disposed to regard buQ 
14 a fellow sufferer with themselves, by the ad 
of his ancestor, and hoped that his interest would 
still be ejerted in behalf pf his natural depot-* 
dents 5 as e*<di» o* his arrival the natives, forgtf* 
ting their iisual apathy, flocked around biro, took 
the horses from his carriage, and drew him to 
his boose, amidst the loqdest acclamations ; but 
this popalerity was of short duration ; whilst the 
loll ahove^roentioned was depending, the people 
Were intruded to believe that its otyect went to 
the entire annihilation of their property, which 
it wns represented the duke, in imitation of quo 
of the Earls of Derby, meant to seise into his 
own bands* A prejudice once sown, especially 
ky * popular leader, is difficult to eradicate* in 
proportion to the grossoess of the toil in which it 
has taken root, and the extreme ignorance of 

*te ums opiftitmftd t* eptoblufe a felitf* wh*h» 
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to this moment* is act vitally 4om away; 
of the ■JaadbcMer* still anerfciiigt. tJtat seek A 
scheme mm en foot,, tat that by sMie means 
(which they neittar understand, nor can explain) 
it wis defeated through th* interference of car* 
tain individuals, who, from thence forward, have 
been regarded, without justice or reason, as the 
protectors of Manx independence; whilst the 
duke has invariably to encounter either the 
strongest marks of aversion, or at best a silent 
and contemptuous neglect: his acts, many of 
them highly beneficial to the community, are 
viewed with suspicion, and to the utmost of their 
power the legislature set themselves to negative 
and defeat all his propositions: most people 
wonder that so circumstanced, his grace does 
not resign an office, in which he is so ill under- 
stood, and from whence he can derive neither 
honour nor profit; but perhaps the maintenance 
of his private rights are bound up -to a certain 
extent in the exercise of his power as a governor, 
and in addition to that consideration, he has ex* 
tensive influence in the appointment of officers 
in the different departments, which are usually 
filled up through his patronage, by persons con- 
nected with, or dependent on, his family, genet 
rally to the exclusion of the natives, whose jea- 
lousy is very properly excited by this preference 
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shewn to foreigners, who, on the other hand, 
feeling their obligation to the duke, are strenu- 
ous supporters of his power, and serve to com- 
pose a little coert, and maintain a faint appear- 
ance of state during his short visits to the island. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Tour round the Island, commencing at Douglas — 
Description of that Town and Neighbourhood. 

Befcuve I enter on general subjects connected 
with the present state of the island, I think it 
may form a very proper ground-work to draw a 
short sketch of the country itself. - The scenery 
of the Isle of Man, except on the north side, 
where it is better wooded, has no great beauties; 
there is nothing to elevate or astonish, and not 
much to admire : the mountains are of too tame 
a character, and too frequently covered with 
fog, which, as a native poet says, • ' * 

" Sits like a night-marc squat on Mona's breast," 
to give pleasure, except to an imagination strong* 
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ly tinctured with Ossianic scenery; luch may 
here find all the varieties of tint and form that 
enraptured the mountain bard, but they will still 
languish for the bolder features of his scenery. 
The highest elevation rises so gradually, that its 
effect is lost to the eye; there is hardly a bold or 
abrupt precipice throughout thq whole, except 
in the rocky scenery round the coast, which can 
only be surveyed from the sea; the interior it 
cast in the same mould with its inhabitants, and 
a sort of quiet mediocrity characterises the 
whole. The country is intersected by streams, 
which, though scarcely more than rivulets, serve 
to diversify the scene, and the water is every 
where pure and excellent, totally free from the 
brackish taste usually prevailing in the vicinity of 
the sea, and as has been found, on experiment, 
admirably adapted to the use of the manufacturer 
a» well as for domestic purposes. 

The course usually pursued by traveller* is to 
make a tour round the coast, on which all tba 
towns and villages are seated, the interior teiu$ 
chiefly divided into wall farms, or abandoned 
to the undisturbed dominion of heath and gorse* 
The high roads are tolerably level, and capable, 
with a Uttt? mow attention, of being made ex- 
cellent. The town of Douglas, from various 
eaussa, has a pratemumup §w attth* advipj 
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both io trade and population, th«%h it is net 
the seot ef government; but as it is the point at 
winch nearly all visitors first arrive, I sbaU begin 
By description in that quarter. 

The approach to this place by sea presents a 
most importing aspect ; oo turning either of the 
heads that form the semicircle of the bay, which 
is of considerable extent, the eye takes in at 
eoee a variety of object* calculated to raise fairy 
hope* of the interior; in the centre stands the 
free stone palace of the Duke of Athol, called 
Mod* Catftle, magnificent from its size, if net 
from its architectural beauties. The hill behind 
this mansion is planted and cultivated, so as to 
draw forth and embellish all its natural advan- 
tages, though the space devoted to this purpose 
net exceeding five or six acres, bears no proper* 
taett to the stse of the dwelling: at a abort distance 
isa neatand elegant villa belonging toCol.StewarW 
and in addition to these several modem houses, at 
different elevations, overhang the bay, and give 
an air of modest opulence and comfort to the 
wbol*. In * reecss at the south side riee* the town 
with a handsome pier, and a light-house, of 
elasamaA elegance, presenting a new .proof of the 
eopnaousMss of taste in the human mind* these 
two being planned and erected by the aasae Stf* 
tist, who hulk thochaotiouas^aboTe^nentiMMd 
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for the Duke of Athol. The whole bay is two 
miles across, and is sheltered from all winds ex* 
eept the north east; both its points are rocky and 
dangerous, and in the middle is a bed of rock* 
called " Connister," on which, in the stormy 
season, many vessels find their destruction. % 
It is unfortunate when the first glance at a 
place excites expectations, which every succeed* 
ing view must damp and dissipate; those who 
arrive at Douglas on a fine day can hardly fail 
to find the pier covered with groupes of white 
robed damsels, full of gaiety and spirit, • they 
will cast their eyes with delight on the villas 
which surround or overhang the bay; if the time 
is evening, they may probably be greeted with 
the sound of military music from the parade* 
and the combination must naturally lead .them to 
anticipate an entrance into a mahometan para^ 
dise, peopled with hour is; but this lovely vision 
will only last till they have ascended the stairs 
opposite to the custom-house; from that moment* 
they must thread their way through a labyrinth 
of narrow dirty streets,- and prepare to cncorinfer 
the usual variations of dirt and neglect, for 
certainly nobbing can be more inconvenient 00 
disagreeable than the internal arrangement of 
this town, where the divisions form angles, whieb 
would defy -the skill of the. best charioteer,, 06 
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ancient or modern times; no part is flagged, 
tor is it well lighted, except in the vicinity of 
the harbour. The whole forms a triangle, the 
longest side extending from the bridge to the 
pier, but as the buildings are now rising in 
every direction, this shape will soon be lost; nor 
is it indeed even now so dearly defined as it was 
a few years back : the pier is in length five hun- 
dred and twenty feet, its breadth forty, it is 
handsomely paved with free stone ; at the dis- 
tance of four hundred feet it suddenly expands 
fifty feet to the right; this part being, raised 
forms a semicircle to which there is an ascent by 
a flight of steps, and in the centre of the area 
is the lighthouse, according to the opinion of 
nautical men, more to be celebrated for its 
beauty than utility; being situated considerably 
within Douglas Head, and so nearly on a level 
with the town, that its light is often confounded 
with that of the neighbouring houses. 

The harbour is esteeemed the best dry one in 
the Irish channel, and admits vessels of consi- 
derable burthen, at high water, close to the 
quay. The customhouse is the best building in 
the town, and conveniently situated for business: 
it was erected during the prevalence of the con- 
traband trade, by one of those persons who had 
realized a considerable property in th^t pursuit; 
but in the panic following the rerestment of the 
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Mand, he sold it* much under ito value to HM 
l>uke of Athol, by whom it has bean devoted ttf 
itfir present use. Till very lately all the house* 
in Dbugias were low and ill-cotmtincted, crowd- 
ed together without regard to convenience etf 
uniformity; but latterly several new street* bar* 
been constructed in the suburbs, weft situated 
for comfort and accommodation, m which thtf 
houses combine some degree of elegance in the 
exterior, with considerable attention to internal 
convenience. 

The act of the legislature, taking away the 
protection from foreigners, has been more so** 
verely felt in Douglas than in any part of the 
island ; this being the spot generally preferred 
by visitors of this description, and in consequence? 
many houses are at this time uninhabited, and 
the shops have lost that animated appearance of 
Business formerly visible in them ; bat yet as all 
the imports and most of the exports pass through 
this port,* there is still a considerable trade car- 
ried on, and a degree of bustle perceptible on 
the quay, that keeps hope alive, and leads the 
inhabitants to look forward to the renewal of 
past prosperity, from some other source. Hie 1 
shops afford a good 1 assortment of articles of tie* 
cessity and convenience; but it is the practice to 
mix various branches of trade in one receptacle^ 
particularly linefa-drapery, grocery, and harffe 
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i, which it not favourable to the conditio* 
of the stock. One of the principal traders in 
the town of Douglas deals in the following in- 
congruous list of cammodities---fnil}inery, mep- 
cery, liquors, wines, grocery, linen-drapery, sta» 
denary, ironmongery, wit, shoos, tobacco* snuff, 
brashes, brooms, mops, pet fernery, hats, hosiery, 
Wrings, and coals. 

. The assembly-room is spacious, bot neither 
ifcsgnat or even neat, yet the balls are well at- 
tended, and the young people dance to their two 
iddles with as much hilarity as if the apartment 
wne illuasioated by Grecian lamps, or adorned 
with velvet hangings. A theatre was erected a 
few years since, but the encouragement give* 
being insufficient to induce good performers to 
make even temporary visits, the building baa 
been diverted to other purposes. 

Amongst the most promising cetaftlishmcnte 
are a public library and reading room j instit** 
tieas so necessary to the frnproveoorent of society, 
that they deserve in all places the highest sap* 
port, and the most carefal superintendence; fctft 
hi this, as in many other instance^ ton muck 
pasty spirit prevails, and in cttteeqoeM* tfan 
advance has noi been equal to the commence* 
ment; the president, the committee, and the 
secretary, bare bean occupied with pmeto dif- 
ferences, when they should h»*o been debating 
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only on the best means of promoting the good of 
the society, and therefore the collection of book* 
is neither so large, or so well chosen, as it 
might have been, considering the time which has 
elapsed since the formation, or the funds sob* 
scribed. There is now only one printing-press* 
in the island, from whence a newspaper issues 
weekly, but it is the vehicle merely for advertise* 
meets. In Douglas is a small chapel dedicated 
to St. Matthew ; but the place of worship most 
frequented is a new church, a little above the 
town, which is neatly finished, and where the 
pews let at a very high rate. The parish church, 
called Kirk Braddan, is: at a distance of two 
miles; there are besides these, a methodist meet- 
ing house, a presbyterian chapel, and also one 
for catholics. 

A Lancastrian school, and a house of recep- 
tion for the poor, ought to be mentioned with 
praise; both owe their rise to voluntary sub- 
scriptions, to which those persons, whom the na- 
tives are too fond of distinguishing by the term 
strmngersy have been much the largest contribu- 
tors ^ formerly, tile poor of Douglas, as is stilt 
the ease in all other parts of the island, wersr 
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patty metatoiDrtl by a eotfeetibn, which is rtiade 
every Sunday it* the different ohwehfes aft±r thd 
morning service* when the, watdefts go round 
if 6m pew to pew, • and though noftd of thfc dona* 
tioas are large, yet it is very unusual for tfny 
one to refuse some trifle. In country places, 
where, the persons. claiming* parochial telfef hr« 
not putberous, these alms have been found total 
raUy adequate to their support; but in the 
towns, though the collections were nmehiargup; 
yet they fell very far short of th£ waftts to be 
supplied, and this deficiency, it v**p the icgbtoiti 
to nake up by domiciliary visits ef'the paupen 
themselves, who usually on a Monday nrirnitf£ 
made a progress in a body from house to house, 
to the great annoyance of tbe^ inhSbkattts* who 
were literally besieged by a body of claimants 
not easily to be either satisfied or dispersed. The 
establishment of a publio kitchen in Douglas hat 
eoaipletely relieved the housekeepers of that 
town from this weekly visitation j to support this 
institution each family subscribes according to 
inclination or ability, and the whole is conduct* 
ed under the vigilant and judicious superinfen* 
dance of the high bailiff of the town, to whosf 
exertions the pldn, excellent as it is, first owed 
its rise. Those poor persons who, from sickness 
or infirmity, are upable to attend at the regular 
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m&&* are piwidid withjfoo4 At be**, tiae oAf«| 
tafce t^r siwrefl at a comiiicm table, «od wine 
fay? reside in the poOr-kuWB altogether. 13* 
wtafe wto. reeefring; daily, ajd %re i aboqt 1AQ 

Xh§ Laaseatr iaa school batata bean an wijbj 

teal public benefit* wd« a. very vbible imp*** 

BaetttjMoJakieDJpbwe.ia.4he chifch^ttitf ttatpeei 

m*£e K its iMtitutMn. SatabiisbawteolttheMMM 

VftP^bolian * s*uiHefr sqale, h*v* bee» tttam 

foot in Ramsay and Caatletevw*, from *hen*e 

ftaaF'beJbopad, thrtitbezhfessiflgs <rf*e4ttatp)i* 

wbi^pofcnmy. yeajra sioce/mera. M*attaimbfe 

«re&ihp tteittgffer. rank* in the Jabn& ttitt,m« 

\». efttcocla* too the tone** The h*t pabl« 

httiWiag^J«ttti*b leihave t* uotkeaie the hot and 

cold^iit.wMjter.bathfi, Attfe which f are not .yift 

quite .fiawbqd*, will h»of i»Hlw*bki Ofciiky f to 

vafetndMMiaH, a*d; nou doubt, ten*, to- iaticefM* 

the resort rtfcviMauif rem ti» opposite opMto 

duiiitt^tberhiKtbingt«aaon. 

v TEbe podboffeae > foe* the island; is imiBtHglMt 

tthetei alL lotfcfers/^re JawrngK from W&tefatteiit 

attdtlww^fQEWJwrdqditQ tfef other towns* The 

packet aajlt, from Bagtead, wiad and w rnthm r 

peanitting, every Meuday eights; ami aflbaaa 

•lay of three day* k, again .dw forthfe opposite 

coae^. . ,' , .. . . ^ j ■ 

The lodging-houses are very numerous in this 



town, 1>tft tiieVe' are few iiins, and only two of 
any pretensions;' in 1 these" tKe accommodations 
are' gbdfl, and tKe' difference Between their 
charges and' tbo^e made at English' hotels is so 
great, that it induce* many persons to give a 
jfreferedce to bb'uglas; fdr a' temporary visit dur- 
ing* the sumWer, especially' arfHtie san'drf m well 
Adapted IbV BathMg; anfl pW^er' nrtfcHifleS' id 
Waiting: tf He* markets' art abiindatitiy supplied 1 ; 
BtttfoY a'&afedr 4 pricefc, &c. I shafl reserve 4 
pagtf at tfitf coticfasidii' df tlie"\WtflP. 

'TheO^eof' AtHors'hdlis^'dfcrisHe- as* it' is 
tfle first' olfccl? Wtiibh 1 rfrffirii W ey% of the trig. 
vfellet; afad thembs^coiisikTerable'for mtfgfait'olft 
iU the islitadl rfitist' ri6t«b> ? patoeti ovter 1 wittfttfi 
slight notice already takett of W. Itis' ; an : e , re^ 
tfdrtfatetf ^iWfree-Btbtie 1 , dtfa'pMsB'eifraor- 
dftiHryi ttiWlt fai^oWed person*, mticti'better 
skilled ill arfchtettare than I pf^intf to ! be, td 
tlSWdfe wTfat? efts* iV bfeloiigfc' to. The' riiahsiotf 
ft* a perfect sqda're 1 ; on'a'litife with 1 ] the back frdrtf 
ttftfedds a' string* df ofl&es, fording' oftfe* Wing 1 
dtftfeY a dblonriade, and tHdrdbygtVing' aVair of 
deformity to the whole. The princrp'aVftont're^ 
c8H8s*a lirtlk ihthe- c'entre - , fffr no' reason but to 
eWfiftenaUce* tne* erection" d? : d rifodferfl- balcony 
wiarVUght'ifdh' raHM# trf* contest 1 the* gotlnc* 
coKWrog running dp in" thVottttf ptftiPdr* the* 

V2 
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building. The windows are much top narrow, 
and the grand saloon, which: is of magnificent 
dimensions, is completely spoiled by a row of 
small lights, like the windpws of an attic story, 
passing over the cornicp and, principal sashes; 
besides all, the 'eye .is offended by a line of 
battlements, above wfcch rises a pointed .and 
slated roof, giving a direct contradiction to 
the armed pretensions of the front j nor is this 
the? worst error in judgment, fpr, midst an as- 
semblage of chimnies, roofs, coroicps, and carv- 
ed .work, springs up around Gothic tower, with 
long sash windows between the loop-holes, tfye 
only visible use of which strange excrescence, 
is to sustain a . flag-staff, whence the colours are 
occasionally displayed. 

The domain ground the mansion is on a scale 
of littleness exciting continual astonishment, 
since there could be, no cause why the lord of 
the whole inland should fix on a spot so circum- 
scribed, that- the dwelling appears completely 
crowded under the hill, or rather gives an idea 
of having slid down in, some violent concussion 
of the earth. 

The terrace/5, walks, and gardens, would 
hardly suffice tp exercise the. taste of a citizen, 
who had to { plan out his parterre and paddock, 
for a country-box at Islington, and the whole, is 
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so much elbowed and incommoded by neigh- 
bouring villas and cottages, that it can be com- 
pared to nothing more appropriate, than the no- 
ble owner himself, descending from his elevated 
station as lord of Man, and submitting to jostle 
and associate as deputy with those officers over 
whom he ought to have held sovereign sway* 
The cost of this bdtldibg, with all its defects, is 
said to have been upwards of £50,000.; a large 
sum to expend , on a mere monument over do* 
parted greatness.. 
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QUA?. 5L 

Tour continued— Castletown-— Derby Hqven— 
The Calf— Peel Town and Castle— Ramsay 
Lazey, and the Road returning to Douglas 
again. 

From Douglas to Castletown, which is the re- 
gular route, the distance is ten miles, the road 
lies past the seat of Major Tabbman, called 
the Nunnery, from the ancient structure formerly 
occupying the same site; bpt of which not a 
vestige remains, except a gateway still support- 
* ing the old bell, but now forming an entrance 
to the stables. The gardens and grounds' have 
some beautiful features, for many years the 
whole has been without a rival, and travellers, 
finding nothing else to admire, have lavished 
more praise than it deserves on this spot, which 
certainly has many advantages in point of situa- 
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tion, but the feenery is disfigtarfcd by the erect 
Hum of small houses, a milly a warehouse, and 
eveo by ttro bteachfieldK eve*taote spread 
with linens of different shades, all vMnch ate 
Sweetly in front of the mansion. Theiidriefe is 
art more thm* m deoeat .codntry.aea*, whose 
whitened waits are cbriousliy 6trisbdd by a cornice 
and bordering of dteep rfcd stone. Abate theinott- 
*wry the toad comtnasds a ym*w of d richTaHejr, 
fa which stands Kirk BcatdAii, and d*er all ris* 
4fee te% taoatotam of QmtA Barraie ; on thh 
kfrii Ae ddhgfctfol httle villa, fafeltoyiiig to 
M %vr Votyn, fHtidwg «n th* rtmktof a itei 
w<*Mt awd w«H criKtivatefl, that tto *hofe prfe. 
cwme tf jutikrifens aftld pftirfftable rarprovec- 
ooaaMaod with domestic comfort and 
hmoty wfcifch atttafcfe coiitinrial admiration 
S^MmfytaGMtetomnymtheTfyht, is Mdimt 
Minty* bfetttfgfag to **tepbe#of the 0bke df 
AMhdv ami from tanco-tke flritftntafin seebefl^ 
taifcs up m a ttoftay <rf barremtewi, incfaKn& 
ai iftWfcl v ttenhy Bsffttv a*<J North Barrute. 
v &1ffc' Sattotos a Sikfalt drttrth, libS on thd left* 
tart fttttAta ritite fro* ftheii& fcre fevehd drtiiAi- 
ttfct '*Hiigeb, 4>(**g atones ttteWfed and pfafeed 
in * <Mrctt!*r fa*. FblK»Wftft& the direct rotft, 
y*ft >a*i*W* at Btttta Ltah*y Bridge uswdly 
called the Devil's Bridge, which is said to 
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be the scenb of his satatnic majesty's frfeqncitf 
Exploits, od which account it is with ex- 
treme reluctance the natives i vcntare over k 
After dark. . 

- Balla Salla is the largest mud most populate 
Tillage in the island ; the river and scenery aw 
particularly beautiful, and some remains of 
Rushen Abbey still adorn the banks of the 
stream. This retreat was founded by Ofa*e, 
King of Man, in 1104; but the church, though 
begun at the same time, was not finished or oem- 
aecrated till 1257, though it; had in that long 
interval : served as a. burial ; place for . several .of 
•the royal family. . The Monk* ware twelve 
in number, besides < the abbot. They practiced 
great austerities, wearing neither shoes or ftacfe, 
anr eating flesh, f In 1 192 .the recluses removed 
Id Douglas, but ia four years they returned to 
the abbey. In 1316 this place waa plundered by 
Richard de Mandeville, who. carried off the 
treasure to Ireland ; and it was Anally suppressed 
with the monasteries) in England, m tfe$jreigu 
of Henrjr VIII. but. whether by the Lord of 
Man i or by the -King of England, I he*e ipi 
been able, tq discover. The site aqd remain^ of 
the. abbey are in the possession of Mr, Mo*re, 
whose, father when first detrosfter, built a ha»d~ 
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eftp&hpose on 4he spot, and converted some » 
4*ftk)9 oftbe monastery into out offices. * 
.. >From Balk* Salta to Castletown, a distance 
jtfaoly two miles, the road is greatly beautified 
fey some /flourishing thorn hedges, which are 
4*ltiv*ied with great attention on the estate of 
George Quayle, Esq. ; these were, a very few 
years »i*ee, the only specinsens of this oru&» 
wentailtnee in the island. 

Although tradition has « handed down no an* 
tbeotic account of the anti^aky of the fonr prist* 
oipal* towns, jiet.. there, is reason to believe that 
Caqtletetfn, otf as it was originally called, Rushen, 
i^the most ancient ; and that it may have been 
ppafly coeval with the castle, . though the snr* 
rounding buildings not being framed like that 
far duration, must have been many times renewed 
since the first formation of the town. All time 
jaqw in existence appear to bate been raised 
withifi 4fae last century, except ope, now the 
George Inn, but for merly the.abode of the lieu- 
tepH*, aqd of the; lord himeelfwfcen on the 
iolartd ..'"«'-; * 

ff . The venerable castle demands particular aft* 
toottftti.; it /was ererted in 9Q0 by Guttred, the 
second « D*ni«b pjriace in : succession from King 
Qrry. .This buityiftg<, which is remarkable f«r 
setidky,: beiyrs * attwg resemblance, and Wat 



Sfg nmraaar oar 



faobaUy oantraoted on the ***** fimwhhlk 
Castle of Blswwur, in Denmark: it isof jt«g*f% 
aaa-eaeity described. A sort of stone giants runt 
Mradftbefcoep, and includes eoave edterbtttld* 
sags Aoar fallen .to rain. This gfaas ^ addeA 
hyGaadiadt Wolaey, during tfa* tm* tb* be 
waagtard»an^eEwMd,EwUfi>erby, JpRthi* 
the walb are aoaae convenient and partly too- 
demised apartments, appropriated to the oso Of 
the feeatenent governor, aoad also a targe coort- 
mca* darotsd to public use. On the walk aft 
those oooitaed beddings where the neeords at* 
kept, and 4be business of the roUs'oAoe w >cov- 
ducted* ffWe are also two rooms sttngtime* 
granted as an inda&geaoe to persons confined 1bft- 
dabt; but the great ansa of aofortan&te persta* 
of this description have hitherto bee» <**#<fed 
together in those apartments set apart for that 
use; whilst felons were confined in the interior 
of thefceep, inohoinbers so rahiong, that k Was 
a great impeaofanent of tho humanity rf tfc* go*, 
aornasent to' oeniaitt any osteon mwo^o o p i < toA 
to such dungeons. Within the last year, t***r*- 
ever, gvea* alterations hate bee* oomafeneed' in 
tito in te rns ! part of the oasttej a*l of *feM»i* 
WwWrgeiog * substantia* repast, and rodft* tf 
dMfemrt dimonsiona aw plumed tut, whertf A* 
aMeries of Hieafoaratioit- w* bo *Be*iat#* by 
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, a t tei*>OD tptthe oonaenieDpe jaadacdammo 
dtoifto *f Ifco jpflattei*. 

VheatiKetadf Castletown aw regular mod airy ; 
in the centre is an open space or square, amand 
wkitik Mf aev end very excellent booses, **d at 
«l* *d4 a neat aad wdH nff>«inted ohapel. The 
k*y* bar* * Imw tppmp rioted to their ose, hot 
it m # **•* hadrting , nonm ied ft? the s ta t ion 
^KW^*bw^ranabirf*beii«i|lali«e, The tw» 
sohscd of tins tows aaoonsidqred as a very too** 
l^diinstkntina: it am$ its Jise 4e BiAop Bob* 
mw # *h* feandod it m order to aeasre a *■*» 
<gNioo of *tadq*»» who dxasM be properly odn» 
cetod far the asinistfy. The quali£cation re* 
tttred i&tfae.maeter js, that he should be a cler* 
gy*Ma» and have taken hie decreet at one of 
th* niur&stUeai and the endowment arises fiw 
a om givei} h} Charles, Sari of Dsriby, b«mg 
the pcofita of a farmer vacancy of the bishopric, 
Jfcv Barren? alfo obtained sevend «eatitbitftons, 
^ith which he purchased part of the impiopria* 
tpona$ sad ha ga*e two trainable estates of his 
awn. in tfa* islaad, ealled Hango Hill and felt 
CKUfp ail wbieb are applied to the asait 
of four afarf**** who pterievslyto their 
sion must give s^pnrity either that they will 
ante* a* tho ministry when their cd ae a t i o n is 
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finished, or **p*y the money expended cm tbtm. 
After leaving the academy the young'stadenfc 
have a stipend par annum' till they obtain pro- 
motion in the church. 

. ,. Castletown being the residence of the Meofe* 
nant governor, and usually also of the southern 
•deemster; and as all la w proceedings «re con- 
ducted there, it mast be considered as the metrcf- 
polis of the island ; and though not' to flourishing 
in it* trade, or so gay from the influx of stran- 
gers as its rival, Douglas, yet : it affords in the 
opinion, of many a much pleasanter retreat to 
persons qnconnected with trade, or those who 
prefer a quiet social intercourse to a mixed so- 
ciety. The only public place of amusement 
here, as in the other towns, is the assembly 
room; but there is the usual routine of card 
playing, tea drinking, and morning visits. The 
gentlemen have a readingroom, andof late; a li- 
terary society has been set on foot, which it is to hi 
hoped will before long give to the general asso* 
cation a higher tone. There are not many 
shops in Castletown, and the access by sea is so 
difficult, that trade to any extent can never bd 
carried pn there, as moat of the supplies murt 
necessarily be landed jat .Douglas. 
Tfcebte of Man bank is esUblishedin this 
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tpwp, ^nd i« indeed the only house in the island 
which carries on the banking business unmixed 
with ofthgr concerns. ' 

^ About a mile and a half .across the sands is 
the /Isthmus, which joins the peninsula, called 
jjangness Point, to the shore, and by its bend on 
on£ side forms an excellent and secure creek, 
c#Jled J>&by Haven, where are the remains of 
9 round tower, bqilt by the Earl of Derby in 
1003. This was no doubt <a commanding' pbint, 
and much better calculated to repel, an enemy 
than Castle Rushen, which, indeed, has always 
been nearly inaccessible by sea, owing to the 
dangerous and rocky bay before it. Near the 
fort at Derby Haven are the ruins of a church, 
by some supposed to have been a cathedral. It 
is now used as a place of interment for Catholics. 
. About two miles west of Castletown is Port' It 
Moray; and a little beyond that Port Erin, a 
romantic secluded bay, offering an excellent 
harbour. On the beach is a small village com- 
posed of huts of fishermen, with here and there 
a little cottage villa of a superior description. 
Near this place are the Giant's Quoiting Stones, 
as they are called, being large masses of unhewn 
slate standing erect; and a little further is. a 
barrow, called Fffry Hill, very generally , be 
lieyed to owe its rise to the labours of those 
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vmMaiy/ beings brrf, in reaMy,- tb+dWfl d^itf 
ooarawoaoratiow of BfegiMddjkiug- of Manl- wins 
was slain in single combat by fvw, ill 1946. 

From Pbrt-Brin, it is- usual fb'ttake tbtt'pas- 
sagtoto th* smalt isfend«cftilefrltar6tflf,- afWays 
an object" of cariosity to -rffeftei*^ €he distance 
from- which* place itrtJfoe&'mites ; the cif toiftntac 
eaee ofthe Calf i» computed to* Be five* ntileg; itA 
ofuditig! an art* of sik bundled aeifeai A verf 
stntdi'patf of tMrsurfiw t*>d«hvfefted irfto arable 
londt bu« thtew«ok'f«rtlW«f'flhe sWee^-^alk. It 
w th« property of the Dbke of itthoU ahd : by 
htai leased' to tf former" of rite rittme dt Ctaitey, 
wftohWereoted-af convenient bOuse^ib the cetitfe 
of hirdooufih, to which be reside*, wittthirwlfe* 
and wro of three servants' who are the only in-< 
taMttfatsof tBisiwlnted spot 1 . 

Ifcurvery* property tlthe^freo, ba*in gftbebdhe- 
it oeitfeei' of cHarch or ministeK Eieept 'iff the 
gtrdett'of the f&rmw, thertris not a" tree oT'shfttbT 
off th«T Whole* islarid: Rabbits- abound' eVerJri 
Hheter and are' a gre» sotfrce of profit tb' thd 
farter to the spring of the ydar; Ttfe CJatf i# 
atwttie resbWof iaflWedse-inffiHbeWof seis-row!) 
w%0tfortai a*mi9st*stWWn"g' and pfetdre&qae seed* 
froM tb#\*%tet>, -sitting' in'iaHumerSbletieWi, dfl& 
above sftWtter, oH thei* riesl&in the 4 clefts of> the* 
rtWi», *bt*e-' thVsHeflee' add' seoWfty of tbWH 
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sttnaiiea must eiwe entry veoottectbn of thai* 
vicinity to their enemy, man, and reoal the idea 
of; these first ages of the world when birds and 
boasts* wen allowed to multiply their irombers, 
and posses* their domains unrivalled and; undisu 
tairhed* The scenery, is uncomtnenly bold aod 
faeouttfal, especially when* thus aderaedi byt its 
w&ite-hreasted inhabitant*; 

. This islet is- said to hams: been, at; different 
titties* the retreat of U**herf*ita Ibcnfihrti ia 
tbe;reiga of; Elizabeth, im]to*ed)oiJ: himself aw 
sidence in this dreary solitude, as wj*eammstyf<» 
having i»wdered his m*tre^iin a fit of jfealetisy. 
Vhte other waft owe Thenasj Bushel, . who* made 
it* bis abode in the. tiara of! James : I. iwoeder ttr 
try the e*pevia»aati how.fai-avbfe.af stfrere ate 
tfiaeMe would proawte longevity. What, is 
called Bushel's house i» new ia> ruin*; ittbesna 
the online of a. small building, apparently con- 
sisting of. two! rooois*. situated on the 
ground, aqd within a.fetv yardsiofraJj 
burrock. 

Whether this eartraondioaiy ascetiA died iachtt 
melancholy retreat*, tcadhhngitwnisaieictrtuiil 
iftfcematieo; but there is a;piaoe>caUediBuslml f s 
GtalYet.oD thettep of. the adjoining; rook^froia 
*tbenfte,w«r.are.taLto suppose* tbat>He»dicbto 

Thia^cetBirtl^tistaoal cnrionsJy coartmclafrig 
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«nd when the smuggling trade was at its heighth, 
Feel wm a station of importance, but it is now 
little mom than a narrow and dirty fishing town. 
The population is estimated at twelve hundred 
people. The bay abounds with excellent fish, 
and on this coast the herrings have, for many 
years, been taken in the greatest abundance. 
Peel Castle stands on a peninsula about one hun- 
dred yards west of the town j at low water it is 
Joined to the main land by a stone wall, shelving 
to the top, formerly* the approach was by a 
flight of steps, bat time has rendered them nearly 
nsthsn, apd- travellers 'now make their way to 
the rains by clambering over the rocks. 

Till the rerestment of the island in die British 
government, this fortress was garrisoned by na- 
tive troops in the pay of the lord, who usually 
gave them EagWeh officers; but, at die sale of 
the royalty, the armoty was cleared of the match- 
locks and other ancient weapons, the garrison 
Induced* *nd the whole has been suffered to ' 
fall into a state of incurable rain. The m- 
msms, bowevor, have yet an imposing appear* 
ance, the walls are still flanked by towers, and 
the outline is pretty well defined ; it encloses an 
irregular polygon of two acres. • The building 
- was originally composed of a sort of red slate, 
winged and feced in many parts witjt red stent. 
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Almost in the centre is a square pyraraidical 
mound of earth, each of its sides facing ope of 
the cardinal points. The admeasurement of this 
elevation is seventeen yards, and it is surrounded 
•by a ditch five feet and a half broad, but of the 
use for which it was designed, no account is ex- 
tant * it is conjectured either to have been an 
sminenoe whence a commander might harangue 
the troops, or with more probability, the burial- 
place of some great personage. 

In this fortress, two eminent pemons^ave been 
imprisoned at different times, the one Elenor, 
wife to Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, in the 
tfmgn of Henry VI., the other, the "great Earl of 
Warwick, who, on one of his reverses, was ba- 
nished to the island, and detained in the custody 
of this garrison. 

Within the Castle waHs are the vetnains of 
two cathedrals^ one dedicated to St. Patrick, tad 
believed to be the iirst Christian church erected 
here ; the other, inscribed to fit. Germain, and 
built about 1*4*. Th* last is described by sen* 
ral ancient authors, particularly Waldron, as 
having been richly ornamented, and abounding 
in monumental inscriptions ; but, if it ever was 
eo, the page of hhtory has been more lasting 
tfea& even memorials of stone and marble, for, at 
present, net a trace gi these embellishments is 

02 
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discoverable to the most curious research. It is 
completely unroofed, and only occasionally used 
as a cemetary. Bishop Wilson was the last dio- 
cesan enthroned in this cathedral. 
" Underneath is the ecclesiastical prison, con- 
structed with all the gloomy severity of Monk- 
ish times: it is a vault eighteen feet deep, 
of which the roof is formed by thirteen poiated 
arches, -supported upon short pilasters, only 
twelve inches above the ground j the bottom is 
extremely rough, and in one corner is a well, 
or spring, which must 'have made a deplorable 
addition to the natural humidity of the place, 
where nteither light or air is admitted, but through 
a small window, deep set in the wall at the emit 
end. > ,.,•*.. 

Waldron also says, in his account of this 
iplace, that there were other cells \mder the two 
-churches, adapted to the purposes of' punish* 
tnent; -in some of which the wretched inmate* 
icould neither- sit' or lie down, and^hat their se« 
elusion in these dens >of Ifcorror depended on tht 
nature and enormity of their offences, aod.on the 
-will of their judges. In these days of civiliga* 
tion, who can reflect without astonishment on tfe$ 
cruelty that could inflict, or the patience that 
could endure, such aggravated tortures both of 
Cody and' mind. But ihpugh tfcge levejpties have 
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never been exercised since the reformation, yet 
one cannot hear without wonder, that the other 
part of the ecclesiastical prison was tenanted so 
lately as in the days of the excellent Bishop 
Wilson, who, in more than one instance, con- J 

signed offenders to that miserable abode for va- n< 

rious offences against the church, particularly the 
nonpayment of tithes, and even in some cases 
without a hearing. Indeed, the power of the 
elergy in the Isle of Man has always bad an ar- 
bitrary character, and even to this day the sen- 
tence of the bishop, or vicars general, is decisive, 
nor does it admit of bail ; there is no alternative 
between prompt submission or imprisonment. 

Three miles from Peel is the celebrated Tyn- 
wald mount. Its appearance is pleasing from 
the neatness with which its singular form is pre- 
served, and venerable from its antiquity, and the 
interesting .purposes to which it is entirely dedi- 
cated. It is a circular- barrow, of moderate 
heighth, formed into a pyramid of three circles, 
the lowest being about eighty yards in circum- 
ference, and the top not more than seven feet in 
diameter. On this, when the legislative assembly 
is collected, a ; -canopy and chair are placed fear 
the lord, or his deputy, and the different officer^, 
clergy and keys, take their respective stations 
below him, whilst the surrounding area is filled 
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with the people. Near the mount stattd* St. 
John's Chapel, ftt>m~whence, after payers and 
a sermon, the several persona forming the Tyn* 
' wald court, more hi procession to the mounts the 
ancient formal® being still observed* aa recited 
peg e 54 ; though from the great change of cir- 
cumstances which has taken place since the ori- 
gin of the institution, the ceremony is so com- 
pletely divested of the dignity of former days, 
that it excites little. attention, and hardly now 
affords a holiday-gdze to the mob. 

The first part of the road to Raoisay from St. 
John's, lies through a deep and solitary glen, of 
two miles in length, containing in All that dis- 
tance, only one miserable cottage* and one stunt- 
ed oak* It is a most hermit-like solitude, steep, 
lofty, barren, and desolate. In the bottom ran* 
a narrow ri volet, above which, the road is cut 
on the side of the hill. Leaving this dingle* yo« 
approach the pleasant village of Kirkuiichael, a 
place rendered interesting to the admirers of 
superior goodness, as having been the home* 
.scene of Bi«hop Wilson's active benevolence for 
more than half a century. I could Scarcely for* 
give the traveller who, on entering thfe precincts 
of this parish, did not pay hwArst Visit 1 to the" 
modest stone 'that covert the earthly remains of 
so much excelled*- 
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The church is in the midst of the village, of 
which the chancel was rebuilt after the death of 
hia father, by Dr. Wilson, sod to the bishop who, 
was born at Bishop's Court, and all his life took 
a warm interest in the affairs of the island, and*, 
by his purse aod influence, rendered many vary 
essential services to hia countrymen. 

Near the church-yard is an upright stone, of 
great antiquity, on which Are chiselled various 
devices of horses, riders, dogs, and stags ; on the 
upper part is a warrior, with his spear and shield; 
on the edge ate some runic characters, which are 
thus variously translated by different antiqua- 
rians. Sir John Prestwieh asserts, that the words 
form the following sentence : 

« Walter, son of Thurulf, a knight, tight v*. 
liaut, Lord, of Fritbu, the Father, Jeans Christ." 

Whereas, Mr. Beaufort, with equal confi- 
dence, reads the inscription thus: 

" For the sins of Ivalsir, the son of Duval, 
this cross was erected by his mother Afhridi." 

There are some other monumental relics, which 
make a better appearance in description than 
reality, being almost defaced by time. . 

In this parish is a pile of stones, called Cairn 
Vial, probably raised in commemoration of some 
contest, or of some eminent chief buried on Uw : 
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A wile from Kirkmkhael is the palace (ad it 
is called by courtesy) of the bishops of Man. It 
is a moderate sized building, well wooded, and 
standing in the midst of some excellent land, in 
an improved state of cultivation. The present 
diocesan is repairing and enlarging the house, 
and by the interest he takes in agricultural pur- 
suits, will probably afford a. beneficial example 
to the neighborhood, and stimulate their exer- 
tions. 

There are many barrows in this part of the 
country,' which, in early ages, was frequently the 
scene of bloodshed and contention, most of the 
northern invaders having landed at Ramsay* 
Governor Ghalloner had several of these tumuli 
opened, but found .only a few urns of clay, and 
in pne, some bones, which had apparently passed 
the fire. - 

Two miles- north-east of Rirkmichael is the 
village of Ballaugh, one of the most populous in 
the island, some manufactories for coarse hats 
being established. there* ' In this parish is still a 
good, deal of boggy hftid, , intersected by the 
Currah drain. The farmers have a great ad- 
vantage in being near marl-pits, which, used us 
a manure of late years, has been employed to the 
manifest improvement of the lands. Two miles • 
from Ballaugh is the church of Jurby, almost at 
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the point of land bearing the same name. The 
church-yard is on very high ground, and affotds 
an extensive view over the channel to the oppo- 
site coast. A cross road leads from hence to 
Kirk Bride, situated five miles from Ramsay,' 
and two from the point of Ayr. 

Between Kirk Bride and Ramsay is Kirk 
Andreas, a rectory and arch deaconry, of which 
the old church has within a few years been re- 
placed by a new one: near an ancient seat 
called Balla Hurry, is the encampment formed" 
by the troops of Oliver Cromwell. The situa- 
tion is well chosen, it is surrounded by a wide. 
foes6, and has a bastion at each corner, the in- 
ternal square being sufficiently sunk to secure 
the soldiers from the fire of the enemy. 

The approach to the town of Ramsay lies 
over a stone bridge of three arches, which 
crosses the Siilby river. The town is small and 
irregular, but derives a slight degree of import- 
ance from being the seat of justice for the nor- 
thern district. There is a pier which runs out 
a few hundred* feet to sea, and is terminated by 
a light-house; the bay is spacious, and the 
anchorage good, but the harbour,, from neglect, 
has become nearly useless, and will only afford 
shelter to vessels of very small burthen. The 
coortry about Ramsay, as well as the neigh- 
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bodrhood, it for superior to the town ; the for* 
Wf bsitfg in * frgh state of cultivation, and 
chiefly jahabited by native families of consider*. 
aUe respectability, amongst ^ whom a pleasant 
association is kept up : nor do they so decidedly 
exclude strangers from all participation in, thek 
hftspitaUty* as is sometime* done ia other parts 
of the island. 

Provisions are coasiderably cheaper bete than, 
at the southern side, and it is also asserted that 
the land is mnch superior, and adfrrde greater, 
premise of advantage* to the lamer; against 
winch however, 1 should fear the Want of an ina* 
mediate and certain market must be more than 
a counterpoise. Many apple orchards flottrieh 
here in great luxuriance, and thorn or qtfi4li*»set 
* hedges, on most estates, have superjfeded the 
stone wall Sb common in the south. 

In proceeding from Ramsay to Maughold 
yOn leave the lofty mountain, North Barrufe, on 
the right. Maughold head ia a bold promon- 
tory, beneath which, under some mees^elad 
rocks, is a deep spring, much celebrated for its 
medicinal virtues. These waters were supposed 
to derive additional efficacy, if drank sitting m 
the chair ef the saint which still remains near 
the well* 

This point, and the adjacent village* take 
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their name from tbe venerable person wtp/qras 
there cast ashore, as we have before telated* ami 
who, as tradition informs us, made himself a 
dwelling on the' spot where he landed: and 
where his exemplary piety, and the uncommon 
severity of his life, attracted such universal re-* 
verence, that his solitude was soon invaded by a 
number of votaries, who, desiring to shelter 
themselves beqeath the protection of has sanctity, 
or to profit by bis example, soon raised a town 
in has immediate neighbourhood, which becama 
one of the most populous in the island. Of tine 
truth of this legend no evidence remains, except 
the uncommon dimensions of the church, which 
greatly exceed those of any other place of 
worship in the country : and the circumstance of 
its standing in a space of five acres of oonse* 
crated ground, which certainly implies a larger 
population than that by which it is at present 
surrounded. Near this church-yard is a pillar 
of clay slate, on which tbe figures are so rudely 
executed, and withal so much defacedf that it 
offers a full licence to fancy* to ascribe the origin 
nal design to the most opposite subjects* Soma 
say it is intended to depict the birth, passion, 
and crucifixion of our Saviour : others discern 
in it a cl«ar and distinct configuration of tbe visit 
of St. Bridget to St. Maugheld, wb«t lie in- 
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rested her with tbe veil/ For my own part, I 
Can only wonder at the ingenuity that can dis- 
cern, in such an heterogeneous mass, a likeness 
to any thing in heaven or on earth ; and I feel 
rather inclined to think, that the artist employed 
his chisel under a conscientious recollection of 
the second commandment. ' 

Passing on towards Laxey, Snowfield rears 
its venerable head, and inVites tbe traveller to 
a view which, for its extent, is unrivalled in 
Great Britain, of which empire this mountain 
. is said 'to be the exact centre ; 'and a great part 
of which may be distinctly seen from the top of 
it. Of Ireland you behold the Arklow moun- 
tains, the high point of land on this side' the .bay 
of Carlingford, and the hills behind Strangford.' 
Of 'Wales, the towering Snowdon ' and ' gfeat 
Ormshead, besides a long line of mountains. 
Of England, part of the coast of Cumberland, 
and Lancashire ; and of Scotland, all the 
high land between Dumfries and Port Patrick. 
Whilst the Isle of Man itself fontis the home 
view, and is spread out like a map beneath 
your feet. 

Laxey is a village of little trade, composed of 
about thirty houses, the retreat of fishermen ; but 
the glen is deserving of notice, for the romantic 
beauty of its scenery. It is well planted .with 
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trees; about half-way up are some copper mines, 
froln whence Ho great advantage? have as yet 
beeu derived, though they are occasionally 
worked ; a little way up the. valley is a flax 
spinning-mill, belonging to Messrs. Moore's, of 
Douglas. Kirk Lonan, the parish church, is a 
mile from the village; at some distance on the 
road to Douglas, are twelve stones placed in an 
oval form;. just without the oval are two other* " 
six feet high, one of which is cloven from top to 
bottom. The whole are erected on a mound of 
earth, elevated four or five feet ; in the centre > 
of which is an excavation s£ven feet long and 
three wide : the natives have connected several 
supernatural tales with this spot, but they give 
no rational account of its origin — most probably 
the whole is a remnant of Druidism. 

Ken Drogbead is a village rather more than 
two miles from Douglas, of which, the parish 
church is dedicated to St. Onca, the mother of 
St. Patrick, though the name is usually corrupted 
to Conchan. This neighbourhood has been held 
up of late years as an example to the rest of the 
island, on account of the great and visible im- 
provement effected here by different agricultu- 
rists, to which its vicinity to Douglas, and the 
facility of obtaining manure, have no doubt con- 
tributed. 
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Having now completed the circuit of the 
island, I have only to notice the inland parish of 
Maroon, which offers no extraordinary parti- 
culars to record. It is intersected by a road 
lending to St. Johns; nearly opposite to the 
parish church are the walls of a chapel, called 
St. Trtnnian's, said to have been erected in con- 
sequence of a vow made by a shipwrecked 
mariner ; and its present ruinous state is ascribed 
to the malice of the demon by whom this unfor- 
tunate had been persecuted, who being restrain- 
ed from any further personal injury to the 
sufferer, amused his revenge by throwing off the 
roof of the new building. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Agriculture— Its great Advance of late Years in 
the hie of Man — Scale of Population at 
different Periods— State of Buildings— Ad- 
vantages possessed by the Manx Farmer over 
those of neighbouring &wntries—~fU*afo~* 
Manure— Notice of some particular Ifrtpnn** 
*ff**ei hg Individuals. 



The agriculture of a state, whether large or 
jfenall, most ever form an interesting considera- 
tion, connected as it is with all that relates to 
domestic ease and independence. Its pursuits 
have a character different to almost all others, 
in this money making and money upending 
world. The returns of the fanner, e're they 
can be insured, must be sought by a combina- 
tion of industry, patience, and ingenuity; qua- 
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lities tending to improve the character of the 
mind, whilst they are employed to embellish 
and enrich the surface of the land ; if to the 
wisdom, which enables him to discern the best 
means, he does not add coolness to pursue hist 
end, he has little chance of ultimate success; 
and if unremitting care and practical econemy 
are wanting, he will still find himself at a dis- 
tance from the.goal-r^these.are very different 
characteristics to those which commerce de- 
mands, in whose service wealth and luxury too 
frequently becomes the reward of mere enter- 
prise, whilst the unobtrusive and moderate trader 
is left to pine over disappointed hopes and fruit- 
less efforts. The pursuits of the farmer have 
this essentia] advantage, that if the returns are. 
«tow they are in 9 moderate degree certain ; and 
meanwhile, the health both of body and mind 
may be benefitted by a profession, which, in a 
.peculiar manner, protects its members from con- 
tamioajtion of morals, and leads them, to look tip 
to that providence, whence only they can derive 
their success. . The farmer more than any one 
feels, or ought to feel, his dependence, on a su- 
perior power, awaits his visible .operations ia 
the kindly return of the seasons! he claims his 
bounty in the fruitful shower! and if be, think/? 
*t all, fee must acknowledge, that though he 
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may plough and sow, it is beyond his might to 
ensure any increase. 

Again,' I conceive that in this class the great 
virtue of benevolence is a more active principle 
than in those whose employments shuts them up 
in a shop or at a desk! The wants of the 
labourer mnst ever be visible to his employer : 
it is his interest to encourage industry and sup- 
press immorality: and it is seldom you see the 
bustling female who superintends the domestic 
concerns of the farm-house or yard, forget the 
sick wife of the cottager, or refuse those Httle 
aids which, though hardly missed from her 
large stores, are yet of infinite benefit to those 
whose means are limited to the measure of daily 
wants, without any provision of increased com- 
forts for the hour of sickness. 

Perhaps this view of peace and goodness 
combined with industry, will in England be re- 
garded as drawn from the old school, when 
farmefs moved contentedly in their own sphere, 
and fulfilled the duties of it, with scrupulous 
integrity and satisfied humility : when they took 
their tarn at the? plough, whilst their wives and 
daughters exercised their sensibility in the care 
of the poultry and pigs, and their ingenuity 
at the spinning wheel; before the possessor of 
an hundred acres thought it requisite that his 

* 



sdnfe should be dashing sportsmen, or his daugh- 
ters accomplished young ladies, mod before every 
thing was given to speculation and theory, and 
nothing to practice and industry : if this primi- 
tive stata of things is no longer held in deserved 
esteem ill the wealthy and luxurious state of 
Great Britain, there is no reason why it may 
not be restored or preserved in the Isle of Man, 
where the science is m its infancy, where success 
may ye* crbwn the persevering endeavours of 
industry* and both respect and honour attend its 
progress. 

In pursuing this subject I caJbnot follow a 
better or more Scientific guide than John Chris* 
tian Curwen* Esq. president of the Workington 
Agricultural Society, of which the Isle of Mas 
formed a branch, from the year 1800 to 1813; 
This gentleman being ritach connected with the 
eountfy* and having framed his animal reports, 
on the state of the agricultural interests} tipe» 
aetunl inspection* and great loc*l knowledge, 
AiuWt haw been a sufficient judge .of the stab* 
ject: and I trust this general acknowledgment 
of his authority Will supersede the necessity of 
morticing the particular passages winch I may 
give even in hts otarn words. 

Having in the cooirse of my work commented 
on the great neglect of Un *sefai*aci6i»o^ which 
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subsisted daring the earlier times* and on the 
particular causes whence this inattention to the 
internal interests of the island originated* I shall 
only now endeavour to show the progress that 
has been made under a better system of govern* 
stent, in the last twenty years. At the time of 
the revestment, nearly all the farms were oeenr 
pied by native landholders, who cultivated small 
portions of their estates, and submitted the re* 
sidue to the undisturbed dominion of heath nod 
gorse. ' The first advances, as might naturally 
be expected, took place in the neighbourhood 
of the four towns, with the exception of those 
domains occupied by Bishop Wilson, who first 
raised large supplies of corn and made extorsive 
plantations, now flourishing in their prime and 
beauty, a lasting memorial, amongst a thousand 
others, of his judicious skill and ca*e-~»that his 
example to a certain extent did produce its 
proper effect, is proved by the consequences; 
because, from that era, those seasons of excessive 
scarcity, which, previous to and evep during hie 
life, so frequently recurred in the island, have 
never been fe4t with -equal severity. 

But for the present highly-improved state of 
the country, the Manx are certainly indebted to 
the spirited exertions, and superior practice 
taugfct them by those of their feHow sufejeete, 

R2 
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whom they are too fond of separating from 
themselves by the offensive designation of 
strangers. It is those strangers who have ascer- 
tained the grateful nature of the soil ! called 
forth and applied the various species of manure, 
which nature, with abundant liberality , had for 
ages offered in vain to native indolence or pre- 
judice : and by these means have transformed 
a steril heath into luxuriant corn fields and ver- 
dant pasture. 

To the same class of visitors, may also be 
ascribed, the revival of planting, which, if it 
proceeds a few years more as rapidly as it has 
done in the last twenty, will render the legend of 
the naked valleys, and unclothed hills of Man 
as incredible to future ages, as we now consider 
the record which describes the druids in their 
groves, or an army in ambush under shelter of 
a forest. 

Early writers all concur iri representing the 
soil as extremely unfertile, in which account 
Sacheverell, Rolt, and many later authors agree, 
without enquiry or examination : since, the pre- 
sent appearances evince, beyond dispute, that 
the defect lay not in the lands but in the cul- 
tivators. It is a truth, that small as the popula- 
tion was forty years back, they got mtost of their 
wheaten bread in a manufactured state from 
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Cumberland ; from whence vessels trading to 
Ireland brought it out, and disposed of it at sea 
to the Manx boats, then constantly hovering 
-about in pursuit of their established trade ; wheat 
was then hardly raised in the island, and even 
so late as 1798, when Feltham wrote his tour, 
he asserts that this grain could not be cultivated 
with advantage in the island, being from the 
nature of the soil and other predisposing causes, 
liable to the smut in such a degree, as to dis- 
courage all attempts to introduce it. This error 
is now fairly corrected by the large crops raised 
since that time of the cleanest and best quality, 
as the returns from Liverpool market will prove. 
The generality of land, in a good situation, well 
cultivated, will give of oats forty to fifty bushels 
per acre, of barley the same, and of wheat twenty- 
five to thirty. 

Formerly /-—and when on this subject I use 
that word, to prevent repetition I desire to be 
understood as meaning within twenty or thirty 
years. Formerly, the instruments of husbandry 
"were so few, that scarcely twenty carts were to 
be found in the whole island, and the farmers 
had no mode of carrying their corn but in kreils 
fixed on the horses backs* 

In the year 1(142 Governor Oreenhalgh made 
an ineffectual attempt to introduce the use of 
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lime as a manure, and having built a kiln, it sobn 
circulated as an article of news that the deputy 
was actually engaged in a project to burn stone* 
for the improvemetit of the land. The people 
hastened in crowds to witness the result of this 
wonderful process, and probably not without 
botoe strong doubts of the worthy governor's 
sanity : when, however/ they beheld these masses 
perfectly reduced by the action of fire, they 
eagerly resolved to profit by an example, from 
whence they expected the most beneficial con* 
frequences must ensue. Earth pots as they 
were termed were raised in all parts of the 
island, in which, without reference to quality, 
every kind of stone, flint, slate, or pebble, were 
indiscriminately subjected to the same process* 
For the ill success attending this Judicious at- 
tempt they had an infallible reason to produce, 
founded on a belief, that the governor had in- 
telligence With the fairies, by whose agency hit 
minerals were turned to a powder, whilst those 
of his cotemporaries were/ only condensed to a 
greater degree of hardness* 

Of this curious fact many evidences remain, 
add quantities of calcined stones ere frequently 
found in different parts, which have either been 
left in heaps or used to fill ap drains* 

A clear idea of the little profit derived by 
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proprietors of very large tracts of land from 
their possessions, may be obtained from a list of 
the implement io possession of a person who 
occupied at least four hundred acre* of his own 
estate; for the cultivation of which he had, act' 
cording to Mr? Curwen's information, one plough 
and one harrow. In abundant years, the estate 
produced bread com (that is, oats and barley ) 9 
for the family; in failing ones, not that: and the 
cattle depended on the gorse and furze, with 
which the lend was covered, both for food end 
abetter; the same estate fe now let to a thriving 
tenant, for a rent of £800. per annum* 

Nor is the reign of prejudice **d ignorance 
yet wholly at an end j they have still a strong 
hold in the wind* of some of the native* and at 
the time I write there is * tract of excellent 
land* within three miles of Doaglas, held by 
the proprietor, and surrounded by /arm*, i* 
jwch a state of cultivation as uwat awaken ttmnr 
Jation, if that sentiment wae not comfffetely 
amothered; yet the owner of this plaee is so 
bigotted to his ancient habit*, that, if out of 
three hundred acres he can x%m eaongh to Mf* 
fly the instant wants of his ftmily, and retain 
need far the coming year, he thinks he has done 
all that foresight and industry «an require. The 
females tpin their own «h>61 and flax lor etatbiag, 
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and at the end of the season they are well satis- 
fied to behold the whole returns consumed, com* 
forting themselves with the hope that there is 
more coming' in : as to a possible failure of their 
returns, they never calculate on such an event} 
nor does the future provision for a large fa- 
mily disturb the equanimity of their minds, be* 
lieving, with primitive simplicity, that sufficient 
to the day is both the good aud evil thereof. 
The estate by the laws of the land must descend 
to the next heir, and for the rest of the proge- 
ny, during the lives of their parents, they will 
live at home in unthinking and inactive stupi- 
dity, and at their death must turn out, as a mat- 
ter of course, with no provision but their own 
4abour for support. For all which improvidence, 
as we should call it, the present proprietor. has 
an unfailing apology and reason, viz. that bis 
father did so beiore him : that be himself has 
enjoyed the estate as his due, and his brothers, 
who were brought up with him, are now in ex- 
treme t>ld age, spending the remains of their 
strength us daily labourers on the roads, or in the 
neighboring farms. 

Bui tht2»e instances of neglect are becoming 
every day lets* frequent, and Mr. Curwen ascribes 
the change to the advance of trade, the great 
resort ot settlers from other countries, and the 



' THE ISLE OF MAN. 249 

excessive increase of luxury and taxation in 
Great Britain. The years of scarcity, also, have 
had Jbere, as elsewhere, their beneficial effects. 
The great profits made by some farmers, indue* 
ing a general spirit of speculation and improve- 
ment, which, in ordinary times, it would have 
taken many years to excite; whilst every tax 
imposed by Che parliament upon Great Britain, 
operates as a bounty upon Manx agriculture. 
.In all cases, the advance has been commensurate 
with these causes, as appears from the following 
comparative statement. 

And first, as to- the poplulation. Mr. Gurwen 
says, that at the commencement of the last cen- 
tury, the number of inhabitants on the island was 
under ten thousand, In 1755, he computes them 
at fifteen thousand. In 1777, only twelve years 
.after the revestment, the. numbere had increased 
to twenty thousand. They are now estimated 
thirty-five thousand ; that this scale is absolutely 
correct, I am not quite assured. Bishop Wilson 
.wrote a short history of the island some years 
before bis death, which took place in 1755; and 
certainly no man had better means of ascertain- 
ing the real state of the country; he then calcu- 
lated the population at twenty thousand. 
.. In 1795, the Duke of Athol observes, in his 
case submitted to. the privy council, that the 
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king, by the investment, has acquired an increase 
of thirty thousand subject*. It usually turns out 
that round numbers are inaccurate, but it is a 
fact, admitting no dispute, that a great and 
rapid increase has taken place of l*te years. 

Another visible change appears in the buiMU 
rags, every where the mod walled cabin and 
thatched roof are giving place to erections of 
bride or stone with slated tops. In 1790, there 
were but four breweries in the island ; at this time 
there are more than thirty, and many of them 
individually doing more business than the whole 
collectively at that time. So lately as 1807, 
three batchers supplied the town and neighbour- 
hood of Douglas, and these only opened their 
staUs on the market day. There is now a con- 
stant supply of meat exhibited by at least twelve 
competitors. Mealmen and hucksters were re- 
cently unknown in the town*, and many conse- 
quent inconveniences were felt by private fami- 
lies, who had to seek their corn in large quanti- 
ties at the farmers, and thence to carry it through 
the whole process of grinding, and manufactur- 
ing for use. 

But the most beneficial improvement has been 
made in the cultivation of garden produce for 
the market. Ten years back, a eart loaded with 
vegetables for sale was surrounded as a prodigy, 
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and never seen except when some of die neigh* 
bouring gentlemen collected the refuse of their 
gardens, and sent it for general distribution; 
whereas now, many acres round the different 
towns, but particularly Douglas and Castletown, 
are cultivated for public use, and the markets 
are almost overstocked with vegetables, and the 
common sorts of fruit 

Another evidence to the progress of agricul- 
ture appears in the quantity of clover and grass 
seeds imported;' at present the gross annual 
amount exceeds £ 1000 in value j twenty years 
past they did not reach to £20, and even within 
five years not to £600. ; in producing these various 
benefits, the institution of an agricultural society 
has been of essential service, for which measure 
the inhabitants are wholly indebted to Mr. Cor- 
wen, though their efforts are no longer conduct- 
ed under his auspices, and it is to be feared, 
that they may languish in future for the want of 
some such spirited and experienced leader. In 
one of his reports be mentions, with very natural 
exultation, that when he attended an annual 
meeting at St. John's, in' 1810, the assemblage 
of gentlemen and farmers greatly exceeded his 
expectations, whilst the interest and spirit which 
marked the proceedings, evinced the impression 
ttmt wts made upon the public mind, and 



253 HISTORY OF ; 

proved that the views of the society referred to 
objects connected equally with the profits of the 
landed proprietor, and the good of the public at 
large. 

A very material advantage appertains to the 
Manx farmer, in bis freedom from all poor's 
rates, as well as other taxes, the poor being 
wholly maintained by voluntary contribution. 
Land rent has certainly risen, particularly near 
the towns, to its full value, and should the present 
depreciation of farm produce continue, it must 
necessarily fall. The soil, though neither very 
luxuriant nor of great depth, yet makes gene* 
rally a grateful return, if frequently renewed or 
stimulated by manure, and this operation is much 
facilitated by the abundance of wrack or sea 
weed* thrown up on the sands, and which has 
been found for a single crop to answer every 
purpose produced by more substantial manures, 
vod the easiness with which lime is procured by 
*vater carriage round the coast is highly favour- 
able to exertion. Mr. Curwen observed with 
pleasure and surprise, how much the cultivation 

■ w , .dbmmmmmm ■■ . ■ ■■■■ n ,..■ ■■■ . i ■ !■ i i 

* Sea weejl does not answer so well in compost of soil or 
mould only, the decomposition being less rapid ; but it is 
admirable with stable-dung, or even with straw, either of 
these promoting immediate fermentation, but in no case will 
it combine with. lime. 
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of green crop had increased between the years 
1809 and 1812, when he made his last visit. 

Till lately, the importation of sheep was li- 
mited to one hundred annually from England ; 
by the interference of Mr. Curwen the num- 
ber has been increased to five hundred, and he 
confidently asserts, that the manufacture of 
woollens will ere long be the staple commodity 
of the island; only one establishment for this pur- 
pose exists at present, which is conducted with 
skill and spirit, and I believe amply rewards the 
care and industry of its proprietor,* who is also 
a very considerable planter, and in all his un- 
dertakings exhibits a patriotic, independent, and 
active mind, equally beneficial to the country, 
of which he is a native, and honourable to him- 
self. 

The quantities of grain cultivated in the last 
few years have been such, as to supersede the 
necessity of importing that article, notwith- 
standing the increased population. The rate of 
labour is as yet very moderate, being much 
under that established on the opposite counties 
of Cumberland and Lancashire. Potation crops 
are now well understood; cleaning the land is 
very strictly attended to ~by many farmers, and 

# Mr. W. Kelly. 
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from its obvious grtxl consequences will doubt- 
less soon become the general practice. Improve* 
meat of live stock has, of late, been an object 
of emulation amongst the graziers, and there are 
several dairy farms, admirably managed, in va- 
rious parts of the island. 

The small breed of horses, for which the 
Manx, in common with the out isles, was once 
famous, is now almost extinct; but there is no 
deficiency of such as answer well for purposes of 
husbandry, and Aven those for the saddle are of 
late much improved; but although, in the par* 
ticulars I have mentioned, much has been done, 
it is nevertheless indisputable that much yet re* 
mains' to be effected, and the impartiality I have 
promised demands a fair statement on both sides. 
One of the greatest impediments to successful 
exertion in agricultural pursuits, is found in the 
state of the public roads. In the vicinity of 
Douglas, and also near to Castletown and Ram- 
say, these have been put into a much better state 
than they formerly were; but in many parts of 
the island they are in a most deplorable condi- 
tion, and sadly increase both the labour and ex- 
pence of the farmer; the great error seems to 
consist in the manner repairs are attempted, 
which is simply by carting a few loads of stones 
wherever a deep hole or rut calls for such a sup- 
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^iy» and leaving it to the action of carriages to 
crush or level them, instead of following the 
node adopted in England of spreading and 
binding the solid material with a layer of earth 
or gravel. It is generally admitted, that the 
fends appropriated to the maintenance of the" 
high roads are abundantly sufficient, if they were 
placed under doe superintendence ; but it gene- 
rally happens, that the overseers are men little 
acquainted with the proper methods, of perform** 
ing their duty, and besides that, they have usually 
distinct occupations and private concerns, which 
£11 up their whole time, and renders it impossible 
they should perform their doty to the public so 
felly as they ooght to do* 

The herring fishery is another impediment to 
fanning* At (he time when an increase of 
hands are most wanted by the cultivator, hois 
left wholly to the aid he can derive from ferns* 
nine assistance, by which alone he is to cat and 
carry in his harvest, whilst hundreds of stoat 
young men am awaiting the arrival of the fish in 
listless idleness, or dissipating their txpected 
grins in drunkenness ; for such is the infatuation 
which the " herring fever" fas Mr. Coram 
styles it) produces, that some weeks befere dm 
time it is expected to commence, and the whale 
period after it has begun, ■even on days when the 
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weather or other causes prevent all possibility of 
fishing, they will on do account, not even for a* 
-bowy embark in any other pursuit. No one i* 
their senses would recommend, that the fishery 1 
should be relinquished altogether, on the con- 
trary, it must bfc admitted, that the pursuit is » 
most essential benefit to the island, and causes 
an influx of money, which gives life to every* 
occupation. But I am warranted, by the con* 
cnrrence of the best informed persons, in saying 
that it is ill-conducted, and that one-half the 
men, who are at present engaged in it, would, 
under proper regulations, take as much fish as > 
the whole number do at this time. The differ- 
ence to the agriculturist of the additional hands 
thus obtained, at the season of harvest, is evi- 
dent, as well as the increased profit to indivi- 
duals, since the advance on the price of manual 
labour, at this season, holds out as fair a return 
as can be derived from the fishery, all expence* 
a6d extravagances included. 

•But if the male part of the population are ir* 
retrievably devoted to gathering in the harvest 
by sea, it is but justice to say, that tbe females 
endeavour, by the utmost industry, to supply 
their place on shore. Nothing can exceed the 
activity and cheerfulness with which they under- 
take and effect labours apparently exceeding 
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4heir physical strength, particularly in reaping , 
thrashing, &c. Aoither grf at fa q d ama ntaJl *» 
convenience eitsts* in the want o£ aDuestablishrfl 
market for disposing of farm: produce. A* {me 
gent the grower, having no certain sale .for bis 
«reps, must lose much time in seeking custom***, 
before he can raise money for bis rent or curre&t 
expeades ; and the prices, in these cases, are too 
often arbitrarily regulated .by the measure of his 
wants, rather than by the value of bis t co**~ 
modities. . Some ad6pt the mode of exporting 
their produce to Liverpool, or Whitehaven* 
where the returns may be mote certain and 
prompt, but these are subject to severe draw* 
backs, from the risk at sea, and the heavy, charges 
of: freight and factors. * 

With the grazier the. case is still worse: fat 
cattle: can bever be. shipped without incurring 
great danger of deterioration from a lengthened 
voyage; and in the island, the consumption, if 
too small to encourage extensive speculations, 
in this line, nor are the botchers: willing to give 
even stch prices as their returns would fully war* 
aaetj (his has been s* much a subject of com* 
pl*ipt,,+bat some Cannon have even opened shops 
to retail their own meat, of whom only one has 
found the plan either practicable or advantage* 
©us. There is no doubt, however, but a little 

9 
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,pnbfc apirit and mamadtj Mid - 
la^e diia aai j ifttha pcinaipat fdrmaaa would unite 
'lams as m athe* placet, 4* aitabfcjh a, tegakr 
awirkat for oom rail <**ktiac boyart maid 
«ooii arrive <froa> -tha npposih aaaati» and Am 
dto pricaa tlaa iwuM ba iaad by f^nmt 



1Mb aa* aware ad mnj atbai* material 
tanflag* wbkh the fataar tea to cncaratattia 
itm ii**iui> thai can in any fc grc o caaatmpaiii 
ft* peealkr baaefito MA oat, axcapt eaa, 
trtiieh ia indeed af aeriaai importance, but 4a 
•which I tttnot help tiii»faiag> *be wisdom of the 
M an* fegi*ltfta#e wiQ ate laag apply a sa$aieflt 
tetfft edy. I spaak of Jfe* tew* aa thay are taw* 
constituted, first, with relate* t» persotoKawt Dit- 
toed of the land* and next, aa thay aegfarfthe 
landlord aid tenant, M oa this aubjaat I shall 
aipaftiata roar*' at large writ* the properdin* 
trioa.* • • • "■■ s :.!•.- 

• « 4baa*bea*ss who hwa dapeputatdkartieal 
ftte aMa^^toodoapy frds ptsagu a^ |^ 
in tfte history*** states rod *«f>wea, futeiy, ia a 
cfeofifcied apaobfflte-'ttaMMa erf Mae, whtabiataa 
tonal! a tftcaftrfe for «iagirifetttt< atittaus, Iremay 

: v "s.j ...-.». . ■ < 
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'* Set laws. 
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*e «HtfWafrl;o eefefofrftte tlMM ^Utt iHWte, to the 
4*teat of their power, exettrtthettiglves'to fcte- 
**flt *nd ittpfrore tfce ltttte eitcle Within their 

fiUkttacBi and to Ay hbtttWe conception; tfiete 
<wett*ato to'at least as fetich pfttafe dtlfe t6 tlfe 
tMfttqoetor of tterillty as to the depopulate* oftuU 
tien* In Hie firtt class df ' those, coming trirdM- 

j 4h* forme* description, flo one ean deserve nfoJtt 
JfcWtiurafafe otetltfioof than the tefrant 6f RefcidAg. 
*ay, near Dfctby Hftten, whofe tirat fctffirWf* i 
scene of neatness and superior citftivatiori .gtrttfty 
Wbe adflrtrAd ? firito ticiitity to * Kttie-stonW qokrry v 
«tftf the <p*nttty of Wradt d6pdtfit*d *tbte Vetfr 
^toor, are aotrrces #MehV : air hi appffietf J thettf, 
ttwt pro4u%e Wealth to him, and benefit to tfcfc 
ebikmtmifty. Mtf. Faulder it also unrmtNed ift 
Ae extent arid exc»Heti&e of his tftodk; tttfd fa 
th* fefrrtr/ tf '^hoto I gpdke before, atf hdVth£ 
ftieeessftRy undertaken to retail his otftx ineVt: 
from bfe rtdre* Castletown is abundantly sop* 
plted With animal food} the superiority of hfa 
tUdde of feeding fa oWiuos, frUm the' artid* ft* 
Offers to the public; and* in fact, there is u6 
ttuth hite^rHy iikf jodgmgfit in his 1 proceeding 
« WeB as a ipi* it atid activity, that all a'r* 
rfettfly to alfow W* sdCCtess, great as if is, id only 
commensurate with his exertions Aftd'4&ertC 
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Theqe are few persons, however, who could at. 
opce embrace so .many objects of speculation, as 
are encountered by the ardeat spirit of this gentle* 
jne», who, besides supplying all the b^ily wants 
flf his neighbour from his dairy, his shambles, 
and his granary, has aptqa|ly qodejrtaken to cul- 
tivate the minds of the rising generation, and for 
this purpose b* <b*s established an academy, 
wbere, under the ewe of a tutor, he receives 
aboqt twenty pupils, besides his own numerous 

progeny. 

Mr, Coulthard is also a farmer, whose labours 
are worthy of notice, he has been long an object 
of emulation as^well as admiration to his co^ifr- 
por^ries, and ba$ at one time a fair prospect of 
receiving his merited rpwar^ from the, band of 
fortuoe; but, having, unfortunately for himself 
incurred the displeasure, of his landlord, who is 
too powerful in this, inland to be offended with 
impunity, tbe farmer hae, in consequence beei} 
condemned to ascertain, in his owp person, how 
far the laws,, as they now staqd, may he mad? 
the instruments of oppression, Should he even- 
tually sipk in the contest, which he has maintain- 
ed as a man and a Briton, he will have the regret 
of all ranks to console him. under hia umperited 
misfortunes. 
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One of tile best dairy farms is occupied by a 
gentleman of the name of Dunlop, who. is re- 
marked for the uncommon beauty of his stocky 
the extent of his crops, and the general air of 
"success and abundance which fellows his opera* 
tions; notwithstanding all which, and that hia 
calculations are made with mathematical preci* 
sk>n f and his plans followed up with ondeviating 
strictness, yet such is the result, that, either from 
real disappointment, or a natural tendency of 
mind to murmur and complain, he never speaks 
but in {he tone of complaint ; and I verily bet 
lieve, if plenty should pour out her wholto stores 
at his feet, He would still grumble that she did 
not leave him the cornucopia also. 

Mr. Curwen says of the north side of the 
island, that it offers much the greatest facilities 
for farming ; the ground is in a state of nature ; 
the means of enriching it are at hand ;' exertion, 
capital, and industry, are alone wanting 1 to cover 
with luxuriant crops, that surface which, at pre* 
sent, yields little or nothing: the truth of this 
estimate is about to be proved. Several spirited 
settlers have, of late, iixed their abode in that 
district, and amongst them, the present bishop, 
who takes a lively interest in all agricultural 
concerns ; but, as yet, the improvements are toe 
new to be entered opon record, and it is only in 



Ihe nrif bborhood of OnsUf towh stod Douglas 
that we ban form an estimate e# the capabilities 
rfthesbil. ! 

: Hitherto, I tare: sprite* only of perons wilt 
tfrtt* the lands of ethos, and confoqjueotly bet e 
• pHtent advantdge to draw fratn their eaef* 
tfoas; 'Bat tbcrfe m another class lately aprwig 
np amongst the natives, with whotn profit 
is a subordinate consideration j and where tho 
chief attention is fixed on ornamental husbandry 
amongst these, a general taste for planting seems 
to prevail. ' The seat of Major Taubman is an 
tttample very likely to have eftctted: this spirit 
9be trees theM of ail old growth, are uncom- 
monly fine, and the whole scene, at we have be* 
fore observed* forms an agreeable centrist M the 
barren hills by which it is surrounded* 
: Several other places embellish the neighbour* 
hood of Dohgias,' and give fair promise of fotura 
Wacrtyy though none, With the exception of'Bloaa 
Ca*tle» can im elassed abdte the, rate of middling 
geiitlhmtnfrtHiifees in England y yet tftfey diver- 
sify the 4fcre 6f the country, and their small 
kwtis and paddocks, spotted with clamps of hew 
planted febrobq, will soon tfoim a very pretty 
ioetiery; it has been the work of time to eflabe 
*'tta*jndifee genttqtly entertained, itbfet the shri* 
idty to* thtfsba wdntfcbe eiqnplet^rnnAivirafaie 
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te. trees; bnt tie conttary has at letogth been 



fio cide dly pwved, wherever the esperipatht ha* 
been tarty made. Perhaps no ki*d of improyeis 
are more eeaily checked than platters j their «6 
forte mtafitataftys be disinterested, niot the atal 
benefit or comfort can only 4m reaped by patten 
rity; and it phoAkl* therefore, be attended Willi 
seme degree *f certainty v tp compensate for its 
iisteftee* Nor is k fair always, to ascribe failmtae 
le a laufieaLdefoet* qither in the soil or sttoattiin* 
Trees, injudiciously managed, either from any* 
ieot or ignorance* might equally a* Well polish 
in 4he finis* papk*; m Grant Britain, as on the 
meat iterU mountain in the life 6f Man; and il 
ie most true, that ato nnfcuecedsful attempt in * 
place whdve all. eyes have bean fined op the re* 
salt, with an ia wnrdioclinatioa to behove it would 
not answer, has an nffeet to repress simitar en* 
deavors r whcfe, if the read source, of the <feap* 
poinfment was taken into the aoccoet, it might 
Father stiasulsie than paralyze their hepnb 

It is well known in the island* that an Eng% 
fcsh gentleaaan, ef considerable property bonght 
, an ettrnsiTO track of atouotaiitdand in the in* 
teafaa* not feat than fifteen featured acref j and 
fahen he east his eyes' over the widespread do* 
main* has imagination pictured such a fmiytiaio* 
ef bfhntPft npd fertility, * entirely o«nody tfci 
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sobriety of bin judgment. In bis first 
tions, he promised himself a mansion emboweroi 
kgrovei) fields, white with his erer-tncreaetag 
flacks, roads, rivers, canals, and bridge*. H# 
tabulated not merely on supplying the waste of 
a paltry thirty thousand inhabitants io food audi 
clothing, hat actually extended his philanthropic 
views ta the starving nations of the arctic circle* 
who were to be; rescued from the dominion of 
want and cold, with the surplus of his abundant 



:' In less time than ordinary abilities, with <wdi» 
nary means would' ask to reclaim a heath or a 
bo£, and turn them 'into arable and pasture land, 
he undertook to have forests waving, and rivers 
flowing, through the whole compass of his pro- 
perty ; and no sooner had his active mind over- 
come one difficulty in speculation, than he con*, 
jnred up others to resist and to conquer. I for* 
bear to dwell on his proposal for importing the 
musk oxen, on which he expatiated at an agr U 
cultural meeting, with all the warmth of his 
character, as replete with offered benefits to the 
community, and only attended by two or three 
trifling obstacles, the first, of which- was ib*a<fal 
in the difficulty of importing these anunafeiaftd 
keeping them alive when imported 4 the<other be 
thought stiU lesfc <»nsef*en^, fe the 
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possibility that prejudice imp** revolt from the 
taste of nosk beef. ■ 

Projects so patriotic and extensive, deterred a 
better fete, and I grieve to record their evapfcfa- 
tien in complete disappointment; The tree* it 
is true, were planted with an unsparing hand* 
and the sheep, purehhsed from an overflowing 
ptorse, combining the. choicest breeds, sdectedr 
from all part* of Great Britain, and the greatest? 
pains* were exerted to insure thtir safe 'arrival.: 
So.iar all web hope and exultation; the natives 
assembled in crowds to view these, precious 
treasures— to admire the plaids of the Highland 
shepherds, who came from the Cheviot Hills to 
guard their fleecy care ; and they believed the 
owner of soeb wealth and sucb wonders must be 
almost as great a man as their far-famed Prince 
Mananan, with his fogs and his fairies. 

Whilst the summer smiled, the sheep grazed, 
on the fragrant heath, and the young plants took 
root unmolested; .but, alas! no sooner did winter, 
assert his reign, than all was want and dismay ; 
for, till the snow actually bespread the grpund, 
the necessity of providing for such an astonishing; 
event had never entered the thoughts of this ad-, 
mirabk projector. For a while, the animals 
preserved their existence by broosing on the 
buds of the infant plantations, ^and the tops of 
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die young fim$ but these were mod destroyed* 

and with them all hope of future shade or aheMetj 
. N*rt> ' the sheep feU victmte to dis«M,» mad, 
tatty* the promises of philanthropy, With tbo 
iteions of speculative profit, all sank together w 
irretrievable ram. Happily , however, tbre failure, 
instead of annihilating the hopes, of our mountain* 
kird, has only timed diem into another channel) 
he is now eagerly bent ou the cultivation of flax, 
to which his whole domain is; to be subjected? 
and' he- waits only till he has tried the effect of a 
new invention for dressing this article, before he 
Will erect a factory, build a town, cover the 
fttbuntaln with artificers, and supply aH Europe 
with fcnen cloths. ' There ia *o much vivacity of 
gehiurf, ^rieh a grasp of ' benevolence, and* sadk . 
genuine public spirit* in all these designs, com- 
bined as they arte by the gentleman in question, 
with repeated acts- of solid use to this commu- 
nity, of which he is an acknowledged benefactor, 
that those who witness their failure, must still 
respect the soured whence they originate, and 
that charity frideed be coM, that does hdt wish 
him success, though the faith most be strong that 
can hbpeit ,,: ; *' • ■ " 

Much expectation' of beneficial extttnjdeito* 
excited kt the friends of Man, when Odkmel 
Mark Wilkes, a native of the Island, and a gen~ 
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tiemtn wall known. in the higher walks of litead* 
ture, returned IIpos& the East ladies with a for* 
tuna, earned by. uncommon talent* judiciously m 
applied, and promised his countrymen to devote 
the residue of Ms days to the peaeefiol pursuits ef 
tgrieultare. Unfortunately tor the Manx, his 
talents were too well known and appreciated to 
tdarit ef this sechnon, Iris services were again 
demanded in the. government of St. Helena* 
whither he retained in the year 1812. HoW* 
ever he might at first vegret this disturbance of 
bis domestic arrangements, be will doubtiese he 
reconciled by the great 'events' in which he has 
now become a party, 1V> hie care for a short 
tine la consigned the disturber of the peace of 
Europe* end tit will be- impossible to accept^witfe 
indifference the honor of guarding even for -a 
few months so distinguished a captive* 

Colonel Wilkes is erecting a mansion in the , 
Isle of Man, on an extensive scale, though I 
cannot help thinking, if it had been conducted 
under his own inspection, a better taste would 
have been displayed, especially as the farm- 
houses, offices, and cottages, built by himself 
upon his estate, are raised on plans so chaste, 
as to add much to the rural beauty of the scenery, 
and form a decided contrast to the cumbrous 
mass appointed for his own future habitation. In 
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the short space of three years, that pert of the 
country belonging to Colonel Wilkes has been 

> converted from a barren waste, not worth half- 
a*crown an acre, to luxuriant arable and pastuee 
land, great part of it letting at JBSb. . 

There are. doubtless many other indiridhale in 
the island, who may justly claim distinction as 

improvers in this valuable science, but it would 
be tedidus to general readers to dwell longer on 
the subjeet ; to sum up the whole, I beiieve it is 
universally admitted, that a great, and for the 
time, an astonishing progress has been made; 
that the approaches of insular distress are nearly 
fenced out, and that the few obstacles which re* 
main* must shortly give way to the awakened 
spirit of inquiry, industry, and emulation now 
prevailing in the country. 
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iGHAP. XII. 

Herring Fishery, and Trade in general. 

Xhx herring trade beiag the staple commodity, 
ipust be first nojic^d. It has hitherto been con- 
sidered as an established fact in natural history, 
that the appearance of the herring on the differ- 
ent coatfa of Europe in the summer season, was 
in consequence of migration. Their progress 
from the cold regions of the north has been de- 
tailed with singular precision; they have been 
marshalled in large bodies, or sent out in de- 
tachments, as the fancy or information of Zoo- 
logists dictated ; buf .late inquirers strongly ques- 
tion this progress from distant parts, and rather 
incline to the. belief that the herring, like the 
mackarel, is ip rl&lity at no great distance dur- 



iog" the winter months from those shores which 
it frequents in the season of spawning, inhabit- 
ing only the deep recesses of the ocean, or plung- 
ing itself in the soft mod at the bottom ; but 
that at the vernal season it quits the deeper parts, 
and approaches the shallows in order to deposit 
its spawn in proper situations. 

The reasons given by Dr. Block are chiefly 
these : that it is physically. fatpossiMe this fish 
should traverse so many thousands of miles in 
so. short a time. That in one or other part of 
Europe, barrings may be found *U through the 
year; on the coasts of Swedish Pomerania from 
January to March. In the Baltic sea, and m*^ 
other places from March to November? About 
Goth tand, and also on the coast of Frartcfc, fattiL 
October to December. The fishermen of Scat*, 
borough scarcely ever throw a net in any season 
of the year without finding herrings among their 

feh. '■ -.; •••• </ 

fijfat by whatever mdaritf, ^tffttttf ^fcatevefr 
&iiise they are conducted by the band of provfc 
cfcence to the different coast* on l which tfrey art 
"periodically seen, ho ivWe can-' tfifeif arriVat to* 
welcomed with greater avidity than at the Isto 
of Man, where a new spirit seemi to ia/brm the 
population as soon as Ae fishery commences. 
Between four and five hundred 1 boats* usaafly of 
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sixteen total burthen each* and iritheot deehs, 
are employed m this serf ice* These we manned 
by two seamen and four countrymen, dim omm 
from their inland habitations attkiseeasoii, which 
commences about Ike end of Jnly, afad em* 
times thredgh the month of October. The nets 
are buoyed up by indited bags of dogtslum The 
product of a boat is comasenly divided into nine 
shares, one <rf which appertains to each fisher* 
■Mm, the owntr of die boot takes two, >and die 
proprietor of the nets one. 
j The fishing is very frequently interrupted: 
the least appearance of a change in the weather* 
tarries them instantly td port. Indeed, the 
beats. 8TQ by no means calculated for encoantpri* 
nig a storm, or even a severe gate; and some 
depfombte accidents . jrhich hare happened in 
former seasons are still fememfcered as framings 
fr gosast encountering similar dangers; s*r are 
they solely restrained by far, from conltautez* 
ertion, dissipation is qaite as frequently a ha* 
to their pursuits: a very successful night is alt 
asset wire to be feHe*red by drtmkeaneee mA 
consequent inability to attempt a repetition 4f 
tbt*r goed ftrtene. They are ahi> scrupulously 
eyrefrd not to leave the harttfrar o* Satarday or 
femday evening. Tradition has preserved artery* 
that in former times they had a custom only to 
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except Saturday ftom the ptiranit of 
but. that with. i&e setting sun of the following 
evening* it was the practice to pat to sea. , On 
dneiof these occasions a tremendous gale accom- 
panied .by (bander and lightning* signals of di* 
rise vengeance/ dispersed the boats, a. great 
part of: which were speedily buried in the waves, 
the remainder took shelter in the recess of an im» 
pending .cliff, and before morning were over- 
whelmed by its fell. The warning has been 
accepted by the inhabitants of Man, who ia this 
respect, at least, . are careful, not to intrench, upon \ 
the Sabbath day. 

Tbe view of this little fleet at sea on attaint 
day is highly beautiful. They always thro* 
their nets .in the night, .and on thair.Mtarn.to 
the harbour next morning, children, and: wotoeh 
ape. employed to convey, the . fi*h to tbe several 
receiving houses where the operation, of salting 
is immediately performed, as much of tbe excel* 
lence of the herring is thought, to- depend on the 
speedy performance pf. tfcia process* . The. Dutch 
and the Scotch, (in inutatwp of them,) bm§ 
adopted the practice of salting i theiish on hoard 
the Vessels, and of throwing overboard at sun* 
rise all that remainfresh.; bat in this island they 
proceed 4*0, the old plan. The^fish are rubbed 
as qoot> as brought in, and left in heaps till the 



TfflTlSLR OP MAN. 273 

following mortaring, wheb thef are regularly 
packed in barrels, with a layer of salt between 
each row. Those designed for red herrings are 
differently treated j they are -first piled np with 
layers of salt for two or three days, after which 
'they are. washed and hung up by the gills upon 
small rods, placed in extensive houses built for 
the purpose, where the rods are suspended in 
rows from the roof to -within eight feet of the 
floor j underneath are kindled wood fires, which 
are kept constantly burning till the fish are suffi- 
ciently dry and smoked, after Which they are 
barreled for exportation. 

The number *f herrings annually cured in the 
island is subject to considerable variation, but 
k calculated at an average of between eight and 
ten millions. The present price of fresh herrings 
varies from ten to twenty for a shilling ; and for 
those that are cured, two guineas the barrel is 
the average price. A barrel -contains about 
six hundred. 

Formerly premiums were given to the owners 
of successful boats, and certain bounties upon 
all that were exported to foreign lands j but both 
are discontinued. 

The chief exports from the island, besides 
herrings, are strong linens and sail-doth, but 
in no large quantities, there being but one f ac* 

T 
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{ory for mating these *»ticle§* a*d that on * 
iniaU «*al«* Co n« d <r ab)b spppfap of gm\& bav* 
of |ate yeanr baqo-ititt te Lifevpe*^ with butter, 
fgg*, fowls, baeeft, «agdt some ether triflfog wafr» 
tare. There is* -a* I ebeerved before, a manor 
jaetery of weeUeiuv but tfceee are eftgeriy bought 
up 4<np hope «oatt»ption a# fart datbtfy can he 
£ni*hed» 8ouk> y*aw baok, A» attempt win 
WUdt to efltablith a «fcitt for cotton afanriag ; bat 
*ftorjhee*ecttoi» of the *erk», fire ftoprjetett 
H*de arnthftr 1*4 di»e*fefyy that to#Bp*rt*tie» 
of the frtfela to GteM Britain was prohibited, 
and after some ineffectual etfdeawara to cdnrert 
the work* jt* othtr purpose* Abe whole were 
raftered to go to rain : nor do ; I itnagui* the* 
faaoafectoriea on! a, largo seele caa eve* adawat 
her* aide* jta*eM oircomsfcgtfes. JJrtgtend 
usually allows a large drawback e* lewafcctOted 
g&otfe, Which i» their raw Mate ai* sut^cted tp 
heatyrlMttev.ro <*4e* te preserve bar .trade in 
foreign markets. The population of tfen Iide of 
Man* cotrt*derrog the, frbery, is, not at alt loo 
abundant for th* existing occupations of the 
ctoaetry; .erf if it/were*) tbe*teujp*y tot^nMo^ 
facturing counties of England* ;wh*fe< lefctor jf 
iltrayrf rpwwfcfcd with high wageVJeaT^n! no 
ehtaoi 4f tiampet*tifl» ftk* aay Mentor eafeUitfe 
nefcta, *xoc|>t jar *he>ialtrutf tiaftriy* 
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For some years past the inland trade has been 
much more flourishing 1 t^an it ncfo"is. Since 
flie non-proteCtion act there are, particularly fr 
Douglas, more sHops than cusfoinlers; bat it id 
to bd hoped this will revive again, or indeed 
very serious consequences may be apprehended/ 
At all times the balance of trade .is greatly 
against the island/ but* this has hitherto' been 
counterpoised by the income brought in front 
other c6uhtri*es through the medium of persori* 
settling here ; and 'noW that this source is* closed 
up, th* distress for ivant of a duo Circulation H 
very severely felt. Gold cdin i» 'hardly 6ver 
seen, silver H aW very 'scarce, thd copper befibg 
peculiar to' tftfe dbiintry'iS liaor* s&tionafy : four* 
&en-peh6e • tif an* tnfrkW ; dne shilling British* 
To 'obviate this 'great Viipt of a'cfcrrtncy, tk* 
merchants and sKopk^epetb' issue' carck of five 
Shillings, tWtf "shillings and s&penccf, and one 
billing back, fiimlfaSP vilue; the** arte in the 
form ' T 6f priioiis&ry frotes; ( pdy abfe - on ; deihand 
in krriistt coni ; ; btft the? ate fouhd to tie attended 
With so ,M mAtty intonltehfeitices and sodh greit 
risk to the public,! thkt it is at 1 present rfader 
cdritemplatioh of the : tegfclfttuve to inakesonife 
fegulations *6h thii 'subject; attd probably befote 
long the British go*Hftia&nt vrifl'gTafcttti ikfhf 
fr'Ma^ linage. '' ' ;K — -' * r ^ 
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Some of the principal merchants in Douglas 
also circulate guinea notes, but the only regular 
bank established in the island is at Castletown, 
and the notes and cards of this house, from its 
known stability, obtain a natural and decided 
preference. The whole establishment is con- 
ducted on a scale of liberality very honourable 
to the proprietors and advantageous to the public, 
though it is often regretted that the gentlemen 
concerned in it, have not established a branch at 
Douglas, where the great commerce is carried 
on for the whole island. 

The imports are all kinds of manufactured 
goods, chiefly from Liverpool ; coal from thence, 
and from the ports in Cumberland : wine from 
Oporto and Guernsey, from whence also they 
get geneva and brandy : rum must pass through 
an English or Scotch port. Since the year 
1785, the contraband trade has been nearly 
annihilated ; the little that is now done in that 
way, is supposed to be by coasting vessels ; but 
the custom-house department is so admirably 
conducted under the vigilant superintendence of 
the present collector, that it is generally believed 
the revenue is quite as well protected as at any 
of the ports of Great Britain. 

The shops in the different towns have much 
the appearance of general storehouses, each one 
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exhibiting an aggregate of articles not always 
calculated for combination ; nor can I give the 
dealers in general, particularly the natives, the 
praise of civility, or a desire to accommodate. 
Persons accustomed to the obliging manners of 
English tradesmen, are in general much dis- 
gusted with the air of inattention and disrespect 
so prevalent here, especially in those who have 
realized some property, or as it is usually term- 
ed, got a little above the world. 

Some of the existing laws* are considered as 
great obstacles to traffic with other countries, 
or even to an extended trade amongst them- 
selves. On one hand, the stranger is exposed 
to imprisonment and sequestration of property 
for the smallest sum, whilst the native is pro- 
tected from incarceration for the largest. The 
want of regular bankrupt laws also tends to 
cripple the efforts of the trader j and in many 
respects the fundamentals of commerce are nei- 
ther understood nor acted upon, especially in 
what relates to credit and punctuality in money 
dealings ; but all these defects, I think, are in 
a course of rapid improvement. Every day 
brings with it * visible enlargement of ideas, 
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and as the disadvantages are felt they will be 



overcome. 

•■' lift :>!•" ' ' >-i » . ..<* "• > I 



The manufactories for internal consumption. 

x besides that already mentioned for woollen cloths. 

are breweries, soap and candle manufactories. 

.and tanneries. The brewer and maltster are 

-AfiNt^ OT? k *B d \> mo fl ne Sf*!OT k av l aa 

open field for great profits,, especially^ as the 
ijpeices of the .articles manufactured are nearly as 

Y?Hr«?f l 'ibyi,%BS..- e ?A9 n V:.? , j ft 6 *. WBf * 

M^r 1 t b f!£fWiuffiS^y.^ la * e X ears » ft at .ft e 

v^P m te v en ^6 e 4H a ^.F a ^?L t Pf > awife *• > 

^•""WOT*^ «& the. payments o/ #*J»P\fa* 

v an^ o^herSptoo jjre^gujar to admit of the full ad* 

vantages, to ,h« ; exnectedy , 0> ( ( : , ^^.^^ 

y copied, ty; % Jpjwjer .grd^ , vriiere, spiri** are 
. ^ot sold either m. large, or t sma)y| quantities/The 
,. smuggling trade introdnpe^ habitjs o£ intoxica- 
tion, y/hich still pre vail, tp a/i ^extent the, most 
lamentable ; and nothing but a heavy duty, pro- 
" tracing a conseqnent advance "of price,' yrti& pro- 
bably counteract this, evil tendency. 
Most of the small farmers and cottagers still 
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spin their own wool and flax, and get them made 
into cloth by village weavers, there being ge- 
nerally one or two looms in every parish; these 
practices are favourable to economy, and encou- 
rage domestic industry, whilst they preserve the 
simplicity of the peasants. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

The Revenue— Exports and Imparts. 

The revenue under the lords, proprietors, arose 
from a duty on exports and imports, a rental on 
all lands, amounting to 14001. Manks currency, 
from manorial rights and fines, a few fees, and 
certain prerogatives, by which the lords laid 
claim to all waifs and strays. In the time of the 
last Earl of Derby, the customs were estimated 
at 25001. per annum. The public expenditure 
at the same period was 7001* In the course of 
the last century smuggling had increased so 
much, that the annual returns of this trade were 
supposed to be at least 860,0001 whilst the va- 
lue of seizures was not more than 10,0001. so 
that the profits to those engaged in it must have 
been enormous j and the Duke of Athol having 
a small duty on imports from this and other 
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sources, procured for his share an annual surplus 
of nearly 60001. British. An abstract of the 
clear revenue derived from the island by the 
lord, for ten years previous to the revestment, 
states the average yearly amount to be £7283. 

The revenues given up to Great Britain were 
only those of the customs and herring dues, 
amounting to 65471. for which the sum of 70,0001. 
was allowed. After the revestment, all the old 
duties were repealed, and the following new 
ones levied. 

To be imported from England only, and there 
entitled to the usual Drawback, to be landed 
at Douglas only, in the Isle of Man. 
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British spirits 


1 per gal. - . 50,000 gal. 


Ram - - - 


1 6 - - - - 30,000 


BoheaTea - 


1 per lb. - - 20,0001b. 


Green Tea - 


16---'- 6000 


Coffee - - 


0---.- 6000 


Tobacco - - 


2 ... - 120,000 


Coals- - - 


3 per chaldron. 


; 


From Foreign. Port*. . 


Hemp 


*) 


Iron 


/ 


Deal Boards 


>at 6 per cenfc ad valorem. 


Timber 


S 
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Wench «*rti!e*I. per tun, 

Any other trine fl. per tan. 

foreign com, having been flrtt imported into 

Unhand, and tad a bounty allowed, 10 per 

•cent, tid valorem. 
Any goofltf, wares, ^ov xnercbafcidise, not'specified 

in this Act, imported 'from England or Ireland, 

'2 per cent, ad valorem. 



JFlax 

Flax need 

Yarn 

JLshes 

Fish and flesh 

Cora 



except onty.farat 
^ Great Britain. 



'vDtity free. 



Linen doth of JBritifihor Jtrifh ipbric 

Hen^p ... 

Hetqpaeed 

Horfes«pd cattle . . . 

Utensifa& implements o£ agriculture 

Briokstaditiles _ . w . 

Trees, seasheU^aftd-liine 

Soaper's waste 

Packthread and cordage 

Salt 

Board* ^ , 

Timber . 

Hoops 



§■?< 
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Colonial goods entitled to a bounty * 
on importation inio England. 

"TEngliih pr colonial 'iron, in rods or 
bars, from Great * Britain " in British 
vessels. 

All linens to be landed* in the Isle of' Man 
must be exported from (Sffeat Britain or Ire- 
land. 

Glass and woollen goods' from Great Bri- 
tain. , 

Tea, coffee, spirits, ' tobacco, "glass, coals, 
silks, salt, and wine/ must,* on no' pretence, Be 
exported from the island. 

It being found," that,' in consequence of the 
suppression of the confraBand trade, the har- 
bours had been ^neglected* ana bedoihe ruinous, 
r the old duties were repealed, 1 ' and theYoIloWirig 
levied: 



HARBOUR DUES. 



Pct Tartrate; 

TWoti 



Herrrogboato 10 ( 5J&32 

Any ships Vetoriglhg to fiis : ' 
"Maj^sfys' sufej&ts m 4 *Daltast; 
"onlyput'fingmto'ftje-liatWur' ' l^^ten. 

The same with cargo . . ^0 { 2 



284 HISTORY O* 

The same if repaired there, 
an additional sum .... 1 per ton* 

Foreign ships in ballast .02 

Ditto with cargo, not break- 
ing balk OS 

Ditto breaking bulk, addi- 
tional duty 2 

Ditto anchoring in any of the 
bays ........ 2 6 

On all spirits and wines im- 
ported, per tun 2 0' 

Tobacco, per cwt. . . . 1 6 

Tea, per cwt .... 2 

Coffee, ditto 10. 

Foreign goods not specified, 
10 per cent, ad valorem. 

British goods not specified, 
salt excepted, 5 per cent, ditto. 

At this time the expenditure of the island ex- 
ceeded the revenues, and in consequence the fol- 
lowing additional duties were imposed in 1780* 

Rum, 6d. per gallon, making the whole duty 

Tobacco, Id. per pound, ditto 2d. 

Hemp, iron, deal, boards, and timber, from 
foreign parts, 5 per cent, ad valorem, making 
the whole 71 per cent 
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French wines, £4. per tun additional. 

Other wine, £2. ditto, ditto. 

The duties on tea and coffee were withdrawn, 
and the following substituted. 

t. d. 

Bohea tea 6 per lb. 

Green tea .10 

Coffee 4 

The allowance of British spirits being more 
than the demand, were reduced from fifty thou- 
sand gallons to forty thousand; and the allow- 
ance of rum increased from thirty thousand to 
forty thousand gallons, thirty thousand to be im- 
ported from England, and ten thousand from 
Scotland. 

The importation of wine in any vessel of less 
value than seventy tons 9 burthen was prohibited. 

No goods, fresh fish excepted, were allowed 
to be exported from the Isle of Man without a 
Warrant from the custom-house. 

In 1790 the importation of British spirits was 
prohibited, but instead of them were allowed, 
ten thousand gallons of brandy, subject to a duty 
of 8*. per gallon; ten thousand ditto of geneva, 
ditto 3s. ditto. 

To be shipped from England to Douglas only, 
in casks containing not less than one hundred 
gallons. 



The annual aJJowan.ce, of tphacc* fl tyyjn^i>a«i 
reduced from one h^ndre^an^we^ thpu&apd 

P0P& *<*«& ^.^S, ^WWl, WlflPWr** 
to sixty thousand. 

All wine, was subjected to an additional duty 

of 4fr VP tu * maki»S» ™th the fftijn^ A#J. 
£16. for Drench wines, and £12. for o^hej:,w/ges, 
and to be Ipnded at Douglas qnljr. • '•*.* ■> 

^IWr. W*tfr# ©ft Wfift^W &JW ¥«WrW 

W. % <Vw%k <*C to. yhofo dste. w>n. bmAi 

hftfie fce«a ma&j, «djl ftopd/j, ojg lu^d, quantifo 
WMt hjfc Wttttfed. utidej; license; fawfeltof, 9,{ 
customs is obliged to give one month's , wMftMa 
thftejypKa^oa of U>mce* aj$ tak^.j^four- 
tB» «h»f. ^ pe^po* fop new on**; j£ qucfcfff 

ft* B»*it¥««8 m ve w%<a wmvegee^ 3 sap* 1 

tP Ata WWt&T limited, they haye #& Rfefe^pfte 
oyer foreigners; if. Mtftf ^muge a, gfifttfefi.afflrV 
tit*** juiWM ar$ grafted. 4f) PtotyftfFfflpr- 
#** : the. «oanjterJ»iting a Ugengg sujgesfi (he 
^fepd^c tp a £ne of &ye hundred, BftWttfei m 

ficer to a penalty of fifty pounds. . ,. ,,;;..:, 

from filiate <*f *he island fc> jft e J«Jff 17 02 » 

the «»penditure Jfas fully equfd. Jo fhe reyenuej 

at that time commissioners were sent ove^ £0 g£» 



amine iota the state of thf country, as w,ejl^ 
ta ascertain whether certain allegations of ^ 
Bute of Atbol wepe well 01 Ul-faiyided,. In th% 
Gftivse of their Uquiry, they discovered tha* thq, 
customhouse department was \j\ % skate of entire 
disorganization;, their memorial o* this subject, 
gates, that the system of management is ilU 
digested, incomplete,. »nd unfits of whichjf 
Qmongst others, they a4du#e the fallowipg prosfo. 
That persons, wholly ignorant, of the* duties an<^ 
practices of their several dtytrtatent* are ap- 
pointed to «fotiona oi the first importance, witbn 
out *»y pre^iow* iiwtruettfin or preparation. 
. Th»t even tb* <*bviou* px^cantio* of furnish- 
ing tb^Mrith written »r priutedl n^tea fof 
ti*ir gpv<vnj^t h?d heei* qeglettedf vm v*b 
my w4roe poiut^d out whence utforw$o» <?qu14 
t* tfwM» <* wy secftriJy given o? required, 
far tjie due perfotmnc? pf j^e duties of f&ft 
effc^pr^prp^r ; applfatfiw of the frWt re- 
puted, i$ tl^nj n* ipqnify was ever instituted 33 
tp character, so «f *♦ e«c\ude t^QW w!w b»4 
toco faulty w the piwtice of the ili^c^ tf^ 
nor was there apv 4^k or wntrppj %moq^ ^ 
$fiareot officer* bjr jy^h pwpr , pf ^^qi^u$ 
might be discarded pj pun*hltf. : t„ 

It was also, at tfotf %i tl« F^fafi *»,&#? 
ftp* Vftriwtqftctf (upt«*$j{ W»fcw$4) W*ne 
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person. The receiver-general, though an officer 
of the highest authority, had never been in the 
inland from the time he took the oaths, when he 
remained a few days, leaving the whole execu- 
tion of the duties to a deputy, who was, as he 
acknowledged, completely without any instruc- 
tions to define the objects, nature, and extent of 
his office; his practice was to receive the duties, 
and transmit them through the agency of a 
lawyer in London to his principal, and he did 
not actually know where this last resided, or how 
he ifiight make application to him directly; nay, 
that he had even at different times required di- 
rections in his proceedings through the agent, 
but had received neither instructions or answer* 

Various other instances of neglect, equally 
striking with these, are pointed out, and strongly 
reprobated in the Report, and as it appears with 
the fullest effect, for very soon after the whole 
system was revised and altered, most of the ex- 
isting officers displaced or otherways provided 
for, and the present establishment arranged to 
the entire extirpation of the illicit trade in the 
island. The office of receiver-general was given 
to the collector of customs at Douglas, and the 
whole revenue of the island placed under his 
superintendence and controul. 

This extensive power, which he has now held 
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tharty yuate, tstriiiversalty aHowed to be exercised 
tritlf tHe strictestvjntegrity as well as moderation, 
and the gentleman who holds it, though closely 
conflicted with the house of Athol, is pro- 
hdorictfd, by the unanimous concurrence of all 
parties, to be eminently qualified by principle, 
knowledge, and prudence for the station' he oc* 
ttiplfes. If o stronger fhrctof of the excellence of 
the plans novtr adhered to can be adduced, than 
file improved state of the revenue ; according to 
the report before quoted, the amount of custom 
dues in 1790, tfrds £3000. 8s. lid. the expen- 
diture same ye&r £3272. 2s. 2d.; whereas, in 1 792, 
Mtf. Pitt stated in the House of Commons, that 
(he rfevgritte of the island had arisen to the gros* 
fttftrT of £12,000. per annum! at which time at 
ftfrther cotoperis&tfroh of one-fourth of this amount 
was granted to the Duke of Athol, and his heirs 
for ever. 

Tlfei public s£rtic&, fot which internal taxes; 
cotitinoal or occasional, are levied, are of fouif 
torts. Bdilding dr repairing of churches, build- 
ing 1 of bridges, making and keeping high roads 
ih order, fcnd thte maintenance of the clergy. In 
f expect tb Aurches each parish is obliged to 
bear its own burthen, not however to the extent 
of bttildirig, witfibdt st special act of Tynwald ; 
btlt for rdpttiib, the parishioners are convened by 

v 
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the churchwardens, and the mogey required le- 
vied upon the inhabitauts in proportion to their 
rental. 

The same mode is observed for building or re- 
pairing bridges. The high road fund is derived 
from a tax upon every retailer of ale or spirits; 
a small rate upon lands and houses, leaving an 
option to pay in money or service; a tax upon 
dogs; and all fines incurred for public offences 
or contempt of court; by these means collecting 
a sum of about £ 1000. per annum is obtained 
for making and repairing the roads. 

The clergy derive their income in part from 
the tithes, which are divided into three portions, 
one belonging to the lord, one to the bishop, and 
the other to the parochial minister : the incum- 
bents have also a glebe, and a royal bounty of 
£100. per annum, to divide amongst the poorest, 
which was obtained by Bishop Barrow in the 
reign of Charles II. ; one-third of his share of the 
impropriations was purchased by the same worthy 
prelate from the lord proprietor, by collections 
made through his interference which were settled 
to increase the revenues of the. church, and for 
the establishment of a free school at Castle- 
town. 

. The tithes are divided into great and small ; . 
these are sometimes taken in kind, but more fre~ 
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quently commuted, and hitherto upon very easy 
terms. There was formerly a tithe upon *ll 
fresh fish, upon ale brewed, and also a tithe of 
two-pence annually upon every man engaged in 
any occupation, though he only exercised his 
calling three times in the year. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

The Laws — House of Keys — Civil Officers* Ju- 
ries, fyc. 

The laws of the Isle of Man are, at this time,; 
a constant subject of insular dispute; by one 
party, they are represented as a mass of folly 
and corruption ; by the other, as models of the 
most perfect jurisprudence. The truth, proba- 
bly, in this, as in other speculative cases, lies in 
a medium between the two opinions. 

From the time of the revestment, the legisla- 
tion being protected by that act from all foreign 
interference, few corrections or alterations have 
taken place. The ruling powers, divided by in- 
ternal and personal contention, have suffered the 
public good to lie dormant. It was enough to 
insure opposition. That a proposal of amend- 
ment originated on the other side, and the rival 
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power* wore too equally balanced to albrd a 
triumph to either. Even in the boasted constitu- 
tion of Great Britain, the watchful eye of legisla- 
tive wisdom is over open to discern and correct 
mistakes or enertaahments : bow, then* can it 
be supposed that a code, springing out of feudal 
customs and an arbitrary government fhonld tfe- 
quire neither amelioration or improvement in the 
foegT interval of sixty years* for* if nothing also 
demanded inquiry in all that time, still the persons 
employed in the. excroae *f power, should have 
been subjected to some inquiry as to their pro* 
ceedings,*nd if not the principle, at leeftt the prao 
tine, of the legislature demanded investigation. 

For a small population thinly scattered over 
the island, without manufeetories or ootfcttterce, 
few laws were requisite* and the memory might 
be supposed fully competent to reeord all that 
was absolutely necessary* 

Except the natives, none had any interest or 
eoncem in them. In such a oommupity, whose 
time was wholly occupied in lie provision of 
mere necessaries, fraud, force, or avarice, h^d no 
latitude for disturbing the peace of society ; and 
the trifling differences which sprung up, were 
wittingly referred to the deemster, and settled by 
the traditionary laws, or, perhaps* more fre» 
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quently by his supreme will atod pleasure, with* 
out reference to precedents of any sort. 

So little form was used in these appeals, that, 
according to the statute-book, the deemster's 
presence alone, whether in the field or house, 
walking or riding, constituted a court, and the 
plaintiff meeting his opponent, when this officer 
was in view, might drag him vi et artnis to an 
instant tribunal, and, setting his foot upon his 
enemy's, there hold him till the cause of quarrel 
was decided. In sueh a proceeding, depending 
more on strength of body or lungs, than on ques- 
tions of right and wrong, there was certainly 
more brevity than dignity ; but one thing seems 
to have been well established, and that was, the 
infallibility of the judgment, which could come 
to such post-haste decisions, and give them the 
respectable name of laws. 

The office of deemster, is of much greater an* 
tiquity than the origin of the house of keys, and 
I conclude, was derived from that of the chief 
druid, who, in the earliest times, and in all coun- 
tries, where this sect flourished, combined the 
rank of priest and magistrate. But the council 
of wise men is also of druidical institution, they 
were formerly called taxi axi, from the Celtic ' 
word Tetyasag, which, according to Dr. Camp* 
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bell, implies druidism, or elders and senators; 
In more modern times, this assembly bas taken 
the name of the Keys, which last term, Bishop 
Wilson ascribes to their knowledge of the juris* 
prudence of the country, and their unlocking 
the difficulties thereof at their pleasure. 

The numbers of this council were not always 
twenty-four, they have been referred to as a le- 
gislative power when only twelve : in one of the 
old statutes I find it also recorded, that their ex* 
istence was wholly at the will of the lord, with- 
out whose consent* none ar$ to be. This deci- 
sion, which is stated to have been from the 
deemsters, in answer to a question of Sir John 
Stanley second lord of Man, was exceedingly 
ill received, and though it was recorded in the 
statute-book, and consequently left there for law, 
was yet virtually rescinded almost as soon as 
made. The original form of election is nowhere 
mentioned, but immediately after the above de- 
claration, such was the ferment it excited, that 
it was thought prudent on the part of the deputy- 
governor Byron, to grant the people a share in 
the election. Accordingly, in 1422, he sent out 
his precept to the six sheadings, directing them 
severally to elect six men, out of which six, h6 
chose four to represent their respective districts, 
and these made up the twenty-four keys, by 
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whose advice and concurrence at that time, sey$* 
ral laws ^nd regulatipns were jnade. 

Why this mode of election has not been pre* 
served, or how the people have lost $ rjght 99 
invaluable as that of choosing their own repre- 
sentatives, is not explained; cjistqiq haq, ho^vr* 
ever, completely abrogated this pfivjlfget qrod 
the practice now established i», that tyh en a y%* 
cancy happens, the remaining members elect two 
persons, one of vyhom receives {hf approbation 
of the governor, and thenc^forwa(4 retains bis 
seat for life, unless he vacates hy voluntary re- 
signation, accepting a place in council, a? is ex- 
pelled by the vote of tfoe majority fpr some high 
crime or misdemeanor. What mo^e would be 
adopted, if th? governor disapproved 0/ bqth tl^e 
nominations, is not settled, nor, J b^fcve, has 
the c^e ever occurred, ^bp Icey* cannot as- 
semble without a Simmons frpm the governor, 
and his mandate dissolves the sittiqg without de- 
lay or demur. This body, when collected vyith* 
the lord proprietor, his deploy, ^nd council, con- 
stitute a Tynwald coXirt, whose accqrdanf? is 
absolutely essential to every legislative act; but 
since. the revesting of the island in the crown of 
Great Britain, before it cap obtain the force of a . 
law, every decree must be confirmed by his Jftfa-, 
jesty, and ultimately proclaimed in #ie English 
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and Man* Japguagee before the people at: the 
Tyuwald bill. '• , ■ 

Jn t|%e separate me etfngs of die keys, the i»W»* 
her of thirteen is. required to fojstn a boose. Tbay 
elect their pivii speaker, who holds his office fog 
life, and they decide by a majority. The quali- 
fications of a member are to be of full age, that 
is. tw«nty-one years, and to possess landed |w« 
perty ia the island. NQOiresideqee, or e*en ha* 
ing a for&gper* arenoim^dimcnfctoek&ioa. 
Their privileges were of more value in-the feudal 
times than at present ; they being ftge»pt from* 
all duties; and sewiee* to the lord, and Areata Will 
game ia any part of the country. To change a; 
key with nMWond«Qt i» thj» p^rf«nn»^ca of hi* 
duty, subjeflfc tfca. oflanjfer to a pftfcfdty, *»d 
loss of «ars. This body have always pefsmned> 
the cp»£deRoe of the. paapta, ajpri though s#.lf- 
eleeted, seep* *e«er to, ham ahnmd *feeir pane?. 
The a$c* i*jsit^ade4 «ftb> web trouhfe aodj no 
emj^wneajt j b«tf it # e,v«y(J^ namgi w.owutr 
deralwn, a&d thwigfc, ftmiflfly, lUte xeflpeet a*r 
tendcdjtha indtiridujkKfejj jhi**ims, a wemtor of 
the key*, m thaJita «f Itf *a, ia mgaedadr by. hi* 
cefdpatrio^ a»« vejiiesitbtaiwevqf- the CtaMtont; 
is i« Gvo«^ K^KfMth TtoJMietoeofeeQwqHaMet 
takes. 4ate Maae, the, wwgftaptt* aad! ¥ ehftegai 
feu*4e4 on &* fjjtptejfeaiftc, apf w< i i t iatt.she^m fcy 
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this house to every act or proposition of the Duke 
of Athol, by which they soothe and augment the 
aversion of the people to that nobleman, and 
keep alive, often without a shadow of reason, the 
suspicion entertained of his motives and designs. 
- A late writer has observed, " that were the 
keys once corrupt, they must continue so for 
ever, the very nature of their constitution being 
sucb> that it could never be purified :" but, with 
submission to this author, I think differently; 
corruption in a small legislative body like the 
one in question, would carry its remedy with it, 
a few arts of oppression in the improved state of 
Manx population, would awaken them to an in- 
quiry into their rights, and it » mere than pro- 
bable, would restore the original form of demo- 
cratic election. 

The chief civil officers are the governor, and 
lieutenant-governor, one of them being chancel- 
lor ex officio ; the two deemsters, or judges, one 
presiding in the southern, the other in the north- 
ern division (these must necessarily be natives) ; 
the, water-bailiff, the high bailiffs, one in each 
town ; the coroners, who are she in number, and 
preside separately over the six sheadings or dis- 
tricts, into which the island is divided, each hav- 
ing under him a deputy-coroner, or lockman. 

The council oearists of the following person* i 
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the bishop, the receivers-general, the water-bai- 
liff, attorney-general, clerk of the rolls, and the 
archdeacon. 

All the lands of Man formerly belonged to 
the lord, and the occupiers could neither sell nor 
alienate without his consent; they were termed 
the lord's tenants, and were subject to the pay* 
ment of a fine or rental, which was fixed by the 
setting* quest from year to year. This system 
had been somewhat relaxed, and the holders 
came to be regarded as customary tenants, and 
some of the ^estates to descend from father to 
heir for a time, which had given an idea of in- 
dividual property. But, in 1643, we find an 
attempt was made by James, Earl of Derby, to 
seize all the tenures into his own hands, and to 
effect this, he offered, on a quiet surrender, that 
he would make a grant to each individual of a 
lease for three lives, or twenty-one years. This 
proceeding gave rise to a warm contest, but the 
dispute remained unsettled till 1703, when it was 
finally arranged by the interference of Bishop 
Wilson, and the strenuous representations of die 
keys. ' At this time (in 1703)* commissioners 
were appointed, by whom the lord's does were 
incontrovertibly fixed, and the inheritance of 
their property assured to the people, on the pay- 
ment of the raits and fines so settled la 1777, 
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another act was passed by Lprd Derby, cfcnfin*- 
ing the first ect of settlement, by which, estate? 
on the death of the owner were declared to be 
the right of the eldest son, or if no son, of the 
fldept daughter. A man cannot devise an estate 
pf inheritance otherwise than in the direct line, 
but purchased property he may dispose of by 
will. If he die* intestate, the whole falls to bis 
fteirs at Uw, saving the widow's right, which is 
half the real and personal estate of her husband, 
wbfther he *n*ke a will qr not. Of the entailed 
estate, the widow only enjoys her share for life, 
wbi<?h afterwards revert* tp the heir ; but af per- 
WPal property, she has power to devise one half 
by will aiDfogft any af her children, even those 
of a fan»ef marriage, awl «* t^o We-time of her 
bwsbapd, a*d these children can claim their re- 
tpaetiv* share* a* the death of either parent, a$ 
999a as the mid cbildrw attain tfce age of four- 
teen yeanu 

Tba wbole wfcn* w fiwmealy divided into 
tut hqp<}*e4 qwrter la*fet but at present tha 
uwpIw * aa*« haadred and fcfty-**ioe ; all other 
tttato appear to b& allotments out af* or en- 
eMaebm&t* upqn these. JlU wrecks befrng to 
tjhe Vw4f H 9& claimad within a yew and a day, 
Wnm dw as* hi* by his prerogative* Gama 
V^loi^a exctaiively to* the lords apd the lawa 



were formerly very severe agfeifisi eftctto&ch&s* 
but these fcave no* become nudity obsolete. 

Belles the trial by jury m cotiaftioti law afid 
*rimirral cases, there are various jories impan-> 
nelled on other occasions. In cases of low, f*es-> 
pass, or robbery, previous to any other proceed- 
ings, juries of inquiry must be summoned, who 
lfeve power to examine all parties, who may, by 
possibility, have knowledge of the facts to be 
inquired into j they may even tender the oath^ to 
the suspected person, and their refusal to accept 
this purgation is considered as presumptive proof 
of guilt. Upon the verdict of this first jury, 
subsequent process is founded. 

Fodder juries are also a very curious institu- 
tion. If any person gives notice to the coroner 
that a gentleman, farmer, or cottager, has a larger 
stock of cattle than his apparent means can sup- 
port, he is obliged to summon four men of the 
same parish, three of whom must be farmers* 
who are to make inspection what grass or fodder 
the said persons have provided for their cattle, 
as well in summer, as in winter, and to make a 
true report in writing to the next court, and if 
it should appear that such provision is not suffi- 
cient for the cattle, an order is granted to the 
coroner to sell off so much of the stock as ex- 
ceeds the quantum of provender, and to deliver 
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the price to the owner. The law even enjoins 
the said juries to take special care that the need* 
Jul fodder is actually in present possession, and 
by no means to admit the evasive excuse of ^ 
dependence for supply upon others. 
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CHAP. XV. 

TJie various Courts of Law and Proceedings 
in them. 

The courts, besides the House of Keys, are the 
Court of Chancery, the Court of general Gaol 
Delivery, the Court of Exchequer, the common 
Law Court, the two Deemsters 9 Courts, the 
Court of Admiralty, and the courts of the High 
Bailiffs, at the four towns j but the courts posset- 
sing appellative jurisdiction, are the twenty-foot 
Keys, the Staff of Government, and lastly, the 
King in Council. 

For the more convenient administration of 
justice, the island is divided into two districts, 
with a deemster or judge for each : but the other 
courts are usually held at Cattle Rosben, emu. 
cept the common law courts. These district* 
are subdivided into sis sheadings, over each of 
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which a governor or coroner is appointed, with 
very extensive powers. 

By the act of revestment all the insular 
courts remained untouched, except that the 
lord's judicial power was transferred to the 
king of England. In all the proceedings the 
parties are at liberty to plead their own causey 
and this practice universally prevailed till of 
late years, when .a bench of advocates have 
been formed, who are now generally employed 
itf ill ttttttfei* of importance. 

The court of chantfety; ftl which the governor 
presides as chancellor, assisted by the two deem- 
atfers* the ck*k of the tells* awl wattr-taoliff, takes 
tagAiimce of all em66s both of law and equity* 
and has po#er to jodge Wikhoat the ititerveoiidn 
of a jufy. Fdr the purpose of prosecuting ami 
m tte tatf side of thitf courts a cotnAon action 
iaeaterad at the roils ofice> when the defendant 
wmUt be charged by thd coroner three days be* 
fctB the sitting, which i» usually heM the first 
Thursday in every month. Should the parsed 
tommofeed neglect to appear, the same eoors* is 
fallowed afclktee tuccesstve doatts* sad at the 
fourth Jfe .eftise is hMtd and detertfri&ed on tbef 
oath <£ tfbe eoad{daili^it.— Und^f m affidavit ot 
debt, a> aative whip can be prowl to intend 
fcarfnptie x&iat, « a dttettg* ^UhMf *tt5b 
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proof, may be imprisoned for the sum sworn to, 
however small, and bis effects instantly arrested 
and held over by the constable to answer the 
demand and costs; after the decree these cf* 
fects, according to law, whether rtiuch or little, 
are to be sold by public auction, and first pay- 
ing one year's rent* together with the servants 
wages if due, the residue is applied to discharge 
the debt, and the surplus may be restored to the 
debtor. If the sum arising from the sale is not 
equal to these claims, it is nevertheless applied 
to- their liquidation as far as it will go, and the 
person is still retained in prison for the defi* 
ciency, unless he be a native, who can only be 
coerced to the extent of his effects* On this: 
subject, we shall reserve our remarks for the 
present. 

The court of general gaol delivery is one of 
peculiar importance, at which all the constituted 
authorities assist. For the trial of any crime, 
which by die law of the land is deemed capital,^ 
the proceedings are remarkable for the huma- 
nity with which they are conducted towards the 
offender, who, contrary to the practice in Eng- 
land, is allowed council on his behalf; the con- 
stitution enjoins that four good men out of each 
parish shall be summoned, amounting in num- 
ber to sixty-eight, from these a jury of twelve 

x 
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are impannelled: the accused baring a privilege 
to challenge fifty-four : the prosecution is coo- 
ducted by the attorney-general, and when the 
pleadings are ended, and the jury have agreed 
en their verdict, a very curious ceremony ensues. 
The deemster demands of the foreman, if he 
that ministers at the altar may continue to sit? 
If the reply be in the negative, it is understood 
to be the forerunner of a sentence of death, and 
the bishop with his clergy immediately retire; 
after conviction, the senior deemster passes 
judgment, but the execution cannot take place 
until his Majesty's pleasure be known. Lesser 
penalties may be inflicted on the authority •£ 
the governor. It is remarkable, and either be- 
speaks great morality in the people, or great 
laxity in the administration of the law£, that 
since the revestment ki 1766, only two capital 
convictions have taken place in the island. 

The court of common law is in part like that 
of chancery, the same judges preside, but in this 
the causes are decided by a jury. To this court 
also the trespass juries, and juries of inquest, 
make their retarn. It is held once in three 
months, alternately in each of the* two districts, 
northern and southern ; from thia court appeal 
lies to the keys. 

The court of exchequer has superintendent 
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authority in ail cases of revenue, as also for 
the recovery of fines and forfeitures to the crown, 
and matters relative to customs and excise; it 
also determines the rights of tithes, which, pre-* 
vious to the act of 1777, had been cognizable 
only in the ecclesiastical court. 

The deemsters court is the most popular and 
the one most frequently resorted to, being held 
every week. The judge in this court, by his 
sole authority, determines in cases of trespass, 
slander, assault, battery, debts, and contracts, 
Silt there lies an appeal from his judgment to 
the staff of government. The plaintjff, who 
seeks redress before the deemster, must apply to 
that judge for a summons, which being served 
on the defendant by the coroner, if the party 
so charged, or any of the witnesses, neglect to 
appear at the ensuing court, they incur a pre* 
sentment for contempt, t and are liable to be 
brought up by a constable at the next sitting, 
or in case of repeated evasion, they may be im- 
prisoned till the cause is heard. Formerly the 
deemster's summons, which was then, and still 
is called a token, consisted only of a piece of 
blue slate, on which two letters of his name were 
engraven, or more properly speaking, scratched 
with any rude instrument that offered, and 

x2 
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to falsify tbis token, the law declared to be 
penal. 

When the parties appear in conrt the deem- 
ster hears the pleadings on both sides, and as 
small matters are seldom conducted by an advo- 
cate, it often happens that decorum is altogether 
forgotten in the heat of contention, and a spec* 
tator, unacquainted wrth the practice of these 
courts, would incline to think he was in a market; 
where the contending parties were disputing 
about their commodities before an umpire, rather 
than in a court of justice, and in the presence of 
a supreme judge. 

After a hearing, the deemster gives judgment 
in writing, which is delivered to the coroner, 
who puts it in force. In actions of battery the 
law is very curious. A person striking or wound- : 
ing another is liable to a fine of ten shillings, 
besides charges of cure; but he who provokes 
such blows by abusive language, « causing, or 
that might cause, such battery or wounding,** in- 
curs a penalty of thirteen shillings and fourpence, 
besides suffering imprisonment.* 

The water bailiff, or judge of the court of ad- 



* This penalty is now increased. — See Peaal Code, in the 

Aj'peudix, 8. 
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. miralty, has ever been regarded as an officer of 
great importance; he is one of the council, and 
takes cognizance of aH maritime concerns and 

. offences committed within three leagues of the 
shore. 

The high baiKfls in the several towns are of 
modern institution, they are a kind of police 
officers, being conservators of the peace, and 

. have jurisdiction in matters of debt under forty 
shillings. . These hold their office during the go* 
vernor's pleasure. 

The coroners have a power in many respects 
analogous to English sheriffs; the power of each 
expires with the year, but during its existence is 
very extensive; he is a ministerial as well as a 
peace officer, >and also takes inquests, in cases of 
sudden or violent deaths. In his ministerial ca- . 
pacity he is to summon juries, and execute pro- . 
cess issuing from the different courts, and after 
the legal forms are complied with he ha& power 
to sell such goods as he has arrested. 

With respect to the ecclesiastical jurisdiction, 

, the Bishop of Man, besides his spiritual rank/ is , 
sole baron of the isle ; he has a seat in the coun- 
cil, the court of chancery, and exchequer. All 
ecclesiastical affairs, relative to wills,. adminis- 
trations, debts and credits of deceased persons;, 
minors' effects and alinwoy ace heard and dete*% 
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mined, either by bis lordship in person, or by his 
vicars-general, who are in the nature of chancel- 
lors to the bishop. 

The proceedings in the spiritual courts, where, 
not otherwise noticed by the local laws, are re- 
gulated in conformity to those of England; the 
archdeacon is the second spiritual officer in the 
island, and has, in all inferior cases, alternate 
jurisdiction with the bishop; he holds his court 
either in person or by his official: the usual 
appeal, in all matters purely spiritual, lies from 
the insular court to their metropolitan, the arch- 
bishop of York, but in temporal and civil affairs 
to the staff of government. 

Marriages may be contracted by banns or 
licence : aliens cannot marry till they have been 
three months resident in the island. Marriage 
is, in fact, considered here as an act of part* 
nerehip, giving no exclusive right to property, 
A man who marries an heiress, enjoys only one* 
half of her lands during his life; if she dies with- 
out children, and he continues unmarried, the 
same Jaw invests the female with equal rights as 
to property of inheritance during her widow* 
hood; but of his acquired possessions, she has 
power even during his life to -devise one-half to 
any child of her own, and this will is in force 
immediately on her decease. No pap or wo* 



* 
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man, being married, can sell or lease but by 
mutual oonsent. If a man marries a second 
wife, having issue by bis first, the second only 
takes one-fourth part of his estate of inheritance, 
nor can any will or deed of gift invalidate these 
singular rights, except by the joint act of both 
parties, yet the husband incurs the same liability 
respecting his wife's debts as in England* 

In the Isle of Man, children arrive at the age 
of majority when they have completed their 
fourteenth year, so far as relates to personal 
property, to which they, theb become entitled, 
and are also liable to debts thenceforward con- 
tracted by them; but must attain the age of 
twenty-one before they can enter in possession of 
landed estates, or tnake any disposition by way 
of sale. 

A marriage contracted between the parties, 
witbin three years of the birth of a child, ren- 
ders such child legitimate, if the character of 
the female is otherwise unimpeached. A woman 
convicted of adultery loses her wife's or widow's 
light, and is entitled only to such alimony as the 
ecclesiastical court thinks proper to allow. 

Execntors may proceed in the ecclesiastical 
court for the immediate recovery of debts due to 
deceased persons, and their decree having once 



* 
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passed, and the order given out, subjects the de- 
fendant to instant imprisonment, till satisfaction 
is made by payment in full; on the other hand, 
no claim can be enforced against the effects of 
the dead under a year and a day ; or if they had 
any money transactions out of the island, the 
law allows to the heirs or executors the extended 
term of three years for the settlement of the 
whole concerns. 

The mode formerly adopted for making proof 
of a demand for or against the estate of the de- 
funct, was very curious; the person charging or 
denying such debt was obliged to visit the grave 
of the deceased, with two witnesses, and stretch* 
ing himself at length on the same, with an open 
bible on his bretst, he there pronounced a solemn* 
oath, which, in the absence of other proofe, was 
accepted as positive confirmation or denial ef the 
matter in dispute; but this process was abolished' 
by Bishop Barrow. ' 

As to the penal laws their defects being admit* 
ted, and the code at this time under the actual 
consideration of the legislature for the express 
purpose of amendment and elucidation, it would 
be useless to enlarge on their present state; and 
it is to be hoped, when the promised alterations 
do take place, a stricter police will be establish- 
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ed, and the impunity now afforded to crimes, for 
want of definition in the existing power, will no 
longer remain a jnst subject of complaint.* 

There is one particular, which seems to have 
escaped observation, and yet calls imperiously 
for attention, which is, the manner of conduct- 
log coroner s inquests, in cases of sudden deaths, 
and the slovenly style in which they proceed 
when summoned. 

To prove that this charge i» not unfounded, I 
shall select two anecdotes from the number thqt 
have fallen under my observation. In one case, 
the captain of a Norwegian vessel, after receiv- 
ing a considerable sum of money, was found 
dead without any previous illuess ! the cause as- 
signed was intoxication, but attended by cir- 
cumstances so suspicious as at any rate to demand 
a strict investigation; great part of his money 
had disappeared, and the body immediately after 
death turned entirely black, and exhibited many 
symptoms inducing a belief that poison had beeu 
administered; on this matter no inquiry took 
place, or if any, certainly not with the assistance 
of any medical man* The other affair was yet 
more extraordinary. A man wholly unknowa 



9 For the new Peiml Statutes, see Appendix, 8. 
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being found in the river apparently drowned, an 
inquest was taken, and the verdict to this effect 
being given, he was consigned to the care of the 
- undertaker, when, behold, on stripping the body, 
it appeared that his throat had been cut, and the 
neckcloth replaced, all which, with perfect sang* 
froid, the foreman of the jury declared, he had 
too doubt the deceased had done himself, so that 
there was no need to revise the former decision, 
on account of these new circumstances! 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Comments on the State of the Laps, with some 
Cases adduced in Proof of the Assertion that 
they require Amelioration* 

X AM aware, that the contents of this chapter 
will be so entirely local, that it will afibrd little 
to amqse, or interest, the general reader; but 
as the facts I mean to state have recently occur- 
red, and the ill consequences attending the 
abuses of the laws which X am about to point 
out, are felt or acknowledged by all, (yet without 
the smallest attempt being made to redress those 
grievances aqd oppressions), I think it my duty f 
as an, impartial historian,, to hold them up to 
public view, in. the belief which I entertain, that 
this negligence of fundamental principles has, 
perhaps, originated in the want of a fair state* 
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ment, or it may be ia the very nature of the so- 
ciety, as it was constituted previous to the non- 
protection act. 

I am ever ready to admit, that whilst impu- 
nity from foreign claims existed, the frequent 
resort of unprincipled and extravagant persons 
demanded an extraordinary degree of coercion 
in the debtor and creditor laws of the island, to 
protect the natives from eucroachment and in- 
jury; and that it was under these circumstances 
equal justice to grant immunities to. one class, 
and hold up severe penalties against the other; 
but now that this protection is done away, and that 
both the trade and agriculture of the island loudly 
demand an increased population to revive their 
drooping vigour, it must be a^ obvious policy to 
grant equal privileges to theNetUer and the 
native. None are likely to visit this place in fu- 
ture but persons of moderate fortunes, and con* 
sequently of habits consonant to their property. 
If such are to be exposed to the harassing effects 
of the laws, as they now stand, a very short trial 
would, suffice to make them seek a retreat else* 
where; to illustrate my assertion, I need only 
adduce a few instances, which are recent and 
too well known in the island to be contro- 
verted. 
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And first, in matters of debtor and creditor, 
the Manx laws, with regard to a native, pro- 
hibit personal imprisonment, but with great 
justice, subject the whole property of the 
debtor to the claims of his creditor; this ex- 
emption from personal suffering has certainly, 
in some cases, been diverted to purposes of 
fraud. The native has been known to make 
false assignments, or to turn his effects into 
cash, and then, under cover of the law, to 
set his creditors at defiance; but as no hu- 
man institutions are perfect, the impossibility 
of entirely guarding against the ingenuity of 
knavery, can never be brought forward to 
abrogate a principle, which the enlarged views 
of society causes at this time to be adopted 
into the? jurisprudence of nearly all trading 
conntries, and it is probable, a modification 
of the bankrupt laws of England would be 
the best defence against the frauds complained 
of; but this it is not my concern to determine, 
all I have to do is to point out the errors that 
exist, and leave the legislature in its wisdom to 
correct them. 

With regard to strangers, as our fellow sub- 
jects from Great Britain and Ireland are insi- 
diously termed, the case is wholly different; ac- 
tions on a simple affadavit of debt, subjects the 
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person to incarceration, and the effects to se- 
questration ; and that, not merely to the value 
demanded, but the law as it now stands, au- 
thorizes the constable to take possession of all 
the property of the person arrested, to hold it 
till the question of right is decided, and then to 
•ell, not to the amount of the debt only, but the 
words of the statute are, " that he is to sell the 
whole effects, and first paying a year's rent if 
due, and the servants' wages for the same time, 
then to satisfy the creditor with all costs and 
charges, and afterwards to deliver the overplus 
to the right owner/ 9 No words can be requi- 
site to point out the injustice of such a system, 
by which on a disputed account; a person might 
be thrown into prison, his trade ruined, his ef- 
fects wasted, and his family starved, whilst the 
matter was under discussion, and which, accord- 
ing to law, cannot be decided under four months; 
and if on the issue, the creditor only succeeds 
in establishing a small part of his demand be- 
fore the sufferer can be released, he must wait 
the sale of property, ruined, perhaps, by mis- 
management, or it is not unlikely remain for life, 
in prison, on a deficiency created by the mea- 
sures adopted against him. Another strong fea- 
ture appears in the principle on which bail is 
conducted. The law obliges the stranger who 
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wishes to contest an unjust demand, to give 
Manx bail; and, as if this was not throwing* 
sufficient difficulty in the way, it also provides, 
that such bail becomes to all intents and pur- 
poses liable for so much of the debt as, on inves- 
tigation, shall be found due to the claimant, from 
which liability he is not exonerated, as in Eng- 
land, by the surrender of the debtor to gaol. 

But as facts speak more forcibly than argu- 
ments, I shall adduce some recent occurence* 
in illustration of my statement. In one case an 
English farmer having given offence to a native 
with whom he had been in habits of strict inti- 
macy, he was arrested without any previous no- 
tice, or even the formality of demanding a set- 
tlement. The demand on which the action was 
grounded, originated in a running account be- 
tween the parties, and the real balance dne was 
m reality a mere trifle. The action, however, 
was taken out for the full sum that appeared on 
the books of the plaintiff; and as he waa a man 
of extensive connexions, and the other a stranger, 
no one chose to offend the native by becoming 
bail, and consequently the farmer, who wtyf 
also an inn-keeper, was hurried to prison, his 
farm work stopped, his house shut up, and alt 
his affairs thrown into confusion, as indeed was 
the design of the plaintiff, whose object wa* to 
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harass and, if possible, ruin bis adversary j 
and although after six months incarceration, he 
was released upon bail, and that finally a judg-» 
merit was given, reducing the demand of his 
adversary more than two thirds, yet was thin 
tardy and insufficient act of justice a very poor 
recompence to a man, who returned, to find his 
farm unseeded, his stock and crops wasted, hi* 
trade fallen into other hands, and his whole af- 
fairs in a state of irretrievable ruin, though at 
the moment of his arrest, all had been prospe- 
rous and easy. Can it be wondered at, that his 
spirits sunk under the affliction, and in a short 
time he fell a victim to the malice of his perse- 
cutor. 

Another, and somewhat similar instance, oc- 
curred in the town of Douglas, only that in this 
case the misfortune resulted purely from the 
state of the laws, without premeditation or de- 
sign, A petty brewer was arrested and impri- 
soned for a demand of £140, by the adminis- 
trators of a deceased merchant, who founded 
their charge/ as they themselves acknowledged, 
simply on a conjecture that a quantity of barley, 
of which no account was to be found in the Hooks 
of the deceased, must have been sold by him to 
this brewer, because they were known to have 
dealing* together and because the said brewer 
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was believed to be of a character likely to take 
advantage of any neglect or omission on the part 
of the merchant, in order to evade payment. On no 
better grounds than these, this action was maintain- 
ed through four months, during which the man - 
lay in prison, his wife and child were reduced to 
absolute want ! his stock of beer entirely spoil- 
ed! and his trade, depending wholly on bis per* 
tonal exertions, completely annihilated. At the 
end of that time it turned out, that the only 
claim, which .could be proved against him was 
for £3. And the only justification attempted 
to be set up in extenuation of proceeding's so 
harsh and oppressive, was founded on the pre- 
vious character of the sufferer: An apology 
which can never be Admitted as sufficient, since 
it is obvious, that what was done in this case 
might just as well occur again to any other per- 
son, at the pleasure of a vindictive creditor, or 
indeed of no creditor at all; and assuredly 
to sequester effects upon a doubtful point, to 
deprive a family of support, and subject pro* 
party to arbitrary removal and injury, as well 
as to detain the body of the debtor, is utterly 
inconsistent with all the principles of justice! 
But that such, notwithstanding, is the law of the 
)and, I have the authority of one of the highest^ 
legal officers to assert. A question having beenr 
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•d^tMi*?^, hfttbe case of apfr^.iflCtr- 
Cf^tfed., fa a ; d$bt of iw9 t*»lfre4 . pounds, (the* 
d§J>t*r r having efl*pt$ on the MmA \u farm, 
produce, ap4 ( «t^k> to ai least' the valee of ' 
i^?QO,) vthfttber Iw. family wight stfbtrMtt s* > 
mjjqtb,fi[ftPUi tta;b)>Utof §ram,ai>d!oth«r^rticl»; 
a$j MfpuJ4 supports thotn tULtte matter caweJt* >: 
aj^cision^ T^.apsw^r t^w^qbjW^B^p&iikiy*^ 
aud t unqualified ; Degptige* witfe a . dodecatten*** 
. tl^,jpeg$n& the qu^tipp- nothing mpst bio tench** • 
e^ thf.wjiole bepg virtually uodet wresfc aod 
«4^ctc4 ; to U^^d^m^d. 
Upreafopabfc a* tfcgfe, proceedings- may ^ 

ov p$chftpfr;l shf^lduspetf: more, accurately i£/ 
I ,\R^,tp§ay % t^^Ut^gpractiee, betweetblria&f. 
lord a«d< it^a^jt \ tq.whiflb* however, baA>ne-.t. 
tii^ao*) » strangers r ace equally ilieM** A lend* 
lop) lmp^Wtely* on payment ofone year's rent, 
or v w*U4p .fourteen, > day* afUrit becomes due, 
cqq arrest tlft, property en the premises for thev 
en^p&yeai?,* Tfeis ^ is ..done, by the coroner for* 
that ^hc^difig, w^q, takes ^juvyt(>f four persons 
to^vala* the effefits^ and as the law provides, 
that if sucl} e%U wb?n sold do not realize the : 
valu*ti99> the, said jury are compellable to pay 
% them at ( the pries* eflfcgd* it may theoefpi* " 
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easily be imagined, they will take good care 
to , make ample allowance for contingencies* 
If the property arrested is growing corn, or bay 
grass, the farmer is restrained even from cutting 
or carrying it, at the harvest all he hqu a 
right to do is to give notice to the proper offi- 
cer, who is enjoined to use doe diligence to pro* 
tect the grain. Few farmers, however, oould be 
r^ry easy under the exertion of this second hand 
diligence,! Meantime an. attempt to sell any 
part of the property, or in any way to alter the 
state of what is so arrested, (though it shall be 
proved to be with the intention of applying the 
proceeds to pay the rent,) subjects the tenant to 
imprisonment, from which he can only be re- 
leased on giving bail to double the amomU of the 
current rent. To dwell longer on this would b? . 
absurd ; t\\e v bare statement i& folly sufficieot* 
borne ont v as it is by a recent case well known 
in the island, and which I have bo doubt will 
awaken attention, and may probably procure re* 
dresa. . 

.Perhaps no maxim can be more true than that 
to. comprehend an evil in its fall extent,, we must 
be t in some way Exposed to its operation or in- 
flqence : for on no other, ground qan we account 
fox the jealousy evinced by the Manx legislature 
in guarding the personal liberties and privileges 

Y2 



324 hIstorv of 

of natives, and the complete indifference exhi- 
bited by that body on the same subject as refer- 
ring to strangers. To such -a pitch, indeed, 
has this coercive spirit been carried, that an in- 
solvent act, though loudly called for in the 
island, and even recommended by the interfer- 
ence of the Honse of Commons of England, was 
withheld and opposed in all its stages j nor, I 
believe, woold it ever have been granted, had 
not a very plain intimation been given, that if 
such a measure for the relief of the unfortunate 
did not originate with the insular government, 
the British parliament would exert their own 
authority in the cause of humanity. In conse- 
quence of this hint, and its being warmly sup- 
ported in the house of keys by Mr. Curwen, 
then member for Carlisle, and also one of the* 
keys, # who declared, if it failed there he would 
move it in his place in England, the act at last 
did pass, by which a prisoner, after an impri- 
sonment of one year, might be released on the 
usual conditions of a complete surrender of ef- 
fects ; but the term of this act being limited to 
two years, is now nearly expired. It is remarka- 
ble that by the Manx laws, a debtor has an al- 
lowance of only 3s. per* week from his creditor, 
on delivering up bis whole effects, or I should 
rather say, after his property has been taken 
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from him ; which allowance is eventually to be 
added to the original debt* Whereas a person 
confined under a criminal charge, receives Is, 
per diem during his imprisonment, and retains 
his effects j so that it should seem in the eyes of 
this legislature, the crime of poverty is estimated 
as deserving much more severe punishment than 
is inflicted on breaches of the law ; more espe- 
cially as it is a rare thing to see the heaviest of- 
fences visited with any other penalty, except 
a temporary incarceration. Even in a case of 
murder, and that pretty well proved, the verdict 
returned being manslaughter, the criminal es- 
caped with only three weeks confinement,* where- 
as I have known a debtor languish in Castle 
Rushen eight years after he had relinquished the 
last remnant of his property. 



1 * I allude to the case of one Ciux, who jway indicted for 
the murder of his wife ; and on whose trial, before the .late 
deemster Lace, it appeared, that he had * perpetrated this 
crime with so much deliberation, as to wait the heating of a 
poker, with which he struck the blows which occasioned her 
death : yet was the verdict such as I have recorded above.* 
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fomments on tAe actual tffafe of (Society in fat 
Jsfand-— Characteristics of ike Jffatives—Tkt 
Clergy— Methodists. 

Having now given as full an accpunf of the 

history 1 of the island as iny materials wilt allow, 

and impartially pointed out the local disadvan- 
1 .. * ' i .1.1 * ■ i . f»-i^. >*?' 

tages a stranger may have to encounter, I must 

descend from the character of an historian ; and 
in order to form a more accurate " chartdu pays" 
it wi'l be needful to introduce both aneeddte'arid 
individual' character, as far as they may serve 
to illustrate the present state of society and man- 
ners, anc| enable my readers fo judge how far I 
am correct in the assertion with which I sat out, 
that the island offers a favorable retreat to per- 
sons of small fortune, and moderate habits. 
Having formerly published some letters in a 
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London paper on the same subject and *Hhthe 
same view, that of making- <mr neighbours on 
the opposite coasts better acquainted With the 
Isle of Mai* I shall not, I trast, be charged 
With plagiarism, if I mtfke a rtritatfenafent 6f 
*ome particulars there laid^own. In the minds 
of those who have thought of this place lit all, ^ 
strong prejudice has hitherto existed ag&indt it, 
-as a mere asyliiiii where debtors might elude tftte 
•claims of their creditors! thai the protectioh 
hitherto granted by the htWs ef Che iskmd, has 
in nranyiasttacea /touted thfe tto^rincipleS *hQ 
extravagant to a temporary residence, canfoot tte 
^denied; tart At is toft&lty tWe, tktft in vario* 
.bases, it fan* afforded k retreat) Wtote hf tfcfe 
practice «f economy those afifcitti b&*e teen r*. 
treated, and debts paid, which had the indivl- 
daaisbeen subjected to. imprisoBiriefit, with its 
attendant disadvantages aftd expenses, never 
would have been effected : but aft present the 
qdeation in all its bearings ttof be Ittld aside A 
of no farther importance. ... 

The insplfcr legislature, influenced by i fit 
qtrisition from thfe British government; tiaVfc 
thrown open a door to flie recovery *f fortfigfi 
debts; and the consequences of this act are, fof 
the present, most seriously felt in the Mind, 
whan* five funis brought itt by Grangers; in- 
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creased the circulation, and gave tbeVnecessary 
stimulus to commerce and agriculture ; but these 
very circumstances concur to form a most fa- 
Torable era for the introduction of those to 
whom, I am of opinion the island presents ad- 
vantages nowhere else to be found in the United 
Kingdom. 

In Great Britain, by the inroads of luxury 
and tjie tremendous increase of taxation, exist- 
ence is absolutely denied to that class which for- 
merly constituted the middle rank; whereas in 
the Isle of Man, these are precisely the persons 
best calculated to harmonize with the manners 
and customs of its inhabitants, in whose charac- 
ter habitual economy forms a very leading trait. 
By the vast increase of trade and commerce in 
England, and the consequent influx of .wealth, 
things have completely changed their names, 
whilst their natures have undergone no altera* 
tion. Prudence is now degraded into parsimo- 
ny, and prodigality has assumed the honorable 
title of liberality ; but as in this isolated spot it 
has most frequently happened, that people have 
had to contemplate the results of this transposi- 
tion of terms, divested of the glare attending its 
progress, as whilst the place afforded an asylum 
to the debtor, they too often found, that those 
who fled from the consequences of extravagance 
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09 one side the water, brought the same habits 
of expense and disorder to the other.; and as such 
characters are usually actuated by a sovereign 
contempt for those little minds who limit their 
expenses within their means; the legitimate fruit 
of this combination of profusion and scorn, was 
distrust and aversion* Hence it has become a 
rule that the stranger who would live well with 
the natives, was compelled to adopt their customs, 
and above all things found it requisite to avoid 
every appearance of profusion. When it is con* 
aidered how much we are the creatures of exam- 
ple, and bow many foolish things are done for 
no better reason than because others do them, or 
to evade the suspicion of poverty, the value of 
this remarkable feature must be duly appre- 
ciated. 

It has been alleged that the Manx people are 
illiberal and inhospitable ; but I speak from ex- 
perience- and observation, when I assert them to 
be neither one nor the other. Those characteris- 
tics I have enumerated, as generally belonging 
to the refugees settling here, and the high airs 
usually assumed by them, certainly prevented 
any degree of intimacy between two sets of peo- 
ple, whose arrangements were totally dissimilar. 
Nor would it have had any effect in producing 
unanimity, had the Manx hazarded their morals 
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by An attempt at assimilation. $ut it does not 
Callow that the aajue aversion to extend the circle 
jof^ociety , would operate to the exclusion of pttr- 
,80m more consonant to themselves. I .believe 
ih# very contrary will be the case, and that a 
£hprt time will suffice to root out all prejudice* 
4^0 Jthi* aubject, Meanwhile, in the Isle ef Men, 
lip sacrifice * (exacted to ostentation. There » 
Op «*le of expence established, to which 4)1 
VHWt conform, who would preserve a respecta- 
bility of appearance. The simple assertion, "i 
capoot ftffiwd it/' is accepted as both reasonable 
9#d beporabJe; and those whose duttrent ex- 
jiences are completely bounded by their income, 
pocupy a more advantageous station in the eyas 
of tbeir contemporaries, than those who, to make 
a great shew, go not only to the extent of their 
mews, but keep their credit also on tie full 
ptretch. 

Another- advantage, particularly ; to yduug 
housekeeper*, is, the entire absence of luxuries ; 
the market* offer few- temptations, and the sbof* 
very little beyond articles of necessity. Htere 
«re neither public places or gaming tables, even 
tavern meetings are iktl^ frequented, and the 
possibility Qf exVavagance ha*dly exist*. When 
tQ this is added the «^4jr& freedom from taxation, 
k, mipt he, evident, that a very nfurqw 



wijh tolerable manjagemejit, may jpypnt ,a ^ 
mily in £his island, to wijom ,it jr^rid <Wf^^ 

Five .food in Great Britain. 
Another particular inost favoraj^e.to.t^jtyajp- 
tenance of economy, lies in the hab^s qf ^e 
iouse-sepan.ts, wfto, ,being usually tr.au^d op#i 

'$*Pf .friW'Jff/ ^' T * W idpa ^ •**** PWWWB 
scale of ri|jjhts a,nd privileges, wjbich ha£ crept jp 

by combination and sn$era#ce in other flpjaajrjup; 
but it is a necessary cau^on fco $ofe .jp ho fiflujd 
projfit b,y the established customs, to pr&ift them 
that they musjt nqt atyemp); to mix f he jqtytw.e do- 
mestics yith any ofher$ ; flipd that th/sy mggt 
make themselves accwajn'tej} srjfh, and jfcpdjfjr 
enforce the esfab^heji practices gf Jb# «Hutfjrjf. 

T he !f r 7 aat8 ha YS; H» g£pp ral > *N»* ft liP**** 
knowledge of fhejr duties, but ifitfr a M-ttfp in- 
struction, prove useful an<j active. The pegMitr 
times of hiring is at May and, ^pyemberj for 
jhe ensujng six mqnt|$, if {jig persons hjc$d ab> 
sent tb.eiftsetygs ftpm tbejr service, vitbin (be 
term ojf e.^ftgfimeqt, fhey aje Hatye tg jtaRrispa,. 
pent; if dismissed hj the hirpjt, the tydj Wagtif 

$*#M ^ *S # li * ie S flf *«. WiVJ Wfe 

*t fl ttniyf BjaUj a^o^ed, ttat TO ^H* to* % 
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on this subject with great pleasure, as it relates 
to those of the Isle of Man, whom I consider as 
deserving the most honorable mention. To the 
indolence, carelessness, and even irreligion, too 
often exhibited in persons holding the office of 
ministers in England and Ireland, it is, I believe, 
universally admitted, much of the ordinary vices 
of the lower orders of people may be ascribed : 
the remark is trite, but not the less true, that a 
precept has little influence, when example takes 
a contrary direction. The graces of elocution, 
the charms of learning, the finest taste in the 
choice of discourses, can never counterbalance 
tile mischiefs effected by a negligent or immoral 
"pastor; his Sunday lectures can have no weight, 
whilst his weekly practice carries him through 
die haunts of vice and dissipation. Happily for 
this island, the inhabitants cannot, from experi- 
ence, appreciate the veracity of this maxim 
amongst the whole order of Manx clergy, though 
some may be deficient in learning, and even in 
that elevated strain of piety so necessary to give 
full efficacy to the doctrines they teach: Yet I 
will undertake, without fear of contradiction, to 
say, there are few, if any, striking instances of 
dereliction from their duties, and that, generally 
speaking, the established habits of the whole 
body are consonant to the best rules of orthodoxy. 
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When Bishop Wilson first settled in the Isle 
of Man, he fooigcl the clergy sunk in ignorance, 
and not rend^llcatle for propriety of conduct j he 
speedily i«w the necessity of striking at the root 
of an evil so extensive in its consequences, and 
he began by establishing a seminary under bis 
own roof, where, with unwearied pains, he trained 
up future candidates for the ministry : the bene- 
fits of this excellent plan are not yet exhausted, 
the pupils of kp pupils are still alive to propagate 
the blessing. : \ 

If the Manx clergy are a little deficient in the 
exterior, poljtih of those attainments derivable 
from a College education, they are, at least, pre- 
served from the contagion of vices too often at- 
tendant on a superior course of instruction, and 
retain a simplicity of character and correctness 
of mapners more conducive to the general good 
of those they have to instruct, than greater learn- 
ing would prove with less humility. 

Much emulation in reading and speaking has, 
of late, prevailed amongst the younger candi- 
dates, and the improvement in .these particulars 
has been very striking, even within the term of 
my own observation. Great part of this evident 
change in oratory may be ascribed to the influ- 
ence of the present bishop, whose discourses, 
which he delivers with calm, bat energetic so* 
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leinirtty, art particularly* impressive! Indeed,' it 
mhy'be truly said, that his Lordship Vexam pie, 
asVettaff his vigilant superintendence, are highly' 
ccttddcivfe to the preservation of refigiori in his 4 
difr&e&eT, ai'Wfclf a^ to the general' amelioration of 
mttftodi^'botfil in his clergy and people/ his own 
clrafart^r' being embellished with' all the* graces' 
deriVable from the high polish of elevated' so- 
ciety, combined and' corrected by the gentleness 
add moderation of genuine Chi'istiarifty. * 

The service is performed in most country ' 
chfbrtfeerf 'alternately in English' arid Manx, in 
thS'toWns of Dduglas and Castletown j the for- 
n^^afl^a^ 4 is* 'adopted "exclusively. The liv- 
ing^ 1 are hotte'of 'thfeni largfl, but they are pretty J 
ec^Hy^disfKMflred 1 ) the highest does *hot v exceed 
jESdOi'nor th^to>vfe&t ; faH berieatb'jE&O per^n^ 
tutfril' Ther 's^rificte^'of a curate is* almost un-" 
kriflwn, 1 arfd 'residence Verj? strictly enforced. I \ 
have witnessed ^vlth pleasure,' the respeit uftiver- 
•«fyMfcil^ and his family in 

setVfr&F [ pfifikWi f f wHer& such Observations" have" 
eotoi^'Hi^ffc'tay Wctaft'; and 'the * peaceful and 
orflferfy arrirfgern^nts* of 'these village-pastors in" 
th£§Pfc(A*&/1ia$ fbftsifcty reminded me of Gold-' 
tnttfOPi de&rfytioh'6f a simftar'character." 

•Td particbrarizfe^sotte 1 / cannot be done without 
injttttifce to btTifert^ I&t'there is brie niimster in 
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tife-isliad, in whose eulogy; I betieVe, all parties 
wiUicoMor4Wfth'»unquaii6td approbation. I re- . 
ipect the pioftft and unaffected : lfomiHty of this 
gentleman's mind too macbto raentidn bis namfe. - 
But, as « the friebd of MAn," a title universally 
accorded him, he is **H known in Msr little 
circicy where* hi* paternal care 1 is actively em- 
ployed to benefit and imrtrttet ; nor 'doeirhfe con- 
fine- his^ pious endeavors 1 to the narrow 1 lhttit^of ' 
hUowa^ parish-*- his writings abd exbbrt&ttoris 
takfe~a more extended range, and thfe griftd'hi'**. 
is. eoabtafc; to effect mast 1 return id blessings 'oil 
himself.* 

Th*;serorioe of the church is attended by thfe " 
laity witkPati appearance of devotibn, very edttyi u 
ing tu> witness;* nor is the rest *f the SabbAth pro- '" 
faned by riots and drunkenness, as is too often the - 
cfaeinlal£«r eewtnnflittes. A quiet wblk; or a lit- 
tie; ch* t from -house to liduse amongst th§ decfetft ~* 
villagers, seems to bound the Shrtday diversions/ 
Tbemettodiste *re, in this island,' an'mcreas- 
ing . sect. ' It appears, tliftt from their first insti- 
tution,- th*y -have been • favorably received ' here, 
as has ever been the case,, whea thfey have -as- 
sailed an ignorant or superstitious people. Wes- 
ley, who visited them in 1777, says of this plaee, 
" We have no such circuit either in Englandor 
Ireland ; it is shut up from the world ; there are 
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no disputes of any kind. Governor, bishop,* 
clergy* oppose not— they did for a season, but 
they grew better acquainted with us." 

I confess I do not wholly subscribe to the pre- 
judice entertained against this people j I firmly 
believe, as the candid and ingenuous Dr* Palsy 
observes, " that there is to be found amopgst 
them much sincere and availing, though not air- 
ways well-informed Christianity." ; That their,, 
devotion is too enthusiastic must be admitted, 
and where it goes the length of substituting faith, 
for works, the doctrine is undoubtedly, mofe than 
erroneous, it becomes highly dangerous. But 
these abstract points are not those which operate 
on the minds of the qauUijUide, nor are tbsy 
those which are generally objected to, or eneor 
considered by their opponents ; sumI though some 
far-sighted persons may discern a danger .to the 
church and state, from the prevalence of puri- 
tanism, I confess I cannot bring myself as yet 
to partake of their fears, for I am inclined to 
think, that the cry of the great mass, if duly 
analized, would be foudd to be as much excited 



* Dr. Hildesley was then diocesan. — I cannot help think- 
ing Bishop Wilson would have reiitted these innovator* 
with move seal. 
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by a high statin of devotion in general, as against 
the taethodists in particular; a very little extra 
attention to duty, or opposition to prevailing 
vices, has the effect to raise the hue-and-cry of 
hypocrisy. According to the • present system, 
dhrakenoess, debfeuchery, and profane swearing, 
ate all vice* incident to human nature, and for 
wbteh, fcharity commands us to' make every al- 
lowance, and continually to bear in mind the 
precepts of our Saviour against partial judg- 
ment*. Bat one seldom sees the same forbear* 
arise ekMMfted in decrying a praying psalm-ftingt 
tag rogue ; Ms sanctity, even though no outwaitt 
• impeaches it, is yet a subject of conti- 
'suspicion*, in short, hypocrisy, whether real 
or imaginary, seems to include all the deadly 
siOtj and to evadl this charge; no hazard, not 
even that of our eternal happiness* is thought too 
hutch. 

The evil conseqftences to the rising genera* 
tion, of this affected candor in estimating real 
vices, and this fearful avoidance of assuming vir- 
tue; must be obvious. Children, who continually 
hear all professions of piety ridiculed, and sus- 
pected, must naturally look on devotion as use- 
less or affected) and whilst every mention of a 
future 4tate* and every quotation from Scripture 
is avoided as methodistical cant, I would fain 

z 
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kaew by. what intuition thejr. are to obtafti tba 
knowledge, which* 1 trust* we ar« ootyottN 
riwd at the piteh of dtnyiog* ia aeceswy to 
sftlvation. 

My object in tbw digression is by no mtatsta 
advocate the oauae of epttupiasut, I only attk tfr 
decty absolute inrrtg^^i *W thafcisidaiae!by tb* 
methodists, ami anick more tium thtgr fdn.eftel^ 
wbuld bo Ur fatten perforated*, ty. the epligU+ 
ented tod rational r.clefgy of the estfUUqlia^ 
church, if jthay.vouk) only e*#rt tfieq^aiv** 
heartily; and oow^eotioqfly. m the wW,(m% I 
fully agra* with tfaatttber J J*»* |frfor*<|ittt*<k 
(J>rv,IV*y^ wh* pay%,< «;-J fc**4|Nrft> Jf*,»*r 
teofcd a»aeti*g*f the, w*M ifta>^ii*<»ra 
away wi*h tfcc nfetitiqpt J^W ditf^f#j wM<£ 
heard, was freip the-aobr&y* tfce good taupe* «pd 
I o»y addt the strength aod janMKMitgrJf f.ow 
Lord's discourses; 99 and, therefore, thoq£h J 
j*e»ld ratbfec hart tbe~ lower awfor* in»tnt*ted 
in matters of xeHgio^ j^et> ^y^e-We*odirt<^ 
than remain eompfeldy ip:>£OPfaainv iye* io 4h* 
J*le of Man t whe^inp^sa^ nagl^ft subsist* 
aad where Uie ck*g»y> from the head ef th# 
cboreh to the youqgefct oiefebftr of the el^s, are 
bc*b adequate to their office, *i^k ap*9$Mip ia per** 
forming" the duties enjoined on them, 1 tbifik in- 
terlopers are worse than useless* and shoddagre? 
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heartily in the sentiments of those whp wish 
some check or restraint should be imposed on 
their increasing influence; if the experience of 
all ages did not prove, that every species of 
coercion, in matters of opinion, has a direct 
tendency to strengthen and extend the evil. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Further Oboervations on tie Society— A* JUm*- 
ple presented to the Ladies far their Imitation, 
ekdnee d toktrifyfrem N>tJv# BssoeUmct Tht 
Pea s a ntr y - R eview of the Stato of Society at 
different Periods— Contrast betw e en the Na- 
tives and Strangers — Anecdote of the Latter. 

Xhjc situation of the Isle of Man, slowly emerg- 
ing from a state of depression, has been, for tbp 
last three centauries, peculiarly, unfavourable to 
literature; the supply of bodily wants will al- 
ways supersede the improvement of the mind, 
hitherto the people have learnt only to live, they 
may now " live to learn. 9 * But though little has 
been doue at home, the island has nevertheless 
afforded some excellent specimens of the effects 
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of foreign culture *n native talent; and when 
recalling the names of those who, owing their 
birth to tWe confined sphere, hare contributed 
to adorn, instrnet, or- defend* die parent state, 
every. Manxman will record with pride the dis- 
tinguished names of Colonel Mark Wilkes, the 
historian of India; the learned lexicographer, 
Dr. Kelly; Captains Haywood and Kelly, of the 
royal navy, gentle m en not more distinguished for 
courage and ettterprtae, than for science in their 
profession ; these are all luminaries, of the pt&- 
esnt dajf, and doubtless there may be many more 
Equally worthy of notfee. I have beard of only 
one native pott, ind bis tsisnts, thoogh certainly 
labeve thediocntgr, were snlfcto*,** evaporate in 
1<**1 setite^of which, tbp hnpnnr is now, lost* 
and in coarse the momentary. eotraseations at- 
tendant on. bis essays, haw expired with the sub* 
joels whence they sprang. 

On the whole, I believe it mast be admitted, . 
(hat Mona is not poetic ground, and it seems to 
me, that the character of the Manx, when it 
shall be completely developed, will be found 
bettet* adapted to solid attainments, than to those 
fights of fancy, which carry the enthusiast into 
the regions of fiction. 

But even to the doe cultivation of those ta- 
lents derived from nature much is still wanting 
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and the/aaiidi^B'br.i<Martatfaearab^ J«t 
to.be laid? the .yqsy Aehvy aspe n c fr as Welt as 
Ate JDCMTenedce rttqadhat ; <m:*eaititag:b^«o 
Eaglaiwi, atstafciqfcaritob famUMTtfethi, adapting 
-this plan, whilst 'ilmeflrltb'de it*/*** apt to 
aborted; ttei*ieeftrft»4b rtufch fthafcfefritare ite 
.advantage «ff aimgelar edacAtiboJahd tto**ath 
ybuhg mai; to comparing tthe aftaffltoettaaf Ms 
cbten^sormmfc witfelti*«wii;i»ifc'ftbem mrfeaiijr 
Mil seal* thafc»l^MB»ftttoeit*e^^nm- 
4atkw%o todvanee flMrdr rttae^oeLIt ; :.oir*'.A<>:' 
. Whenever £*s p wsfr*- *to» fcfc. pedagogue 
thall: gfo» jklaee.ftl oaly eadooplitww dtfcepl 

4flHrfr& fweriopeiitog^to'fcadwna iivtfciHiiie*<l 
4rast <the attmpt ^bif«tAe^teide«.tet.id4faB. 
stfecasfc rf *)&' ape uiikttaluag* modaiMafaiHUf 
terms are essential at. Urn* putamt{ the .valriaajf 
tdaoatisa, i<rttbBi%naofcfeitly eppreti*tof> to 
^^ittaMadljhvfoflb'fntavrnB^ «pdciallj <heA*a dte 
inhabitants hrtfe asoertaiaad the veal *xieteace«f 
Uhim aMitfb^ vAnofr thdfjr tote? tee* tangfcfefte 
doubt, froaaf the eafravagaat :aad Juafcandcd >pety 
feasiom by wtftH ti*y hatee too oftei* hfdk 
duped. • 

The Jtfana ladies weald tave just epait of 
complaiot, if I should paw them over, m stteut 
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aogket^* 1 oeofees I atop* their ootem with 
^Wto'ifm*, iogk thoOef who doc not :know them* 
MdiMde .me of flattery, 4n44hose who <to* 
ahook) charge me with severity . 

In speaking of the fetaale pott of the cmrnu* 
arity, I shall : pass lightly ever, the occasional 
TisUom, and (•Bib **t tfemarica almost wholly 
to the natives, thole who 5 have come hither from 
other countries have tfeldoa presented good spe- 
ointyens; 1 either extravagance or necessity are 
badly calocriattd teferia the character of wo* 
asaa mthe best nftmtd, moAto one or ether of 
these* canst* may bo ascribed roost <of the eim- 
gratkms which have hitherto tafcftit {dace. For 
totfe wittevs wW probaMy have better subjects 
to describe, £*)t UHaow the most striking traits 
ettbibited by these fair wanderers' have been a 
eovereigtf contempt for those they lanae lo live 
amtfigst; a prodigious iippancy/ vast affecta- 
tion of high breeding, and pretensions to a rank 
in their o#n country, not always beroi oat by 
fccte. Witfc those ladies t* was usual to pass 
4heii<tiiri*fH querulous regftft'fet the Yale trhich 
had condemned Iheto to hrriidfatd' so h>w a sphere, 
and etfger aitticipaWm* of HwAr rfetttrtt to it ntora 
^atftidefrciiwle. tfbc HI poltey of shewing thfo 
aversion to the rttlW they htfrf chosen, most be 
plain, to buy fcofeprehenstori ! no one returns 
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estoeas, for rsatossft, audi nothing could be 
merecateral than to jaia in the regiwt thai lea% 
expmeri, that fcrtufte had compelled 
take a station in so c ie t y , wbereAbay fen 
welcome or hsietarf gacats. 

The generality of n*iiTe ladies belong to thttk 
Tank most favourable tp feuuniae virtues, neither 
elevated by superior i*nk, tafeut* or attain* 
ment*, nor sunk in vulgar, and degrading igao* 
ranee* They ale admirably calculated to peiw 
form their relati.ro duties, and instance* of dem* 
liction are, in oonse^nence^ extaemoly ram; that 
they have not received the .last polish, or. a*» 
quired those arte phieh embellish, tbe ohem^of 
virtue where she it, and outwardly supply hec 
place where she is net, is moat true; but oeithap 
do they exhibit those glaring vices, or that of* 
fensive disregard to propriety, which we #*»*- 
times see accompany extraordinary intellectual 
advantages. 

The tern rftiilMnff uW to befeuarfin 1fca 
Manx vocabulary, nor, do. the young ladies* 4* 
their pwtheraftr them, lay violent tads qp adn 
miration; . but rather, wait with perfect quietus* 
till.it i* spontaneously offered* I du not, indeed,, 
consider the We of Man as the abode of Cupid- 
or the Graopsj » fw^ral, the Doomages cm* 
tracts by tjie natives, (though they takt ptaft 



another unready ago), art founde d on pruden- 
tial oataeiaUorav no man, however youthful, mar* 
riasaienly for low; yet, as soon ** any one is 
established in bostnesa or housekeeping, lie natu- 
rally looks out for a wife as a necessary appen- 
dage to. his domestic economy, and in his 
choice is influenced by parity of circumstances, 
by early associations, or some such motives, in- 
dependent of the tender pawon: jn general, the 
same quietude of sentiments actuates both sides, 
yet are these marriages* inmost instances* for- 
tnteate in their tesatts; a couple thus united live 
together oa the best terms, they co-operate in 
their pwwits, habit aeon gives them an undevi- 
ating conformity, and permits their lives to 
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The ladies are in general, admirable econo- 
osistsy and good mothers; they are rather fond 
of dress,, btftcven this teste is so circumscribed, 
that.it nftter leads thft* beyond the bounds of 
deceifey, whilst the vigilant superintendence of 
a narrow society restrains them from extrava- 
gance. . 

. Jnjthepettutt of edoopikfa pursaed by the 
yMng lo^fes* alltfeftt is^ommonly called accom- 
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pKshment, is ettimed frith such difficulty and 
expence> that the Attempt is generally reltn- 
^Mied; for, although in Douglas there are two 
female ached* of Mleriable celebrity, yet their 
plans are toe superficial for csoc nt U d good, 
and their efforts entirely crippled 1 by die want of 
waste r s to assist in those branches of knowledge 
moatty conducted by the other ewt. 
* TKe style of visiting is like that which pre* 
vails in most country towns- in 'England; they 
meet to play cards, to practtee a little extra-judi- 
cial inquiry into the proceedings of flicfcr neigh- 
bours, to relate their own domestic afttctions, to 
show their new clothes, and to kiU ttme) tat 
for any intellectual attai*mftnte, : farany"bm«t 
of sentiment or flow of soul/ 9 it is as little to he 
foond or expected here, as in any other circle of 
the same confined dimensions; ahrf I own I have 
often observed, with smiling wonder, the avidity 
with which they indiridoalJy rtm from, house to 
home all the morning, to repeat ithe same news, 
practise the seme eqnttosie** end make the tame 
inquiries separately, which the identical set most 
hear, see, and answer over ngnife, collectively, in 
the evening. The only scenes of active and pob« 
lie amusement hitherto established, to bring the 
young people together, ate monthly balk, which 
are weU attended. I wonder nothing like a book 
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•sriely km been attempted amongst the ladies; 
Iicm pereaaded they have capacities for higher 
attainments than they have yet pursued, and 1 
*he*M rejoice to see their associations take a 
superior tooe. 

• I ■ would fititt persuade my cetemporaries to 
assume the graces and charms of virtue in her 
best dress and character ! to employ their time in 
acta of benevolence : to guide the ignorant, 
stimulate the -idle, and substitute active good* 
ness for the negative praise of harmlessness. 
Intie place that lam acquainted with, are there 
heller opportunities for this advance in real 
irevth I the female character here presents al- 
most a spotless surface! there are no prevalent 
vices to combat ! no fashionable crimes to era- 
dicate) ftM that is required is to improve, em* 
U stti uh , and call forth latent, good qualities, and 
give efficacy to dormant virtues! a purpose 
which I have 'little doubt* a. very few examples 
weald soffit* to dfect, and I think I cannot 
belter conclude this short essay than with the 
character of a Manx iady not long since de- 
ceased; who, with only the narrow means of 
cultivation this island affords, presented in her 
life, and left behind at her death, a complete 
exemplification of all that is valuable in woman* 
I borrow the words from the sermon, preached at 
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ber fanefel, and I might call eft the vhh 

ekcle of her acquaintance, to say if the piety** 

exhibits one exaggerated feature. * . 
« Her piety, though silent m its 

and secret in its springs, powerfully h 
ber life, and conversation, sweetened bar; 
per, softened her manners, and elevated fees 
views; from the exercises of public worahJp* 
from the retirement of her closet, and. the perasai 
of the sacred- volume, she returned to the active 
duties of her family with renewed energy:— 
« looking well to the ways of her household, end 
training up -her children in the way they should 
go, the heart of ber husband safely trested. 
in ber, and she did him good all the days of haft 
life/ All ber duties were performed with safe 
gleneps end sincerity, she walked in her family* 
and neighbourhood as the angel of consohtfce* 
offering a balm for every wound, and e remedy 
for every distress; often have the sick and 
dymgr experienced relief .from her charitable aid, 
and often .has. her welUtimed assistance trasptad ■ 
ed pain, and arrested the progress of misery. 
" In discharge of ber relative duties die wa* 



* Extract from a funeral sermon preached on the death of 
Mrs. Stawell, by the Rev. Thomas Howard, vicar of 
Braddon, 
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ptoenhariy «aemplary, her conduct as a daughter 
was marked by the moat- dfeerful obedience, 
and the meat watchftil attention: no language 
can convey an idea of the tenderness of her 
affection for her partner in life^Hihe was his 
companion in health, his physician, in sickness, 
ever anticipating his desires and pifienting his 
wishes* Her attachment to* her children was 
-tender, rational, and constant ! she taught them 
by her precepts, bat stiH more by her example 
to observe and adorn the doctrine of their Saviour 
in all things. 

44 The close? of such a life might well be ex* 
peeled to be peace, and such it wa9, solid, sub- 
stantial, well-grounded ptace and hope; for 
although it was the will of heaven to remove her 
it* the • prime of life, and though her sufferings 
in the last wed: of. her existence were calculated 
to try her firitb and patience, to the uttermost, 
yfaft f she regarded them as the appointment of 
unerring wisddm, and endured them in silent 
jftranflfoittityvand resignation, exerting herself 
4nly te console those whom she waa about to 
tea**,* and to poibt tbfcir hopes to a future meet* 
)ngw bliss/' 

- I believe no Manx woman can peruse thi* 
jmlogaum without soma degree of exultation, 
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and I trust also, not without an earnest nidi ft* 
follovr such an admirable example. t 

The general description give* of thellhux 
peasantry is, that they are sullen, unmoved* by 
benefits, and to a degree beyond all bounds-fold 
of litigation. I am not prepared wholly *te deny 
these charges, but I think I may, without de- 
viating from the strictest troth, ofierfeomathmg 
in the way 1 of defame and explanation. A* 
eoredly they are not a grackras people^ they are 
*)uw in their apprehensions* asd somewhat *oUU 
hearted in manner, if not in reality,, particularly 
towards strangers, of whom circumstance* have 
engendered a degree of suspicion, which k now 
almost engrafted in their nature, and which only 
time, and an improved comae of. education tain 
eradicate. The charge of ingratitude; also ad* 
mils of considerable palliation . This sentiment, 
in uncultivated minds, must ever be in an eosartt 
ratio with their tense of the benefit conferred 5 
now it is most certain, that what an Bnglish 
peasant ~ would consider as a state of acturf 
starvation* is scarcely regarded by a Manxman 
as including any particular deprivation; from 
their birth they are habituated, without effort or 
design, to live very hardly. Herrings, potatoes, 
oatmeal, and these in very tttoderafc* quantities 
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ate the get*m\ &re equally, at the small native 
fanner and the Mneweri * ■. tr 

The latte* resides ooatootedly in a cottage of 
of mud, under a roof of straw, so low that amaa 
of middling stature can hardly aland erect in 
any part of it * if. to tho eotoaabn neeessarie* 
pbove stated the good people nadd a stock of 
torffer the; fire, aadaoew fed in the Janes and 
hedges, they enjoy the utmost: abundance of 
which they haw any idea. A* chaff bed for the 
whole fcrtrily, a Wool and* wooden -table, con* 
utitute the fwlsitore of the maaaion, and hero 
they vqgdtotoi in heaps, wailing, the recurrence 
»fthti hearing fishery for the reaewd of plenty, 
and .when their stores fall soinewhat short of 
their consumption* they tafce such calamitie* 
with patience m matters of coarse, which must 
fe*ppe», but lor which the remedy will com* of 
kiMtkf in due season ; or may be sought la a 
case of extremity, by spending a day or two in 
febeitrat a neighbouring farm, 
. > When therefore a stranger, viewing this seems 
with compassion, (because to him it would be a 
uttrte 1 of extreme misery) satisfies his own feel* 
4ogs.by gifts,- which the objects of his pity never 
desired, and scarcely know how to -use, ought 
he to wonder that he excites none of those senti- 
ments of gratitude which the same benefit* 
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woald aatsrally produce m other places, should 
he be angry that the Manxstnan anderstands as 
little of this refined feeling as he did of his own 



On the other hand, there are traits of hospi- 
tality inherent in the character of these peasants 
which bespeak a nataral generosity, and which 
it .is remarkable «re preserved in the greatest 
parity, where their exercise-' must be attended 
with the most considerable self-denial. s No 
cotter, however poor, will refase to his neigh- 
bour or acquaintance a share of his herrings ahd 
potatoes, small as the portion may be that is pro- 
vided for his own. consumption/ and though 
their miserable bed be crowded by a whole 
family, they still find a corner for a native tra- 
veller, who seeks the shelter ' of a lowly* roof, 
and these, good offices are extended with the 
most una&cted simplicity, and accepted morfe 
as a right than, a favour. 

The love of litigation is a charge which H is 
more difficult to meet with a doe apology. Yet 
even on this subject something may be said. In 
the first place it is almost wholly confined to the 
lower .orders. In the higher circles of the 
Manx, -.whether gentry or traders, there is as 
little, disposition to .vexations or petty suits, as 
in the same classes in other countries, where the 
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access to {air is guarded by expence and diffi- 
culty ; on the .other hand, the peasant ha$bg£ti 
accustomed from infancy to consider the deem- 
ster as the guardian of his rights, and an in* 
fallible decider of all disagreements, to whom 
be might apply whenever he felt himself injured 
or agrieyed, and that, not entirely in the cha* 
racier of a judge greatly elevated above himself 
who must be approached with awe, and who 
from want of experience could enter into none 
of the petty grievances brought to his cognizance: 
but on the contrary, the Manxman feels that 
this officer has a close and local knowledge of the 
character, circumstances, tod family history of 
every client in his little district : and he remem-t 
bers too, that a very short time perhaps has 
elapsed since the deemster moved in the same 
Sphere with himself. Each man also, partial 
to his own cause, and knowing the decisions are 
to be governed by circumstances as they can be 
mfede to appear, has a hope, by telling his own 
story, of prevailing against his adversary. At 
all • events the expence incurred is trifling, and 
the disgrace of failure none at all. 
. x This habit of referring the merest trifles to 
judicial authority, diffuses a knowledge of the 
laws, or rather of .the practice, neither beneficial 
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nor improving : every native man, woman, and 
child, understands the legal terms, and can 
dilate upon the history of actions, tokens, 
charges, and appeals, with technical precision ; 
and the pertinacity with which a common pea- 
sant will pursue a causethrough all the different 
courts, is both ridiculous and tormenting. I 
heard an instance in point from very high au- 
thority, which I shall repeat as it was related 
to me. 

" A man had made a charge of five shillings 
for digging * grave, the customary price being . 
only two shillings and sixpence. The affair was 
contended in the lowest ecclesiastical court, and 
in course given against the plaintiff, who thence 
carried it to the bishop, and being still foiled, 
has had the obstinacy to appeal to the metropo- 
litan court at York, where this ridiculous cause 
is still pending. But these contentions are ge- 
nerally amongst themselves, and form but a 
trifling subject of annoyance to strangers, *ho, 
with very little temper and caution, may keep 
clear of these petty inconveniences, which will 
never wholly subside until the legislature shall 
impose a tax upoti law proceedings, and thereby 
render them less accessible to the peasantry, or 
till the deemsters, being remunerated by govern* 
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iriefit at a fixed arftl competent salary , : in lieu of 
the fees now granted, shaft find It for their own 
ease to discountenance litigation'. 

The only military force at present in the 
island, are the Volunteers, or local militia : there 
Were formerly two fencible regiments of native 
troops' in the pay of government,* but these 
being reduced at different times, a regiment of 
veterans took their place, who were however 
recalled when the war broke out again. It is 
probable (he present system will not continue 
long, but that either a permanent force will be 
raised within the island; or some regiment from 
Great Britain be stationed here,, it being abso- 
lutely necessary to have some troops for the 
protection of the prisons, and also to guard the ' 
stores; and enforce the authority of the custom- 
house officers against smugglers. It is a curious 
fact, that during the long period of war, when 
t£ was universally allowed that a single priva- 
teer might have ravaged the island, or laid 
cither of the towns in ashes before assistance or 
protection could be afforded from England, 
yet no care Was taken to organize those means 
bf defence winch were easily within the reach 
of the inhabitants. It is true that at every com- 
manding point, all round the coast there were 
cannon; but these lay dismounted and useless, 
Ai2 
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though, at the same time, government was 
paying a salary to an ordnance-keeper for his 
neglect. Bat immediately on the conclusion of 
peace an engineer being sent over, has ever 
since been actively employed in building bat- 
teries, arranging stores of ammunition, and 
mounting the cannon, as if it had been appre- 
hended that, when all the rest of Europe was 
' restored to tranquillity, the arms of the united 
potentates would be turned against the Isle of 
Man alone; at any rate, if this idea is consi- 
dered as futile, 1 must leave it to clearer politi- 
cians than myself to say, why these measures of 
precaution were not taken before? or why they 
have been taken now ? 

If what I have said has failed to convey a ge- 
neral idea of the society and manners, of the 
people, 1 know not how I shall make my account 
more accurate. In fact, except a, few national 
traits, which remain permanently fixed, the fea* 
tares of the whole people have ever been liable 
to great variation, and are constantly influenced 
. by the different classes who come amongst them; 
of some of the most striking of these changes, 
it may be amusing, before we conclude, to take 
a slight review. 

In the earliest times we imagine the court of 
the kings to have been adorned by knights and 
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damsels, whom fancy is allowed to paint in a)l 
the splendour of chivalry and romance! next we 
find a race of peasants in mud-walled cottages, 
decked out on holidays, and at fairs, in their 
best blankets, and leaving us in some doubt what 
kind of drapery was substituted on less impor- 
tant occasions; sunk in extreme ignorance, doz- 
ing amidst foggy mountains, and dreaming of 
an intercourse with fairies and mermaids, or 
trembling at the power of witches and de- 
mons. 

The next great revolution, converted these 
half stupified beings into a community having 
a mixed character between traders and robbers, 
who united the meanest traits of both profes- 
sions, living by the exercise of fraud, and a sort 
of bastard courage called forth only by the pro- 
spect of gain, and wholly inapplicable to any 
better purpose: hitherto they had formed little 
connexion with foreigners, or had been little 
visited by them ; all their varieties hpd sprung 
from internal circumstances; but at length a . 
new scene opened, since which the changes have 
been more rapid, and of shorter continuance. 

Luxury, as it advanced in Great Britain, con- 
tinually drove out those sons and daughters of 
dissipation, who had sacrificed too largely at her 
altars, to expiate their vices or their follies in 
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other climes; and when, the revolutionary war 
broke out, the continent being closed against 
such incursions, the Isle of Man became the sol* 
retreat left, open to them. At first, the anima- 
tion and spirit which accompanied persons of this 
cast, threw a chajro over their derelictions, and 
the natives, dazzled by the polished manners and 
.superior acquirements of their visitors, opened 
their hearts and their houses to them; hut this 
cqrdiality was short lived. Gold had, at this 
time, become one of the household gods of the 
Manx, and it was not possible to preserve this 
deity inviolate from the attacks of the strangers, 
hence arose suspicion on one side, and contempt 
on the other; so that, at last, both parties drew off 
into separate associations, and all chance of con- 
ciliation was at an end. It is now about twelve 
years since this feud was at its height, and, as 
that was the period, of my arrival in the inland, I 
was both astonished and alarmed at the .enipity 
then existing between them. The weekly p^per 
was the instrument of war, and the angej; ri df 
both sides was vented in repartee and ii^uendo, 
in which attacks, it must be owned, the advantage 
lay with the strangers. 

The Manx continually threatened f o withdraw 
the protection afforded to these interlopers, who 
in their turn warned them, that the island would 
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be mined by such a measure: they insisted that 
all the prosperity of the country originated with 
them! that it was supported by their money, 
and 'might be civilized by their example; in 
fact, to listen only to one side, any one would 
have supposed these were a class of missionaries 
who had made a pilgrimage, with the disinte- 
rested view of diffusing light and wealth, whilst 
the Manx as sturdily denied the benefit, and 
expressed their wish to be left in mediocrity and 
ignorance, rather than be annoyed by the airs of 
superiority assumed over them. It was in the 
height of this contest that a new clan arrived to 
divert and occupy the public attention. These 
were a tribe of duellists, or what Addison would 
have called " Mohawks" chiefly drawn from 
the green shores of Erin, and no sooner had 
they landed than peace spread her wings, and 
for many months was* heard of no more. I am 
not exaggerating when I assert, that every even- 
ing closed upon a quarrel, and every morning 
dawned upon a challenge! explanations! apolo- 
gies! points of honour! and effusions of valour 
formed the sole subjects of discourse! No meet- 
ing, however peaceably arranged between the 
most intimate friends, could ever break up with- 
out a deadly feud, which nothing but lead and 
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gunpowder could allay; for a length of time tip 
whole island, [but Douglas in particular,] w*s Hi 
a state of ferment, till the meeting? grew sk> 
frequent that even terror was ^rorn out, and it 
began to be observed, that by some, lucky chanc* 
the heroes still gathered bloodless laurels; so 
that at last, the heroines left off to faint) or to 
fear, and it became necessary to make some* 
body weep, that ^very body might not laugh. 
At length two gentlemen did meet in rea{ 
earnest j and one fell a victim to Molock; yet 
such was the apathy with which the scene was 
regarded, that although at the moment of this 
melancholy event there were, as usual, a group 
of the u Mohawk" tribe assembled to witness 
the rencontre yet did they all take to flight in 
different directions, and left the unhappy man. to 
breathe his last unassisted and unsupported. 

This is thp first and last fatal duel upon re- 
cord in the Jtele of Man, since that time the 
mphawks havej " worn their arm? with a differ* 
ence" and. to a certain degree J^e peace; of t the 
community has been restored; the principals fled 
the island, apd the rest of the parties, dividing the 
reflected glories of this exploit between t^em, 
sat down pretty quietly under the shade of; their 
honours; only nqw and then taking advantage 
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ft&4to Renewed faws of the ladies/ to nutter *a 
ex&Hiatiany look fierce and exiubit their shift *t 
ippufftog cwdles with pistol balk. 
~- B#t as it iefcut of aat are wholly to repress the 
effervescence of original firfe, the ■ * MttomM* 
next assumed a new fancy ; they clothed them- 
selves in long* dark cloaks, encouraged the 
growth of their whiskers and mustachios, girt 
their loins with leathern belts, in which they 
stuck pistols, and a stiletto, and in this terrific 
array did a band of these worthies parade the 
streets of the town ; yet I must do them the jus- 
tice to say, I never heard of any essential mis- 
chief achieved by them, though one of them 
planted the lawn before his bouse with cannon, 
and certainly killed all the ducks arid geese 
of a neighbouring farmer with grape-shot; 
but. as he liberally paid the damage, it was, 
perhaps, as well as any other market to which the 
good dame could have sent her poultry. 

Since this epoch there have been few striking 
alterations in the state of society, till .the passing 
of the new act. At the present time all is 
peace and good order; the dissipated are nearly 
extirpated, the riotous effectually restrained, and, 
if I am not greatly mistaken in my calculations, 
the period is arrived when all distinctions 
being done away, the most easy and social inter* 
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course will henceforth be established between 
natives and strangers, or rather, considering 
themselves as subjects of one government, the 
invidioos distinction will be lost altogether in the 
and enviable name of Britons. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Some characteristic Superstitions of the 
' Manx. 

The lower and middle orders of the Manx 
are, in common with all uncultivated people, 
greatly addicted to superstition; they have the 
fullest belief in fairies and witchcraft, and to the 
supernatural influence of one of these imaginary 
powers nearly all the good or ill that befalls 
them is ascribed. As these popular prejudices 
sometimes throw a considerable light on the cha- 
racter of a nation or people, I shall relate a few 
of the most prevailing legends, as specimens of 
the general faith. 

Each of the two castles of Rushen and Peel 
4>as itfl appropriate apparition. In Rushen, are 
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said to be subterraneous apartments, inhabited 
by genii, and giants, their existence having 1 been 
ascertained by more than one adventurous hero, 
whose' intrepidity has carried them through the 
mists and obscurity in which the paths leading 
to these abodes are enveloped. Besides the se- 
cluded inhabitants, there are two spirits of differ- 
ent degrees of importance, the one being the 
apparition of a Woman executed for infanticide; 
the other, no less a personage than the magnani- 
mous Countess of Derby; who, it is constantly 
affirmed, takes her nightly round on the walls 
of the castle, where she has been encountered 
by a multitude of persons, and at great dis- 
tances of time ; bnt no one has yet had so madh 
compassion on either of these perturbed spi- 
rits, as to ask the cause of their wanderings, 
without which formula*, according to the esta- 
blished etiquette of ghostly courtesy, it is impos- 
sible they sboald either reveal their uneasiness, or 
yest in their graves. 

At Fteel Gasde is a spectre of still greater 
mtortety, called the Manth£ Doog, who, so 
long as the garrison was maintained,- made his 
nightly visits to the guard-room, in the shape 
df a large black hound; this alarming visitor 
had continued the practice for so great a length* 
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of. time, thtyt the spldiers grew familiar with 
bis presence, and one at length, inspired by 
liquor, took the resolution to follow the animal 
to his retreat, which pone had yet ventured to 
explore. It was in vain his comrades sought to 
restrain the hardihood of this champion; he 
actually sat . out in pursuit of the mysterious an-* 
trader; but on bis return, which was some- 
what speedier than they had expected, he was 
deprived of all power to relate his adventures, 
being both speechless and convulsed, in which 
^condition he remained three days, and then died. 
This tale is alluded to by Walter Scott, in his 
poem of MarmiQn. 

" But none of all the astonished train 

Were so dismaj'd as Deloraine r 

His blood did freeze, bis brain did burn, 

Twas fear'd his mind would ne'er return ; 

Fbr he was speechless-, ghastly, wan! 

Like him, of whom the, story no, 

Who spake the spectre Hound in fifan." . 

A long story is very gravely related in Sache* 
verel's account of the island, which I shall re- 
peat in his own words. 

" In the year 1690, upon the late king's going 
to Ireland, a little boy, then scarce eight years old, 
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frequently told tfc family in which be lived, of 
two fine gentlemen who daily conversed with 
him, gave him victuals, and something out 
of a bottle of a greenish colour, and sweet 
taste to drink. This making a noise, the 
present deemster, a man of good sense and 
probity, went into the mountains to see if 
he could make any discovery what they weft. 
He found the boy, who told him they were 
then sitting under a hedge about an hundred 
yards from him. The deemster bade the boy 
ask why he could not see them; the boy 
accordingly went to the place, put off his 
cap, and made his reverence, and returning, 
said it was the tf ill of God they should not be 
seen, but the gentlemen were sorry for hip in- 
credulity. The deemster then pulled out a 
crown-piece, and asked the boy what it was ? he 
answered — he could not tell. He then bade him 
ask the gentlemen: from whom the child, re- 
turning again, told him they said it was silver, 
and had shown him a great deal of such silver, 
and some yellow silver besides. 
* " Anottier day, a neighboring minister going 
into the mountains, the boy told him they were 
then in a barn hard by, exercising the pike. He 
went to the place pointed out, and saw a pitifc- 
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folk moving about in all the proper postures of 
exercise; upon which, rushing into the barn, the 
fork was strode to the roof, but no person to be 
seen. Another day, the boy came and told Cap- 
tain Stevenson, that one of them came with his 
hand bloody, and said he had been in a battle in 
Ireland. The Captain marked the day, and 
though they had no news for nearly a month 
after, yet, when it did come,, it agreed exactly 
with the time Colonel Wdlseley had given the 
Irish a considerable defeat. 

" I could give you," adds this author, " an hun- 
dred other instances during their stay, which was 
above a month j but, at last, the king came with 
his fleet into Ramsay Bay, which, one of them 
telling the other before the boy, he answered, it 
was well the king was there in person, for if he 
had sent never so many generals, his affairs would 
not prosper— and, speaking to the boy, told him 
they must go with'the king into Ireland j that he 
might tell the people of the island that there 
would be a battle fought between Midsummer' 
and St. Columbus day, upon which the future 
fortune' of Ireland would depend, which exactly 
agreed with the battle of the Boyne j that the 
war would last ten or twelve years, but that, in 
the end, King William would be victorious over 
all his enemies." 



Dior i»4be belief id these supernatural appear* 
aoees become obsolete* To this moment, every 
damsel who rambles beyond the precinct* of the 
fam^yard at night, in cars the danger of meeting' 
fiurie^ aiad it is seldom they return without a 
CftrcttustaatiaL history of miraculous adventures; 
GeHips, the poet, caJfa Man the « feiry4a*d ? * 
afend as to , the influence of witeherttft, ifr is art 
article of fakb standing on muchf higher ground 
thfem the creed. 

If a fisherman makls one or two unsuccessful 
trips, he 'instantly proceeds to exorcise hi* boat 
by barning. .gorse or straw in the centre, and 
carrying the flaming material to every crevice 
where it is supposed the evil spirit may continue 
to lurk* If; a cow is diseased, or any difficulty 
occurs in churning, the operation of the evil eye 
is immediately suspected, c*nd a strict inquiry is 
made as to who may have been lately upon tire 
spot, for the power of doing mischief is by no< 
means confined to a few malignant individuals, 
but seems to be generally ascribed by every one 
to an adversary, or a rival. 

Conversing on this subject with a farmer of 
good information on general affairs, he expressed 
the utmost astonishment, not unmixed with- ter- 
ror, at the scepticism with which I listened to 
some of these supernatural histories, in corifirma- 
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tion of which, he related one story* to thfe tfath 
of which, he offered to bring unquestionable evi- 
dence, if my unbelief should yet maintain its 
ground. He asserted* that two years before that 
time, he and a neighbor were in treaty for the 
sale and purchase of a poney, but, differing about 
the price, his neighbor, vexed at his disappoint- 
ment, put an evil eye upon the beast, who m- 
ttanthf, and without other visible cause* became 
so lame as to be wholly useless* and so continued 
for twelve months ; when, by extraordinary good 
luck, another person called on him, who had on 
bis part the power to discern these unrighteous 
influences where they had been exercised, and 
to do them away by a counter charm. No sooner 
had this man cast his eyes on the animal, than 
he pronounced his lameness to have originated 
with the malignant purchaser, and after perform- 
ing certain ceremonies, he assured my informer 
that the spell was broken, and that within a few 
hours, the poney would be restored to perfect 
soundness and strength, all which, in course, 
happened as foretold. 

The witches and fairies of Man are neither' 
supposed to combine, nor to produce exactly the 
.same effects* by their power, the former being 
wholly employed in acts of aggression, whilst the 
latter have a mixed jurisdiction, and can pro* 
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due© both good and evil by their operations. 
They are accustomed to perform certain frolics, 
which shew some degree of humor and whim ia 
their propensities: they are also easily assail- 
able by bribes : thus the dairy-maid, who would 
space herself unusual exertion, regularly makes 
the offering of a small pat of butter, or a piece 
of, cheese curd, which is affixed to the wall of 
the dairy, and is believed to propitiate these, in-* 
Visible agents. The livers of fowls and .fish are 
Uniformly sacrificed to the faifieb. AtMidaum» 
menoeva, when their power is of uplnnited extent, 
flowers And herbs are the only barriers Jto. their 
incursions, and these are regularly spread on the 
door and window^iiLto protect the inhabitants* 
But one of the; most curious ceremonies, and 
wlrich v I. believe, is peculiar to the Isle of Man* 
is,. that of hunting (At aton, founded on a iradi* 
tion, that ia former times, a fairy of uncommon 
beauty, exerted sdoh undue influence ova* the 
male population, that* she at various timps.se* 
duced. numbers to follow her footsteps, till, by 
degrees, she led them into .the sea, where {be; 
perished* This barbarous exercise bf power had 
cobtiitued for a. great length of time, till it was 
appreheoded the island would he exhausted of 
its defenders,, when a knight-errant sprang op, 
w^o distioferedsome means of countervailing the 
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charms used by this syren, and even laid a plot 
for iter destruction, which she only escaped at 
the moment of extreme hazard, by taking the 
form of a wren ; but though she evaded instant 
annihilation, a spell was cast upon her, by which 
she was condemned on every succeeding New 
Year's Day, to reanimate the same form, with the 
definitive sentence, that she must ultimately pe- 
rish by a human band. In consequence of this 
well authenticated legend, on the specified anni- 
versary, every man and boy in the island (except 
those who have thrown off the trammels of su- 
perstition), devote the hours between sun-rise 
and sun-set, to the hope of extirpating the fairy, 
and woe be to the individual birds of this spe- 
cies, who shew themselves on this fatal day to 
the active enemies of the race : they are pur- 
sued, pelted, fired at, and destroyed, without 
mercy, and their feathers preserved with reli- 
gious care, it being an article of belief, that 
every one of the relics gathered in this laudable 
pursuit, is an effectual preservative from ship- 
wreck for one year ; and that fisherman, would 
be considered as extremely foolhardy, who should 
enter upon his occupation without such a safe- 
guard. 
. Another tradition preserved by Waldron in his 
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Account of the Isle of Man, relates, that about 
fifty years before his residence there, ap adven- 
ture had been achieved, of which there were 
living 1 witnesses in his time. It originated in a 
project, which was conceived by some philoso- 
phers, to fish up treasures from the deep, by 
means of a diving-bell. A venturous hero being 1 
enclosed in one of these machines, was let down, 
and, in his descent, continued to pull for more 
rope, tilt all they had on board was completely 
expended, though such had been their precau- 
tion, that they had gone out provided with a 
length of line which, according to their calcula- 
tion, was sufficient to descend at least double the 
number of leagues that the moon is computed to 
be distant from the earth! At such an extreme 
depth as this adventurer had explored, great 
wonders might reasonably be expected, and 
such he encountered, for when, after awaiting, 
his further Signal till their patience was exhaust- 
ed, his companions wound up the rope, and 
brotfght the submarine traveller to the upper re- 
gions again. He gave a most splendid account 
of the scenes he had left.—" After," said he, *< I 
had passed the region of fishes, I descended into 
a pure element, clear as air, through which, as I 
floated, I saw the bottom of the watery world* 
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paved with coral and a shining 1 kind of pebble, 
which glittered like sun-beams reflected on glass; 
On looking through the little windows of my 
prison, I saw streets and squares on every side, 
ornamented with huge pyramids of crystal, and 
one building in particular attracted my attention, 
composed of mother of pearl, embossed with shells 
of various descriptions, and all colours. Having 
with infinite difficulty forced my enclosure to- 
wards this palace, I got entrance into a very 
spacious room j the furniture was amber, and the 
floor inlaid with diamonds, topazes, rubies, and 
emeralds : I saw also several rings, chains, and 
castanets, of all manner of precious stones, set 
after our fashions, which, I suppose, had been 
the prey of the winds and waves* These were 
hanging loosely on the jasper walls, and I could 
easily have made a booty of immense value, if, 
at the moment when I had edged my machine 
near enough to reach them, you had not inter- 
posed between me and my good fortune, by the 
precipitancy with which I was drawn back at 
the moment of success." * 

This qtory, which, at least, proves the poetical 
talent of the adventurer, may .serve the metrical 



* See Waldron's Works, page 17G. 
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tale-mongers of the present day, and give a little 
variety and relief from the tiresome sameness of 
silver moon-beams and verdant meadows, espe- 
cially if duly interspersed with the loves of the 
mermen and maids, who, according to the nar- 
rator, inhabit these splendid abodes. 
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CHAP. XX. 

* 

Prices of Provisions — Rent — Servants 1 Wages, 
&c.-~*The Author* Farewell to he* Manx 
Friends. 

Ai^i that remains of my task, is to give that 
promised scale of prices, which may enable per* 
sons interested in the inquiry, to form an estimate 
of the expenses incident to a residence in the 
Isle of Man; and having done that, to take 
leave of my readers in general, and those of this 
country in particular. 

Rent will be found to be the heaviest article 
of family expenditure. A respectable house of 
from ten to twelve rooms can scarcely be met 
with in a good situation, either in Douglas or 
Castletown, under £30 or £40 per annum. The 
towns of Ramsay and Peel offer accommoda- 
tions at a much lower price. Lodgings furnished 
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are let in proportion ; unfurnished, few can be 
met with. 

The best mode of providing moveables is from 
Liverpool) where they can be purchased cheaper, 
freight included, than in the island j except at 
sales, whence many persons collect their furniture 
on very moderate terms ; but these transfers of 
property are much less frequent than they were, 
when the resort of strangers was greater. 

Wages of female domestics are in proportion 
to their abilities, from £4 to £? per annum. 
Those who neglect to hire at May and Novem- 
ber are often greatly inconvenienced, as in the 
intervals, few good servants can be met with. 
The natives will always be preferred on expe- 
perienee, notwithstanding they are somewhat 
less intelligent, yet are they much more trust- 
worthy than those from the neighbouring coun- 
ties, for this obvious reason, that^persons of good 
character in that class will hardly find it neces- 
sary to leave their native place in pursuit of 
lower wages. Men servants, to occupy the posts 
of butler, groom, or even footman, are hardly ' 
to be procured : their salaries are in consequent 
quite undetermined. 

Butcher's meat is somewhat above the pro- 
portionate rate of other articles, except pork, 
which is often as low as 3d. a lb. for the rest, 
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beef, mutton, and veal, average 7d. Wheat is 
at this time only 3s. the bushel ; fine flour 20s. 
coarse 1 7s. the cwt. Oatmeal is an article of 
general consumption, being made into flat cakes 
as a substitute for wheaten bread, and. always" 
used at the servant's table. 

Of well fed and fall grown fowls or ducks the 
price is 2s. 6d. the couple ; a goose from 2s. 6d. 
to 3s. a turkey from 3s. to 5s. Fish is abundant 
and cheap, a good dish may aliport always be 
had for one shilling, sometimes for half the sum. 
The sorts most abundant, besides herrings, are 
rock cod, whiting, mackerel, gurnet, haddock, 
with most kinds of flat fish. None of the shell 
fish are very plentiful, except crabs. Scollops 
and lobsters are to be met with in the season ; 
the latter, large and small together, are sold for 
9s. the dozen. The oysters on the coast are not 
good, but a supply sometimes come in from 
Ireland. 

Wines and liquors are articles of luxury to be 
hail on very moderate terms. Port about 28s. 
the dozen, which is of an excellent quality ; the 
white wines are neither so good or so cheap j 
and with regard to the former, it is much the 
best plan to import a pipe. This is usually done 
by economists, and where the quantity is too 
mpch for one family, two or more join together, 
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and by this means procure a better article con- 
siderably under the retailer's price. Bum is 9s. 
the gallon, brandy 18s. geneva 10s. * As a cus- 
tom prevails of rewarding all small services with 
a glass,, it is the practice with most people to be 
provided with an inferior sort of rum for this 
purpose. Ale is sold in barrels at one shilling 
the gallon ; but this price is far beyond the ave- 
rage of malt and hops j and if families were to 
adopt the practice of brewing for their own con- 
sumption, they would find an essential saving* 

Coals are from 26s. to 34s. according to quan- 
tity or scarcity, per ton. Grocery is regulated 
by the English price, except tea, which is much 
lower. A new settler is at first much puzzled by 
the difference between Manx and English mo- 
ney. In general the prices charged in the shops 
are calculated on British currency, but the deal- 
ings in the market, and with the country peo- 
ple, are carried on usually upon the old terms of 
14d* to the shilling. Butter is from lOd. to Is. 
the lb. eggs twenty for a shilling on au average 
of the year. 

AUthat I have new slated. refers to a residence 
Id the towns ; but persons to whom a strict eco- 
nomy is either desirable or necessary, would in 
all probability find it combined with more ease* 
and comfort at a short distance in the country, 
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where very good family houses are easily attain* 
able with ten or twenty acres pf land on mode* 
rate terms. The wages of a labourer are from 
121, to 141. per annum with his board ; or if he 
maintains himself, and is a superior workman, 
J 3s. per week in summer, and 10s. in winter. 
The price of a good cow in full milk, is from 
101. to 141. according to \he size. The quan- 
tity of milk averages about four gallons per diem, 
two of these will supply a moderate family with 
seven or eight pounds of butter per week, be- 
sides the ordinary consumption of milk and 
cream. If in addition, . they can raise their 
own grain, potatoes, and poultry, the articles 
to be purchased with money come within a very 
moderate compass. I know several families of 
eight or ten persons who have adopted this sys- 
tem, and live in the utmost ease and abundance 
on 3001. per annum, many of them keeping a 
carriage; by which, however, I mean simply 
a convenience for moving from place to place, 
combining neither shew nor state, driven by the 
laborer in his Sunday clothes, sitting behind the 
same horses he at other times follows in the 
plough or the cart : for as there are no taxes on 
these sort of vehicles, nor even a turnpike to add 
to the charges, the first cost is the whole consi* 
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deration ; and this may be large or small accord- 
ing to the taste or the ability of the purchaser. 

The foregoing estimate, 1 think, cannot fail 
to prove the assertion with which I set out, that 
in point of expense the Isle of Man offers a fa-< 
vorable retreat for persons of middling fortune : 
for if the advantage and recommendations thus 
set forth, are not considered as more than a coun- 
terbalance to the few defects and inconveniences 
which I have stated with equal impartiality, it 
must be, that I have failed in my intended de- 
scription of both ; or that an undue weight is 
given to points which, in fact, though material 
, blemishes in the constitution, are yet far from 
being generally felt. In writing the history of 
the island, and particularly of its present state, 
I should have been justly chargeable with disin- . 
genuity if I had disguised or omitted palpable 
facts ; but nothing can be more true, than that 
numbers have resided for years without feeling 
the operation of these evils, which are like a 
latent or an hereditary distemper, neither felt or 
seen till concurring circumstances awaken and 
call forth the lurking evil. 

For ray self, a short time will remove me from 
the island ; yet shall I ever look back to it as a 
peaceful and happy retreat from the storms of 
life. To many of the native inhabitants I am 
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proud to acknowledge my obligations. I have 
received from them acts of kindness, warm from 
the heart, and embellished with a liberality and 
grace that would do honour to the most polished 
state of society. At this moment I feel strongly 
impelled to give words to the feelings of grati- 
tude by which I am impressed, and am only re- 
strained by the fear of offending those whom I 
should " seek to honor." I believe there is an 
unobtrusiveness in the Manx character, too near- 
ly English, to bear without pain a public ex- 
pression, even of praise. All then that I can 
properly offer, are my good wishes ; and most 
earnestly do I hope, that the temporary depres- 
sion felt here, from a variety of contingent cir- 
cumstances, will soon subside ; that the enlight- 
ened state of the population will ere long have 
its legitimate effect, and restore the island to a 
higher degree of prosperity than it has ever yet 
known, without that contamination of morals, or 
injury to national character, for which mere wealth 
can never offer an equivalent. . 

A short space of time, a little correction of 
defects in the laws, and a hearty co-operation 
with future settlers, is, T am persuaded, all that 
is wanted to effect this desirable end. The Isle 
of Man has within itself the seeds Jboth of ease 
and plenty ; and surely the wisdom to give them 
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due cultivation, will not be wanting in a people 
who have in the last few years made such rapid 
advances in intellectual improvement. Most sin- 
cerely do I hope, that if fate will not allow me 
to witness the result which I anticipate, yet that 
at any rate I shall have the consolation, in a few, 
a very few years, to hear that my hopes and my 
prophesy are fulfilled in their utmost extent. 



\ 



APPENDIX. 



No. 1, or. Letter A. 

Particulars relative ta the Execution of James, 
Earl of, Derby. 

On Monday, the 13th of October, 1651, my 
lord procured, me liberty to wait upon . him, 
having then been close prisoner for ten days; 
he told me the night before Mr. Slater, Colonel 
Dnckenfield's chaplain, had been with him from 
the governor, to penratad* his lordship that they 
were confidant his life was in no danger. His 
lordship told, me he patiently heard his discourse, 
but did not beliero him, for, said he, " I was 
resolved not to be deceived with the vain hopes 
of this fading world." After we had walked a 
qtmrter of an hour, and discoursed 4m bis com- 
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mands to me, in order to my journey to thte Isle 
of Man, toochiog his consent to my lady to de- 
liver it op, upon those articles his lordship had 
signed for that purpose; with his affectionate 
protestations of his honour and respect for my 
lady, both for high blood and goodness as a wife, 
and with much tenderness to his children there, 
especially my Lady Mary, and was going on, 
when, on a sudden, came into the room Lieut. 
Smith, a rude fellow, with his hat on, who told 
my lord, he came from Colonel Duckenfield, 
the governor, to tell him he must make ready for 
his journey to Bolton. He replied, " when* will 
you have me to go ?" — u To-morrow morning, 
by six o'clock," said Smith. " Well," said my 
lord, " I Uiank God I am readier to, die, than 
for my journey ; however," commend me to the 
governor, and tell him, by that time I will be 
ready for both." i 

; Then that impudent rebel, Smith said, " Doc* 
your lordship know any friend or servant that 
would do that iking that your lordship knows 
of? it. would do well if you. had a friend." My 
lord replied, " what do yon mean ? would you 
have me find one to cut off my own head?"— 
Smith said, " My lord, if you could get a 
friend?" My. lord answered, " Sir, if those men 
that will have my head, will not find one. to cut 
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it off, let it stand where it is; I thank God my 
life has not been so bad* that I should be inttru* 
mental to deprive myself of it, though hie hath 
been so merciful to me, as to be *cll resolved 
against the worst terrors death can put upon me; 
and for me and mj servants, our ways have 
been to prosecute a war by honorable and just; 
means, and not those barbarous ways of blood* 
which, to you, is a trade." -Then Smith went 
out, and called me to him, and repeated his dis* ' 
course and desires to me j I only told htm that 
my. lord had given him a final answer on that 
head/ On my coming in again, my lord called 
for pen and ink, and Wrote his last letter to my 
lady, also to my Lady Mary, and his sons in the 
Isle of Man. 

- In the meantime, Mr. Paul Morean, a servant 
to his lordship, went and brought all the rings 
he could giet, and my lord wrapped them up in 
several papers, and writ within them, and super- 
scribed them to his children, friends, and ser- 
vants. The rest of that day (being. Monday)- 
he spent with my Lord Strange, Lady Catha- 
rine, and Lady Amelia. At night, about six, I 
came to him again, when the ladies were gone 
away ; and as we were Walking, and my lord 
telling me that he would receive the sacrament 
the next morning, and on Wednesday morning 

c c 



both* io cam* tho afomasd Sknib, and said, 
w If y tod, the governor desires yon will be 
ready Io go in the morning abort seven o'clock. 
My lord faplied, « lieutenant, pray taU the pa- 
wnor I shall »a» have occasion to go so early ; 
by nine o'clock will serve qty tara, and by that 
time I will ha ready : if ho has earlier ocoasieo, 
lie may take his own hour." 

That night 1 staid sapper with nay lord, who 
waa exceedingly eheerfnl, and well co mp osed, 
and drank to Sir Timothy Featberstone (who 
suffered at Chester a week after in the saipe 
cause), and said, "Sir, b* of good cheer, I go 
willing before yon j God bath so strengtbeped 
«*e, that yon aballhe*r, by hia asftistanoe, tb*t I. 
shall submit both as a Christian and as a selditr* 
to be both a comfort and an example to yon/* 

Then he often remembered my lady Mary, 
and the honorable little masters, and drank to 
me; and onoa to .all his servants, especially An* 
drew Browne, and said he hoped now that those 
who loved him, wenM not forsake his wife and 
children, and ho Mated not but God would bn 
a master to them, and preside for (ham after kia 
death. In the morning, bis, lordship delivered 
to me the letters for the island, and said, 

" Baggeiiy, deliver tiiese with aty most tan* 
der affection to my wife and sweet children, who 
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ihall tentmde with my prayers (at thcut, to the 
last minute of my life} aifed I hare instructed 
yod in mil thibgs respecting year jburtey. But 
as to th*t sad pari of it respecting them, 1 say 
nothing; but year owta iilence and looks wifl 
best fell tie message. The ftod of heaven 
direct yaa, and prosper afcd comfort them in this 
day of deep affliction and dartrcm." 

His lordship then took leave of Sit Timothy 
Peotharstooe much in the same manner as the 
night before* Mr* Grdpen and three othdr g*n» 
tfanen, who ivtie coademMd* came out 6f tht 
dtfngeon, and hissed his hted, and wept at taking 
leave* 

My lord said, " Gefrifemen, Ood trims mi 
keepyoft, I hope now that my bktod*ill mtimfy 
for all that wtffe with me, for yon shall hoar I 
die like a Christian, a man* a soldier, and an 
obedient snbjeot to the most jo* and virtuous of 
pripots " JtStat wte were ottt of town about 
half a mile, xtty ktfd meeting his two daughter*, 
lady Catbermo and Amelia, alighted from his 
horse, And, with a humble bohatiomr add noble 
oarriag* kneeled daw* by the boot of the coach, 
add prayed for them j then rising up, took lit 
leave and departed. This was the deepest scene 
of sorrow my eytes over beheld, to much grief, 
cc2 
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concern, and tender affection on both side*, I 
never was witness of before. 

That night, Tuesday, the 14th of October, 
1661, we came to Leigh* near Warwick, and in 
oar way thither, his lordship called me to him, 
and bade me, when I arrived at the Isle of Man, 
to commend him to the archdeacon there, and 
tell him, he well remembered the several dig* 
courses that passed between them concerning 
dehth, N and the manner of it j that he had often 
said, the thoughts of death could not trouble him 
in fight, or when with a sword in his hand ; hut 
that he feared it would somewhat startle him 
tamely to submit to a blow upon the scaffold, 
" But," said he, " tell the archdeacon ftom me, 
that I find within myself a* absolute change ai 
to that opinion ; and I Mess my God for it, who 
hath put these comforts and courage into my 
soul, I can, with resignation to his Almighty 
will, as willingly lay my head down ujfbn a 
block as ever 1 did upon a pHlow." 

My lord at supper made a competent meal; 
saying he would ' imitate his Saviour; a supper 
should be his last meal in this world, as it was 
his Saviour's before he game to the cross, which; 
he said, he should do to-morrow. 

That night he spent upon his bed from betwixt 
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ten and eleven until six- the next morning*. ' As 
he laid him down upon his right side, with his 
hand tinder his face, he said, " Methinks, I am 
like a monument in a church, and to-morrow I 
shall really be so/ 1 As soon as he arose, and 
had said his prayers, he shirted himself, and said, 
44 this shall be my winding-sheet;" then he said 
to Mrv Paul, ^ see that it be not taken from me, 
lor I will be buried in it." Then he called for 
my Lord Strange, to put on his order once this 
day, " and I will send it to you again by Bag- 
geriy, and prhy return it to my gracious sove- 
reign when yon shaH be do happy as to see him, 
and say I seat it in all humility and gratitude 
as I received.it, spotless, and free from any stfrin, 
according to the honorable example of my loyal 
ancestors." 

. Then he went .to prayer, and my lord com* 
manded 'Mr. Greehalgh to read the decalogue, 
and at the end of every commandment made his 
confession, and received absolution and the sa- 
crament. < After which, he called for pen and 
ink, and wrote his last speech, and a note to Sir 
Edward Stanley. When we were to go, he 
drank a cup of beer to my Lady, Lady Mary, 
little masters, the archdeacon, and all his friends 
in the island, charging me to remember him to 
them all. Then he would have walked into the 
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church to hereaefn Sir T.F'gfW* fclfc :*ee 
not permitted, neither would they let him rids 
that day upon hit owd bone, baft tbejr set bim 
en a little galloway, Jeering, *» tbey said, the 
peopte would rescue him. 

As we were going about the middle way te 
Bolton, the wind came easterly, which my bird 
observing , celled to me, end sajd> * B*flg*ly, 
there i* * greftt difference betweee yen end w* 
ww> for my thought* ere fixedt end I knew 
where I shtll rest at eight; andto.de not yon* 
for every little alteration of wind or weather, 
mp** you of this world, fan* o«*.jft0i*fc to an- 
ptber. Yfu mutt lease me, end #* tq my wife 
sukI children in tip teU oC M*»; btf» in lb* 
meantime, do not leave me, if possible, bet stay 
to see me buried, as I told you, and acquaint my 
d$«r wife ^ud family w*th our partieg*" 

Between twelve and. one of the dock on Wed* 
pesday the 15th of October, 103], the Bert ef 
Derby came to Bolton, escorted by two troop* 
of horse aqd one company of foot* The people 
every where praying and wecftipg as he week 
even from the castle of Chester, bis prison, te 
the scaffold at Bokon, were bis soul was freed 
from his body* 

His lordship was, ordered to stppafteboese 
near the cress at Bolton j and parsing it# said* 
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«tbb mart he myweast" then alighting, and 
goiog into a ehambett With, some of hi* friends 
«ad servants,* had time allowed Urn till three 
•'cloak that day; the scaffold not being ready, 
became the people of the town rtfafeed to strike 
a nail or give any assistance to it* Afaoyof 
them oayng* *h** since the. war began,, they 
had suffered asany and great Jones, hut never 
<«> great nthbt this was the greatest that ever 
befell Ihem* that the fieri of Derby, their loid 
and patriot, should lose his life, and in that bar- 
barons manner^ 

His lordship,- a* I told yen, having till three 
odetk allowed him, spent all thtt time with 
his friend* that were with him in prayer, and 
tetttog them bow he had tivtd and prepared fer 
fcisdsatfc, and how the Lord bad strengthened 
him against the terrors etf it. Afterwards be 
desired then to pray for bin again ; and liter 
giving some good instruction to his Am, the 
Lord Strange, he desired to be in private, where 
we left htm, and he continued on his knees in 
prayer some time, then called for us again, and 
telling us how wilting he was to die, how oen- 
testbe was to past widt this world, and that the 
fear of death taae no great trouble to him since 
hie imprisonment, though ho had always tiro ' 
with naked swords, night and day in 



Ins chamber. He had great trouble mod concent 
for his deer wife end children j and whet might 
become of them after his death, was often in his 
thoughts, and sat heavy upon trim ; bat now he 
was satisfied that God would be a. husband and 
a father to them, unto whose Almighty Brotec* 
tion he committed them; and taking leave. ef 
his son, he caHed for en officer, and teld him he 
wwr ready. At his going towards the sctfbld, 
the people -cried and prayed. His lordship with 
a courteous humility said, " Good people, I 
thank you all ; I beseech you, pray for me to 
the last. The God of Heaven, bless you, the 
Son of God* bless you, and God the Holy Ghost 
fill- you with comfort/ 9 And coming near the 
scaffold, he .laid his hands upon the ladder, say- 
ing, " I am not afraid to ga up here, though to 
my death/* Then walking a : little upon the 
scaffold, settled himself at the east end of it, and 
made* his 
* * ... ? , 

ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE. 

" I am come, and am content to die in this 
town, where I endeavoured to eomethe last time I 
was in Lancashire, as a place where I promised 
myself to be welcome. In regard to which the 
people bare reason to be satisfied of my lore and 



ftfcction for them, and that they now uoder*tand 
that I am not a man of blood, as some maK« 
essusly and falsely slandered me with ; being 
acquitted of that by many gentlemen of great 
worth, who were in the fight id this town, and 
I am confident there are still some in this placet 
trhb can witness my mercy and care in saving 
the lires of many, men that day. 

M As for my crime, as some call it, to come 
into this country with the king, I hope it de- 
serves a better name, for I did it ia obedience 
to his Majesty's commands, whom I hold myself 
obliged to obey, according to the protestation I 
took in parliament in bis father's time. I confess 
I love monarchy, and. I love my master Charles, 
the second of that name, whom I proclaimed in 
this country to be king : the Lord bless and pre-* 
serve him. I do believe and assure you, that 
he is a virtuous, valiant, and discreet prince, and 
I wish so much happiness to the good people of 
the nation after my death, that he may enjoy 
his right, and then. I am well assured they can* 
not want theirs under him. I confess, in the 
presence of God, I always sought for peace, 
and I had no other reason; for I wanted neither 
estate nor honour ; neither did I seek to enlarge 
either at the expense of others' lives and fortunes, 
or the invasion of the king's prerogatives. 



" My predecessors were, fcr their loyalty and 
good services, rawed to a high condition of ho- 



nour and fortune, as is weU known im this 
try j aad it is as weH known, that I aa 
detnned to die by Ids Majesty's enemies, by new 
aad unknown laws. The Lord send t» our re* 
Kgion again ; as far that which is practised now, 
it bath no name ; and I think there is more talk 
of religion than any practice or gaod effects 
thereof. Truly, far me, I die for God, the 
king, and the laws.* At which words a trooper 
said, "We hare no king; and will have no 
lords;" when some sodden fear fell among the 
soldiers, and hi* lordship was interrupted, which 
some of the officers were troubled at, and his 
friends much grieved. Hb lordshrip seeing their 
troops scattered in the 6treet, cntthlg and dash- 
ing the people, he said, " Gentlemen, what is 
the matter? where is the gailt? I fly not, and 
here is none to pursue yon/ 9 Then his lordship 
perceiving that W might not speak freely, turned 
himself to his servant, and gave him his papers, 
and commanded him to let the world knew what 
he had to say, had he not been interrupted; 
which is as foDoweth, as it was written nnder 
his own hand : 

. " My sentence, trpon which I am bronght hi* 
ther,. was by a council of war, which council I. 



Jtad feftem to expect would J»*e justified my 
plea of quarter for life, that Wing ancient and 
Jlepturable ptat amongst soldiers, and not yio- 
ltted tiU tW* time: 1 am made the first preoe* 
dtpti* the cafe, and I earnestly with that no 
others suffer in the like manger. Now I must 
die, and I thank my God I am ready to die 
.with a good and clear conscience, without malice 
Jta . auy up*n any grounds whatsoever, though 
others would not shew mercy unto me upon just 
and fair means; but I forgive them, following 
the esample of my Saviour, who prayed for his 
tmwm, and so do I pray for woe. As for my 
faith and religion, I profess and believe in one' 
flriy God, * n<1 in J**** Christ his only Son, 
who (tied ,for me and all mankind, and from 
whom I loqk lor flay salvation, that is in and 
through his only merits and sufferings: and I die 
a dutiful non of the church of England, as it 
was established in my late master's reign, and 
as it is yet professed in the Isle of Mao, which 
is no smaU comfort to me. And I thank my 
God for the quiet of my conscience at this time, 
and for the assurance of those joys which he 
hath promised* and are prepared for all those 
that love him* Good people, pray for me; I do 
for you. The God of Heaven bless you all, and 
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send you peace and prosperity, that God, who 
is troth itself, btesft you with peace. Ajnen." 

Presently after die uproar was over, his lord- 
ship, walking on the scaffold, catted for his ex* 
ecutioner to come to him; and desired to see the 
axe, saying, " Come, friend, give it into my 
hands, I'll neither hurt it, nor it cannot hnrt 
me, for I am not afraid of H;" and kissing it, 
gave it to him again; then he asked to see the 
block, which was not quite ready, and taming 
up his eyes, said, " how long, good Lord, how 
long?" Then putting his hand into his pocket 
gave the headsman two pieces of gold, saying, 
"this is all I have, take it, and do thy work 
well; and when I am upoa the block, and lift 
up my hands, then do your business, but I fear 
your great coat will hinder or trouble yod, pray 
put it off." 

Some standing by, bid him ask his lordship's 
forgiveness; but, being ejiher too sullen or too 
slow, his lordship forgave htm before he asked 
it; and by the other side where his coffin stood, 
spying one of his chaplains on horseback amongst 
the troopers,. said, "Sir, remember me to your 
brother and friend; you see I am ready, but the 
blolk is not; but when 1 am got into my cham- 
ber, which I shall not be long'out of, (pointing 
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to ht* coffin), I shall then be at rest r and no 
longer troubled with such a guard and noise as 
I have been." Then turning himself again, he , 
saw the block, and asked if all was ready ; then 
going 16 the place where he began his speech, he 
said, "Good people, I thank yon for your, 
prayers, and your tears, I have the one, and have 
seen the other*" And bowing, turned towards 
the block, and then looking towards the church, 
he caused the block to be turned and laid that 
way, saying, " I will look towards thy sanctuary 
whilst I am here, and I hope to live in thy hea- 
venly sanctuary for ever hereafter/ 9 Then tak- 
ing his doublet off, asked how he must lie, say- 
ing, " I never saw any one's head cut off, but I 
will try how it fits-" so laying him down, and 
stretching himself upon the block, he rose again, 
and caused it to be removed a little, and stand* 
ing up, and looking at the executioner, said, 
" be sure you remember what I told you, when 
I lift up my hands, tnen do your work. 9 ' Then 
looking at his friends about him, said, bowing, 
" The Lord be with you all, pray for me;!' and 
kneeling down made a short prayer, and bowing 
himself again, said, " The Lord bless my wife, 
and children, and the Lord bless us all.? And 
laying his neck upon the block, and his arms 
stretched out, he said these words loud, J* Bless* 



ad b* God's holy name, for ever and erer— »Aneav 
Ut the whole earth be filled with hit glory " 
And then lifting up hie hands the executioner 
did his work, and we hope and doubt not but 
God hath done hm, sated bis soul, and taken it 
into everlasting felicity. After which nothing 
was heard in the town but sighs, sobs, and 
prayers. When his body was taken x*p r and 
stripped as he bad directed, and laid in his coffin, 
there wn thrown into it the following lines, by 
an unknown band: 

" Wit, bounty, courage, three in one lie dead; 

« ( A Stanley's hand, Vere's heart, and Cecil's head." 

The next day his corpse was carried from 
Bolton to Ormskirk, and there deposited with his 
renowned ancestors. 
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Rev. Mr. Wilson's Letter to the Earl of Derby. 

MY LORD, 

NcTHiKe. bat a sense of doty and gratitude 
would have put me upon this liberty ; bat because 
I. have reason to believe it concerns your lord- 
ship, I can willingly hazard all future favors 
your lordship designs me, rather than be silent 
m a matter of this moment, .though I have no 
reason to fear any such consequences. I do, 
therefore, with all imaginable submission, offer 
these following particulars to your considera- 
tion. 

Fust* Though several of the debts be, as your 
lordship urges, unjust, and, perhaps, most ,ef 
the hills in part unreasonable, yet is it very pro* 
baMe, that a great many are really just j and if 
these are not paid, those who suffer have just 
complaint to God and man, which must certainly 
have an itt influence on your lordship's affairs. 

Secondly. That several in this neighbourhood 
ace undone, if .they are not speedily considered ; 
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they are forced to the last necessity, some to sell 
their estates, others to leave their country, or 
lie in jail for debts which are owing to them 
from your lordship. They come day after day 
with tears and petitions, which nobody takes any 
notice of; and so your lordship never comes to 
know what they suffer. Your lordship sees what 
methods the rest, vrho are more able, are taking ; 
and you best know what may be the conse- 
quence; but however it ends, if their demands 
are just, they will still have reason to complain 
of the wrong that is done them. 

Your lordship is never suffered to know the 
influence these things have on your temporal 
affairs ; but I am ready to make it out whenever 
your lordship shall think it your interest to in- 
quire into this matter, that you constantly pay one 
third more for what you want than other people 
do. I know very few care or are concerned at 
this ; but I cannot but see and lament this hard- 
ship, which cannot possibly be remedied till your 
lordship has taken some order with your credi- 
tors, and reformed those who have the disposal' 
of your monies. 

I am not able to foresee how these things 
will £nd, and one cannot tell what they may be 
forced to attempt. It is too likely that if any 
disturbance happen in the government, their 
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wants may make them desperate, and their nam* 
bets insolent. I have been lately told, some of 
them have threatened some such thing. "And 
now, my lord, if 1 have said any thing unbe- 
coming me, I hope your lordship will pardon 
me, and think it a fanlt of indiscretion rather 
than design. 1 mean honestly, and that your 
lordship may think so, I do protest in the pre* 
seftce of God, that I had rather beg all my life 
than be so far wanting to my duty, as not to 
have given you these short hints, which your 
lordship could not possibly have, but from some 
faithful servant, as I presume to subscribe my- 
self, &c. &c. &c. , 

Thomas Wuuson. 
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APPENDIX.— No. 3. 

Bishop Wilsons Character of his Wjfe 9 extracted 
from the Prayer composed by him on her 
Death. 

The memory of the just U ttetsed.— Prot , jr. 7. 

Almighty Gob, the author of life and death, 
who dost not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men; I do, in all humility, submit 
my will entirely to thine, most humbly beseech- 
ing thee to accept of my thanks and praise for 
all the graces and favors Vouchsafed to my wife, 
now in peace ; for her great modesty and meek- 
ness of spirit; for her remarkable duty to her 
parents, and love to her relations ; for her great 
love to me and my friends, and for her fidelity to 
her marriage-vows ; for her tender affection for 
her children, in performing all the offices of a 
kind and pious mother; for her peculiar care of 
her family, and the prudence and mildness by 



which she governed it j for her unaffected mo- 
desty in her own and her children's apparel, and 
the great humility of her conversation with all 
sorts of persons; for her great companion tot 
the poor dpd Miserable, and her cheerful com- 
pliance with me in relieving them. 

I bless [thy holy name for these* and all other 4 
fruits of thy holy spirit ; but above all, I most 
heartily thank the Lord for her piety to Him 
during her health, and for His niercies to her in 
the time of sickness ; for her hearty repentance, 
stedfast faith in the promises of the Gospel's un- 
feigned charity ; her humble submission to God's 
good pleasure, and patient suffering what his 
hand had laid upon her; for all the spiritual 
comforts the gracious God did vouchsafe her, 
the opportunities of receiving the blessed sacra- 
ment, the prayers of the faithful, the ministry 
of absolution* and the assistance of her. pious 
friends at the hour of death* f 

With these reflections I comfort my soul, sted- 
fastly believing, that none of these graces and 
favors were lost upon her ; but that she departed 
in the true faith and feat of God; and, there- 
fore 1 do humbly pray to thee, Oh blessed Je«» 
sus, in whose hands are the souls of the faithful, 
after they are delivered from the burthen of the 

BD 2 
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flesh, that we may in thy good time meet in 
joy, and have our perfect consummation in bliss, 
both in body and soul, in thine eternal king- 
dom, &c. 
, See Lift of Thomas Wilson, 4to. vol L p. 32. 
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APPENDIX.— No. 4. 

Bishop Wilson's Address to his Children. 

MY BEAR CHILDREN, 

If I do not live to tell you why I have saved 
no more for you out of my bishopric, let this sa- 
tisfy you : that the less you have of goods ga- 
thered from the church, the better the rest that 
I leave you will prosper. Church livings were 
never designed to make families, or to raise por- 
tions out of them, but to maintain our families, 
to keep up our hospitality, to feed the poor, &c. 
and one day you will be glad that this wa3 my 
settled opibion j and God grant that I may act 
accordingly ! 

Remember, that the daughter of a priest, if 
taken in a fault, was to be put to death under 
Moses's law. Lev. xxi. 9, 

I never expect, . and I thank God I never de- 
sire, that you or your children should ever be 
great ; but if ever the providence of God should 
raise any that proceed from my loins to any de- 
gree of Worldly wealth or honor, I desire they 
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will look back to the place and person from 
whence they came. This will keep them hum- 
ble and sober minded; but above all, I desire 
they will never think themselves too good to be 
servants* , 
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APPENDIX— No. 5. 

Bishop Wilson's Letter to the Keys. 

To the Twenty-four Keys, Representatives of the Commons 
of this Isle, 

Gentlemen, 

Among the many indignities pot upon us, the 
Bishop and Vicars General, erf late years by the 
.temporal court, that of being fined at the last 
Tynwald is not the least afflicting. In regard 
that whatsoever is said to be done at that solemn 
assembly, (as is the order for fining us,) will by 
posterity be understood to have been done with 
the knowledge and approbation of the whole, 
which opnsisting of the governor, council, deem*/ 
sters, and twenty-four keys, we desire to know 
whether you, the said keys, were made ac- 
quainted with, or gave your consent to, the said 
order, or to our present imprisonment ? 

Attd forasmuch as we were that day openly 
charged with exorcising a spiritual tyranny, you , 
who dwell in several parts of this isle, may do 
lis the justice pf testifying whether you know or 
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believe there be any just cause for so heavy, add 
(as we persuade ourselves) so groundless an im- 
putation. 

Thomas Sodor and Man, 
Wiixiam Walker,! r ~**~\ 

John C*rghey. j -* 

Paled Castle Ru$hcn, July 10, 1722. 

The Answer of the Keys. 

My lord and bey. gentlemen, . 

We the Keys of Man, as well to satisfy your 
lordship, and you the ecclesiastical judges, as 
to justify ourselves to posterity, do hereby certify 
and declare, that though we were present at the 
Tynwald during the whole time -of the sitting of 
the court, and until the same was dismissed as 
usual, we were neither tnade acquainted with or 
gave our consent to the order you mention ; nei- 
ther was any such order there made or concerted; 
and, therefore, we could not but be much sur- ' 
prized to hear of your being then fined and after- 
wards imprisoned. > 

As to the charge of exercising a spiritual ty- . 
ranny, we do solemnly testify (as we s are in duty 
bound) that there is no cause to us known for so 
strange an imputation, being verily persuaded, 
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that you have been so far from assuming to your- 
selves an undue authority, that the church was 
never better governed than in your time, nor 
justice more impartially administered in the ec- 
clesiastical courts of this isle. > 

J. Stevenson, Phil. Moore, 

ROBT. CURPHEY, J. WATTLE WORTH, Jn - 

Wm* Christian, J as. Christian, 

Sii-. Ratcliffb, John Curghey, 

Thos. Corlet, John Murray, 

Jambs Banckes, Edmund Cormjt, 

Thos. Christian, John Christian. 

I, Thos. Stevenson, not being present at the 
Tynwaldj agree with my brethren, only in re- 
spect of the latter clause, 

Thos. Stevenson. 

Mem. Five of our Members were absent at 
the signing hereof, 

Castletown, , John Stephenson, 

July My 1722. 

.See Appendix to the Life of Thomas Wilson, 
4to.vol. 1, p. 112. 
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APPENDIX*-No.6. 

TO THE RING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

The humble petition of Thomas Wilson, 
D. D. in behalf of his father, the Bishop of Man, 
JUid the inhabitants of the island, humbly shew- 
■ eth, 

By the late embargo, 1 and an act of parliament 
just now passed, the corn and provisions are pro- 
hibited from being exported to the Isle of Man 
from any port of the three kingdoms; by which 
means your petitioner's father,, and the inhabi- 
tants of that place, labor under the inexpressible 
want of provisions, especially bread corn ; so 
that if not speedily relieved, many thousands are 
in imminent danger of being starved ; and what 
adds to their melancholy circumstances is, that 
it has pleased God to afflict them with a pestilent 
tial flax, owing, in a great measure, to the want 
of wholesome food. 

In this deplorable case they have no other way 
left, but to apply to his sacred Majesty, the fa- 
ther of his people,' that he will be graciously 
pleased to order a certain quantity of bread conv 
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. from the ports of Liverpool or Whitehaven; 
they givibg security that it shall be landed and 
expended only for the use of the inhabitants of 
the Isle of Man. The ^granting of which will 
for ever lay the said bishop and the inhabitants 
under the most lasting sense of gratitude and 
the sincerest acknowledgments for a favor, to 
which they are to owe their health and lives. 
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APPENDIX.— No. 7. 
Letter to the King. 

MAY IT PLEASE THE KING'S MOST SACRED 
MAJESTY 

To receive the most grateful acknowledg- 
ments of the ancient Bishop of Man, , for his Ma- 
jesty's great condescension' and late royal favor, 
to the son of the bishop, whose obscure diocese 
and remote situation, might justly have forbid 
him all expectations of so high a nature from a 
royal hand. May both the father and the son 
ever act worthy of so distinguishing a favor 1 and 
may the King of Rings bless his Majesty with 
all the graces and virtues which are necessary 
for his high station and for his eternal happiness, 
and enable his Majesty to overcome all the diffi- 
culties he shall meet with abroach* and bring 
him back to his kingdoms here in peace and 
safety; and finally to an everlasting kingdom 



* Tire King was in Hanover. 
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hereafter; which has been and shall be the sin- 
cere and constant prayer of his Majesty's most 
grateful, dutiful, and faithful subject and servant, 

Thomas Sodor and Man. 
Isle of Man, May 3, 1743. 



Letter to his Son at the same time. 

I am both surprized and pleased with the un- 
expected favors conferred upon you, both by the 
King- and the Bishop of Salisbury. I hope in 
God you will answer the great ends of his pro- 
vidence, in raising yon such friends, and in put- 
ting into yonr hands such unlooked for talents, 
in order to improve them to his glory, and to 
your own salvation. For my own part, I have 
ever received such favors with fear, lest I should 
be tempted to dishonor God by his own gifts ; 
and it shall be my daily prayers for you that 
you may never do so. This was the case with 
die wisest and greatest of men, whose history 
and fall was part of this day's service of the 
church. 

Enclosed you have a letter to his Majesty. 
Perhaps, you may not approve of the style (his 
instead of your Majesty,) but I know it to be 
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more becoming, and will be better accepted by 
a foreigner, and therefore it shall pass. 

xl have also written to the Bishop of Salisbury, 
to whom my most grateful service and thanks. 
According to my notion of writing to his Majes- 
ty, I ought not to have subscribed my name} 
but I have done it, lest you should have thought 
otherwise. 
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APPENDIX.— No. 8. 

Heads of a BUI, proposed in Tynwald, for 
Amendment of the Criminal Law. 

Isle of Man to Wit.— Whereas, by an Act of 
Tynwald, promulgated in the year of our Lord 
1737, it is enacted, that " No court, judge, or 
magistrate, within this isle whatsoever, shall 
have power or authority for the future to impose 
or inflict any fines or punishment upon any per- 
son or persons within the said isle, for or on ac- 
count of any criminal cause whatsoever, until 
he, she, or they be first convicted by the verdict 
or presentment of four, six, or more men, as the 
case shall require, upon some statute law in 
force in the said isle." And whereas doubts 
have been entertained whether such act of Tyn- 
wald extends to treasons and felonies at and 
by the common law of the island, or only to 
other smaller crimes, offences, and misdemea- 
nors. — We therefore, &c. And be it enacted, 
&c. &c. That the said act of Tynwald shall not 
be construed to extend to any treason or felony 
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which subsists at, by, and under the common 
law of the island. — And whereas it is expedient 
that certain treasons, felonies, misdemeanors, 
crimes, and offences should be described with 
greater certainty than has hitherto been done by 
the laws of the island; and that certain other 
crimes and offences should be enacted and de- 
clared to be treasons, felonies, and misdemeanors. 
-*-Be it therefore further enacted, 

TREASONS. 

1. That the felonious and traiterous compass- 
ing or imagining the death of our sovereign 
lord the king, of our lady the queen, or of 
their eldest son and heir, is, and shall be 
held to be High Treason, and punishable by 
death. 

2. That the felonious and traiterous viola- 
tion of the king's companion, or king's eldest 
daughter, unmarried, or the wife of the king's 
eldest son and heir, is, and shall be held to 
be High Treason, and punishable by death. 

3. That the felonious and traiterous levying 
^ar against our sovereign lord the king in his 
realm, is, and shall be held to be* High Treason, 
and punishable by death. 

4. That the felonious and traiterous adhering 
to the king's enemies in his realm, the giving 
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them aid and, comfort in the realm/ or elsewheee, 
is, and shall be held to be High Treason, and 
punishable by death. 

5. That the felonious and traiterous counter- 
feiting the king's great steal, or privy seal, or his 
sign manual, or privy signet, is* and shall, be 
held, to be Bigji Treason, and punishable by 

6. That the felonious and traiterous counter- 
feiting the king's money, or the bringing falpe 
money into the said isle, counterfeit to the king's 
coin, knowing such money to be false, to mer- 
chandize, and making payment withal, is, and 
shall be held to be High Treason, and punishable 
by death. 

7. That the felonious and traiterous slaying 
the king's governor, the king's lieutenant-gp- 
vernor, the members of the council, or any of 
them, the deemsters, or either of them, the keys, 
or any of thqp, being, in their places, doing 
their offices, is, and shall be held to be High 
Treason, and punishable by death. And be it 
further enacted, &c. That nothing shall be ad- 
judged to be high treason in the said i?le, but 
what is in and by thU act enacted, declared, and 
described to be high treason, and that no person 
or persons shall be attainted of any of the trea- 

si 
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,mm enacted, declared, and deartibed fey. this 
iMly. except on uptae open and overt act and deed, 
charged against him, her, or thetn. 

* 8. That the unlawful and felonious kitting 
of another, with- malice aforethought, either 
express o* implied, is, and shall be h«M to 
he f felony and Murder, and punishable by 
dfcath* 

*. 9. That the felonious ravishment and larntfl 
knowledge of a woman, against her will is, and 
shall be field to be felony and Rape, and punish- 
able by dea*. ■' /' x ' ' * 

10. That the felonious ravishment and canal 
knowledge of a female child, Under the agte of 
tea years, either with or without her consent, 
is, and shaft be held to b^ felony and Rape, and 
punishable by death. 

11. That thefefoaioui and cama} knowledge, 
"agamst the* order of nature; by mankind with 
"mankind, or with brute beast, is, and shall be 
"held to be felony and Buffgertfr and pbnjshabfe 
^>y death. '■--*. 

12. That the felonious breaking and entering 
•into the dweHing-house of another by night, 
trith aa idfeddcta to commit 1 a felony, any peraon 



or pei^M bring the* inhabiting ' itf ftfchfcon&, 
is, and shall be held to be felony vri&burgh&i/, 
and pamshable by death. 

la That? the feleoiou*, wilfol, ahd mtffcititii 
burning of the house, mil}, oat-house, office, 
bam, stable/ ship, boat, or vessel, of another, 
•fty petfcon to persons being then m any so6h 
feutMhfcg, ship, boat, or vessel, other than tftfe 
perpetrator or perpetrators of met* barring*; or 
tiding and assisting therein, is, and 'shall 1 be 
h*M to be felony and Ar&h\ and poitishaMe by 
-feMfc.-H-And that the felonious, wiHM, and mft- 
Kgiqos burning of any stack of corn, utack of 
hay, stack of straw, stack of fbrze, stack erf 
turfy staek of Hag, staek of fern,' stack of wood, 
er stack: of potato* haidm, of another, any suftb 
jftackfr being adjoining to any house, ont-fidnse, 
ofice, barn, or stable, in any of which building's 
a»y person or persons shall their be, other than 
the perpetrator or perpetrators of strch bummg'; 
or the aiding and assisting therein, is; and shall 
be held to be felony and^r^on, and punishabFo 
by death. 

34. That the felonious and forcible stealing, 

takiftg, and 1 eartying away from tlte person of 

aaotfher, of goods or money, of any vatae, by 

violeM** or pottftng^ suck person m fear, is, and 
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dbfdli* he)* to be felony *ad JfaMery, mdhpn* 
niafcable by death. 

15. That the felonious returning from tnmr 
spartaiion, «* the being seen M l*tge within fthe 
said isle, without ,kwful cause, before the $gpi» 
ration of the term for wjucbthe offender* .w*»<*ri» 
deredtp be transported, or had agreed tfc tr%«ft. 
portbimself, or herself, is, and sh^U be b*id,t# 
be felony, and punishable by death. > ■ .^ 

19. That the felonious and Arise-* making 
forgimg, counterfeiting* or altering,. or cautipg, 
or procuring to be falsely madLe, foiled, couHr 
jterfeited, or altered,, or the willingly afcting. or 
asBpting iu thp false making, forging* counter^ 
feitiqg, or altering. any act of Tjffnwajd, or^ny 
decree, judgment, or ejtecotion* or any reoopi 
or procp^ of .any of the courts oi the aaid-iste, 
or any verdict of smy jury* or deposition of amy 
Witney, duly tajk*rt and signed by or .before may 
: cpar^ Magistrate, or jury, within the «*id isje,4r 
any deed, charter, writing sdaled, court xoU y 
yi\\, writing testamentary, bond, writii^g- obit 
gatory, memorial of the inrolment or Registra- 
tion of any dee*} or will, billof .exchatffe, pro- 
missory nofe for the payment of money, acquits 
Jpnce, receipt, either for money or goods, release 
ipr^dijph^gf $ §Wi£fa\**99!U&e %etion* *ut% 
i: £.'1 
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•r. demand^ the number of any principal *um cff 
any accountable receipt for any note; biK, o» 
other security, for the payment of money, ot 
any warrant. or order for paymefct of money, ok 
delivery of goods, with the intention » to defraud 
any person or corporation whatsoever, ia, and 
shall be held to be forgery and felony, And pit 
nfehable by death, or transportation for life, at 
the discretion of the court of general gaol dele- 
wry, according to the malignity of the o£- 
fcace* ... \> 

. 17, That the felonious»«ttert»£, orpubimMng «t 
4me, mty false, forged, coudterfeitedv or altered 
act of Tynwald; or any decree, judgment, or 
epeontionfr or any record or process of any of the 
eonrte, or any verdict of any jury, or d^positioh 
.of any witness, duly taken and signed by or be- 
fore any court, magistrate, or jury, within the 
said isle, or any deed, charter* writing sealed, 
court roll, will, writing testamentary, bond, 
.writing obligatory, memorial of the inrblmeat or 
registration of any deed or will, bill of exchange, 
promissory, note, for . the payment of money, hk , 
dorsement,, assignment, or acceptance of any bill 
of exchange, or promissory note for the pfcyU 
ment of money, acquittance dr receipt, either for 
jDoney or goods, release or discharge for any 
debt, account, action; suit or other demand, the 
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number of eny principal sum of my aeoonftaMe 
receipt for any motet bill, or other security for 
the payment of money, or any warrant or older 
for the payment of money or delivery of gtoeds^ 
<wRb the intention to defraud any person or cofw 
juration whatsoever, knowing the same to be 
fake, forged, counterfeited, or altered, is, and 
ahall be held to be felony, and punishable fay 
death or transportation for life.— A ad be it enact* 
.ed, that an act of Tynwald, passed in the year 
of our Lord 1797, intituled, "An Act for the 
pontthioent of Forgery, &c." shall, as to all 
*ff*fioes which shell be committed after the pro- 
mulgation el this act, be and stated repealed. 

18. That the felonious and unlawful stealing, 
taking, and carry ing away of the personal goods 
of another, of the value of ten shillings, or noire, 
i* and shall be held to be grav&iarcnp, mod 
jmnish&ble by deaths or transportation for fify at 
jibe discretion of the conrt.— Provided, nevertfcOL 
less* that the felonious and nnlawfai m*Unff, 
tokimg, and carry im^cmajf ef en* or more *A«p, 
, ea <tf any lamb, gnat, or kid, of whatsoever mine 
the same respectively may be, is, and shntt be 
beU to be grand larceny, and pnnmhable by 
transportation for life., 

. 19i That the fetoniooe rasriefty *f **** 
jpoithfftk* vtdm *f tms hii ti mgt or nwfe,kaew- 
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fog the* *<►*> **!#*,)*, WdjW^eMdiofcc 
feloay, and puoisheble by death, or traMftorN* 
tita for life* at %he court's discretion. 

20. That the feloaious, wilful, and malmimu 
burning of the house, mill, out-house, office, 
barn, stable, shi{J, bout bt Ve&d of another, or 
rtherb} no frteraon or person* bring thtn therein, 
bther than the pefrpetraterw perpetrators of art h 
burning; 4r aiding and assisting therein* And 
that the falenidus* wilfal* and malicious burning 
of die stabk tf corn, stack of hay; stack of 
straw v stack of fiirae; stack of taif> stack bf 
forh* stack of potatbfe hatdm, 4r stack of wood} 
of bnother; none of sock stacks bfehff adjeinrng 
4o tiny hooted butJiwteei offic*, bttrn} or ststU^ 
ib any 1 of 4indh biiiMbiJp any person be pentotii 
shall theft be) *th*r than the perpetrator i* pbft 
petrators of sock burning j br aSdth|r fend aslisf> 
ktg therfein, tfte, end sbdlli>e< npectlvdy held 
to be felony and Arson, and punishable! b^ tfaei 
portotton for Hfoi 

* si. That the fetation* wilfoi/ imAnutftehm 
thobtirlg at toy peiAm* with- intent to Hay » 
-vnmfrd toeb petam, where dbatb does ubteftdue) 
8cci is and sbaU be hfck* Uf be feittiyj and punfedfl 
able by trsJisportattori for {He: . . . : . -J 

8fc. That die fcl<mi<*« rtoleht find tflftffcftM 
wbibutiwr, di*Wto£, jhutitatiif£ otddfefigafttf 
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of another, is, and shall be held to be felony and 
Mayhem, and punishable by transportation for 
seven or fourteen years, at the discretion of the 
court. 

MtSDEMEANORS. 

28. And be it further enacted, by the authority 
aforesaid, that the making a wilful, corrupt, aiid- 
fake oath, in any matter or cause, legally de* 
pending in any suit or variance, by any warrant, 
citation, process, writ, action, bill, libel, coin* 
plaint, petition, information, 'or indictment, m 
any of the courts within the said isle, or before 
any magistrate, jury, person or persons, duly 
authorised by the laws of the said isle, to admi- 
nister such oath, . is, and shall be held to be wil- 
ful and corrupt perjury, and a high misdemeanor, 
and punishable by fine, and imprisonment, and 
the loss of an ear, to be taken off at the public 
market-place. 

24. That the unlawful and corruptly cauttrng 
or procuring any person to commit wilful and 
corrupt perjury as aforesaid, is, and shall be held 
to be subornation of perjury, and punishable by 
fine, and imprisonment, and the loss of an ear. - 

25* That the falsely and designedly obtaining 
any monies, goods, wares, or merchandises from 
any person or person*, by mean* of any false 
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tqken, counterfeit letter, or by. any other frlse 
pretence or pretences whatsoever, with the ix^r 
tention to cheat or defraud apy person or persons, 
is, and shall be held to be cheating and swindling 
and a misdemeanor, punishable by fine and im- 
prisonment, and corporal punishment. 

26. That the knowingly sending or delivering 
Wftf letter or letters, with or without a name oi; 
names subscribed thereto, or, signed by a ficti- 
tious name or names, letter or letters, threaten- 
ing to accuse any person or persons of. any 
crime, punishable by. the laws of the said isle* 
with intent to extort or gain. money, goods, wares* 
or merchandises, is, and shall be held to he. a 
misdemeanor, and punishable by .fine and impri- 
sonment, and corporal punishment, 

27. That the unlawful stealing, taking, and 
currying, away of th$ personal goods |of another, 
under the value of ten shillings, is,, aqd sh^ll.be 
held to be Petty Larceny, and a misdemeanor, 
punishable by fine and imprisonment, and cor-* 
poral punishment, n .. 

28. That the doing of wilful and malicious 
mischief and damage to any of the building*, 
land*, trees, shrubs, mounds, dikes, fences, ships, 
Jtoats, horses, sheep, cattle, or to any other goods 
.and chattels qi anQtbev, shall be proceeded against 
in the wanner piwrib^d in and by an act of 
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Tjftfwldd, ptiied ltl the year i7*», tttftobd «^a 
Atet ft* tb* better pn*<Mting Pwty Larceny and. 
Trap**," and «h*ll be punishable a* & mild* 
iMsafior by 6«* Mid itbprisehnniet*, bebfcdes eom^ 
pgtteitton to thte party aggrieved, in the bttuaM? 
prescribed by the said net. 
. S9. That the tmfatfrfcJ klUlng Of tfnbtlidr, wtth- 
ettt ineltee either teSphfts* or lalpMed, i* atid skitt 
fag fceW tb be 4f«rt«Ah0Aftr, end a ttHMkteeaMri 
pfetfehfebletoy fine ttbd hnbuteowent* ftrtd eorporai 
jtfltiisbtneiit. Provided tfcat, in aH trial* i« 
inu*<te«v if the jury ghail be 6f opMk»H> and i«d 
that the party tujcttled haft B*eh geflty df inttft 
flatf&hter Wily, the *Md jury*b«ty by thtfir **- 
diet, fiftd b&ti^r Be* gtiUtybf niatiskMgbtittv «nd 
.that, in all trtife for i»*b&lttgfeter, if tte jwy 
Hhidl be of ofrifltai; aadfind that the party ac- 
dtfstfti hfei been jrattty «f mwder, the said jwy 
*afy By ttttir tefltte*, indict bim or her m for 

00/ That if #*y Wttan ihau ebuefeii fe* May 
iet(A CAtW, during the whole pdrtod of her pregt 
*«*cy, and ghatl to* call for Mdj and liiake use 
0? twlp «tad <fc»ktafte« id tte bwtb, and tbeaatd 
<#ttd afcaUbe fotfoddfetd m emiattegy Aftoh mqL 
the* ehfttf fete held to b* gtilty of a tttiMtefaetfAOil 
pYtttf*habi*by«Wfe ariiJtoptisomneBtj prettM 
iteV*e*theie*0 thai tittbia£ tMMifi OeWt*teddh«fl 
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qpeud* pfbe cdftstrued to extend, to disdiarg^ 
the mother of any M6k cWM from trial arid £** 
pMuneet for murder, in ca*e ft shall appear that 
*h«M stall have been murdered by sttfrtl 
r* or by her procurement. 
31. That the malicious striking and making 
Affrmf imxmy *f the Court* *f JultiM of the 
I*la*d> o# the using threatening and repniachfiftl 
toordfl to the jddge or court, the judge or eonrt 
, being than sitting* i^ and shall be fceM to be a 
nisdemeauor* and punishable by fitoe abd impri- 
sonment* 

39? That th* vtilfally <**»**tiihg iht t*mt* 

Hon oflatoful Ptnotssj that the breaking Ptim, 

, by a petam lawfully imprisoned ; that the fartU 

Mr remLfaffr or attempting to rescue a pertofo who 

•ball be tawftifty imprisoned $ that *Ae 4mpfa$$ 

or attempttrig to escape by a person lawfolty 

arrested ; that the voluntarily perwtthigv M &tig* 

. ligently sa^fersagry * per*** 4* €9<Mpe t ivh^ Jball 

be htrf&rily arrested or confined, aW, irtd ftfittll 

be severally held to be nlisdetiteaftdrs, pflfifababte 

by fitie and implroonment— Provided always, 

mdt be it further enacted and decMredy that tt*» 

thing herein ootttaiaed* shall extpnd, or b* dm* 

etrcrtd t* eartend* to affect, abridge, or altefV tlM 

power of dratto of josticte and magistrates to 

ptoMi ettitempja as fetttefty acemtMtfed; aod 
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that the? house of keys, the clerk of tb4 
aa^ the registers of the ecclesiastical courts, wbeii 
in the execution of their respective office*, have; 
find shall have, the powe* of punishing contempfci 
in like manner as any court >or magistrate withta 
the said Isle. ' ; 

83. That the reetwin$ of stolen geock, widWr 
the value of tea shillings, is, and shall be held ta 
be, a misdemeanor, and punishable by fine audi 
imprisonment, and dorporal -puQishment. 

34. That the compounding any treason, f& 
lony, or misdemeanor, or the taking money, or 
goods from a person accused of any crime, to 
forbear to proscute, is, and shall be held to be a 
misdemeanor, and punishable by fine and impri- 
sonment, and corporal punishment.— And that 
po much, or such past of an act of TynWald, pro- 
mulgated in the .year of our Lord 1737, as re- 
gards the compounding or agreeing not to pm- 
0eed in *ny% criminal prosecution shall, as to all 
oflbncfes to be committed after the promulgation 
of this act, be and stand repealed. 

36/ That the bribing, or attempting to bribe, 
any magistrate or persoA connected in the admi- 
nistration of justice, to do any thing contrary to 
the duties of his office j or for any magistrate or 
person concerned in tht ^ddoioistratioa of jcuk 
tioe, to accept, or offer to accept a bribe,; to do 
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ftfcpr tiling contrary to the duties of big, office, is, 
ami shall be held to be a higb. misdemeanor, pu- 
•niflhabfo>by»fiae and imprisonment, and disquali- 
fication to serve his .Majesty' in tiny place of 
public trust. » 

36. That the attempting to injt*ence « jury, 
<*t any.ofthe juror*, corruptly by promises, per- 
\faasmns, intimites, money, entertainment, or the 
-tike; on. for. t be jury or any « of, the jurors to he 
4K> corruptly influenced, is,, and shall be held to 
<b»: x nusdaineanor, and punishable by fine and 
imprisonment. 

i . *7. That, the stirring up suite and quarrels. be- 
tween, his Majesty's subjects, either by law or 
otherwise, k, and shall be held to be a mifdft- 
neanor and bajrratry, and punishable by fine and 
imprisonment 

38. That the assembling of three person* w 
more together, with an intent mutually to assist 
one another agiainst any who. .shall oppose them 
in the execution of some enterprise of a private 
nature, with force and violence against the peace, 
or to the manifest terror of the people, whether 
the act intended were of. itself lawful or not, such 
assembling is, and shall be held to be, an unkwr 
fui assembly, and the pqrsoQs concerned. sh^ll be 
punishable as for a misdemeanor, by fine ^nd im- 
priw«ww4.— An4 if titaee< per*m»,<>r wwft (foil 
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violent!)*, rietonsfy, and in a tnmniteoqj 
against the pohlie peace, and to die ■» n ^^ M t 
temp* of the people, do any act* whether lawful 
or unlawful such persons tore, and sballihe held 
to be guilty of a riot, and shall be punishable wp 
|pr % ■iademe^notv Uy ftqe and imprisonment 

q9. That the vwiqnikp entering iota the* poe* 
session of lands or tenements in the occupation 
et another, with menaces and force; without au- 
thority of law, is; and shall be bett to be a f&*> 
inJNe entry and raisdteqieanor, punishaMft-by fiat 
and imprisonment. 

40. Th*t the unlawful keeping possession of 
laodb or tenements* by menace* and force, is, 
and shril be held- to be a forcible detqmer* and 
a Misdemeanor, and! punishable by fine and im- 
prisonment. 

41. That tile spreading fhke new*,' knowing 
the same to be false, with intention to produce 
discord, and tumults, and strife; between bis Ma* 
jesty'si subjects, shali be hetd to be a misde- 
meanor, and 1 punishable by fine and imprint** 
men*. 

4£« That the ehdlenginp another^ by word or 
litter* to fight with <frfedty weapons, either ex** 
pressed or iropHted, or kbowingfy to he 4fee bfea*et 
Trfsttch challenge, shaHfbe'hekfcto bee. misdfemeaf- 
t*e*> audtpuaisbafeU^byfifte and inopritaiaieofc : 
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s ' 4Eb That die assaulting another,, with an intent 
totcm um k wmrder, rape, or robbery, or any othefr 
capital crime, is, and shall bt held to be felony, 
JU)d paoisfcable by transportation for life, or for 
jiy term of years, not less than fourteen, at the 
^discretion of the court.-— Provided, that nothing 
&ereiq contained shall be construed to extend to 
-do. away w alter the mode of- proceeding 4 in a 
:suhuaaty way; without a jury in cases of com- 
mon battery or passionate and provoking woftfa, 
-a« beretoftffe accustomed. — Provided also, and 
lie Hettaetedi that the fines imposed by an Ordi- 
nance made in the year of ow Lord 1601, -for 
batteries and passionate words, provoking the 
tame, qn& recognised by an ad of 1* ynwald, 
promulgated in the year of our Lord 1787, bfe 
respectively altered and increased in banner fok 
lowing ; that is to say, that the fine upob ieteh 
offender iu cases of common battery, shall he 
amy sum mot exceeding forty shilling*, nor less 
thai* ten shillings ; and that the fine upon each 
otikndftr in cases of provoking language, shall be 
any sum not exceeding fifty shillings, nor le* 
than thirteen shftftbge and four-pence, according 
to tfce degree and 1 nature of the offence, as the 
court or magistrate sh^ll think proper toaffitt, 
order, and awards the snne.~Aind> Aat the coa*- 
witting* a rommon asmdt, without a bioWfeeib£ 
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struck or battery actually committed, *hall be 
tried and punished in like manner as a commofe 
battery, as before mentioned. 

44. That the having two wives or two has* 
bands at the same time, shall be held to be hi- 
gamy and a misdemeanor, and punishable by 
,fin# and imprisonment, unless one. of the parties 
Jias, been continually abroad for seven years, or 
unless one of the parties has been absent within 
the island for seven years, and the remaining 1 
p*rty lias no knowledge of the other's being 
alive within that time, or unless there has been 
a legal divorce between the parties. 

45. That the malicims defaming or injuring 
another, by publishing any libellous printing, 
writing, sign, or picture, concerning bim or ber, 
m order to provoke him or her to wrath, or to 
expose him or her to public hatred, contempt, or 
ridicule ; or the scandalous publishing of any ob- 
scene, indecent, or. immoral picture, printing, or 
writing, are, and shall be severally held to be 
misdemeanors, punishable by fine and imprison- 
ment 

46. Thatatf unlawful, indecent, and scandal* 
eus actings and doings, not herein before, speci- 
fied, to the disturbance of the public peace, and 
against good, order and good morals, of notori- 
ous fvA ^x^naple, are, and ,shaU be held to be 
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misdemeanors, and punishable by fine and im- 
prisonment 

PUNISHMENT. 

And be it farther enacted, &c. That all and 
every person or persons who shall be lawfully 
convicted of any of the treasons, felonies, misde- 
meanors, and offences herein, before particularly 
described, enacted, and declared, shall be liable 
to, and shall suffer such capital punishment, 
transportation, corporal punishment, imprison- 
ment, and fine, as to each respective treason, fe- 
lony, misdemeanor, and offence, is herein before 
severally appointed, specified-, declared, and an- 
nexed.— Provided always, that in cases of felony, 
no imprisonment shall be for a longer period 
than nor less than 

save and except in such cases as 
are herein and hereby otherwise declared and 
enacted ; and that in cases of misdemeanor, no 
imprisonment shall be for a longer period than 
two years, nor less than three months, and no 
fine to a greater amount than five hundred 
pounds* 

TRIAL FOR TREASON AND FELONY. 

And be it further enacted, by the authority 
aforesaid, that all the said treasons and felumesT 
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shall be -trial m theCwirt of General Gael I>efti» 
very, upon the prosecution of his Majesty^ at* 
torney-general of the said *4p, for the time being*, * 
for, and in the name and beKatf of the King-, 
tind upon indictments previously fomd ia the 
accustomed ttiahner of fiadiqg indiota&ente m 
ewes of treason a»d felony, by the la* of the 
said isle, 

TRIAL FOR MISDEMEANORS. 

And that the said misdeoreanors shall be tried 
either upoft inferwpatioa preferred by the arttoiw 
nty~ge»erai> ia the name and <w the behalf <*f 
ear Sovereign Wrd the King, w by petition, at 
the instance of a potato prteeettor of pi#see*» 
tors, ia*be?pfreseiice of thfc deeeatfertg or one of 
them, by and before a jury of six good and law- 
fill men of the sheadings wherein the party or . 
parties aroused, or some, or one of them, do oe 
shall ffesnfe> or of such other sheading* a$ m^y bo 
ordered, oa goad cause *h®tvn, which jnry shall 
^ *» be ifepanaelled, by order 4r walraat of a deen*- 
st*r, and shall oocistet of an equal number pf men 
from and out of each and every parish wttfein 
such sheading-; and that it shall be lawful for a 
deemster, on complaint lodged, by information 
or petition as aibrej&dj a*d affidavit made to the 
truth ihereef, to issue his* order ta walvftiri for 



AKPBNIHX. 486 

oppreheridiftg ami iifcpripoftitig *fty person or 
persons, charged -with having committed any of 
the 9aid Jnisdeaieanors, until he, she, or they, 
give in good and sufficient security, at the discre- 
tion ef soeb deentrter,* to appear and stand trial 
fbr such misokuaeanor, when thereunto lawfully 
Inquired. 

And be i£ farther enacted, that prosecutions 
for such misdemeanors shall be commenced, and 
effectually prosecuted within two months from 
tiie time of the apprehending and imprisoning 
ef aay pef&on er persons charged with having 
fctiiMitted any of the wid misdemeanors* and 
not afterwards, unless good cause be shewn to 
the said deemster why the same should be post* 
pe*ed.~-And that, whenever, and as often a$ 
any person or persons so charged a» aforesaid, 
shall have been so apprehended and imprisoned, 
such person or persons shall have it in his, her, 
or their power to apply for, and bring on his, 
her, or their trial, and shall also be intitled to, 
and obtain, such time for making his, her, or 
their defence as the deemster, on application 
made, shall think reasonable.— Provided always, 
that in all prosecutions for grand larceny, if the 
jury by whom the same shall be tried, shall be 
of opinion, and find that the goods stolen are 
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tinder the value frf ten shillings/ such jury shall 

proceed and find a verdict as for petty larceny. 

And that, in all prosecutions for petty larceny, 

if the jury by whom the same shall be tried, 

shall be of opinion, and find that the goods stolen 

«re of the value of ten shillings, or more, such 

jury shall proceed, and, by their verdict, indict 

the offender or offenders of grand larceny, — And 

be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that 

the* several provisions and enactments, respecting 

grand larceny and petty larceny, contained and 

enacted in and by an act of .Tynwald, passed in 

the year of our Lord 1639, and also in and by 

an act of Tynwald, passed in the year of our 

Lord 1753, shall, as to all offences which shall 

Le committed after the promulgation of this fct 

be, and the same are hereby severally repealed. 
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